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SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 PLANNING ACT CONTEXT 

 

1.1.1 Pursuant to Sec tion 17 of the Planning  Ac t, R.S.O., 1990, Chapter P.13, 

as amended, Counc il is charged  with responsib ility for p reparing  and  

adopting  an Offic ia l Plan for the Township  of Rideau Lakes.  Pursuant to 

Sec tion 26 of the Planning  Ac t, Counc il is required  to review its Offic ia l 

Plan from time to time, but not less than once every five years, to 

determine the need to revise it.  This Plan, which up dates and  

consolida tes the Offic ia l Plans of the five former munic ipa lities tha t 

ama lgamated  in 1998 to form the Township  of Rideau Lakes, has been 

p repared  in response to these requirements. 

 

1.1.2 The Planning  Ac t a lso p rovides tha t, where an Offic ia l Plan is in effec t, 

no pub lic  work sha ll be undertaken and  no By-law sha ll be passed for 

any purpose tha t does not conform to the Offic ia l Plan, w ith certa in 

excep tions as p rovided  by Sec tion 24 of the Planning  Ac t.  This Plan w ill 

guide Counc il in its future dec ision making  pursuant to this requirement. 

 

1.1.3 In exerc ising  its p lanning  authority, Counc il sha ll be consistent have 

regard  to matters of Provinc ia l Interest set out in Sec tion 2 of the 

Planning  Ac t.  From a  polic y perspec tive, this Plan conta ins polic ies 

whic h a re intended to ensure the Township  is consistent with has regard 

for the 1997 2005 Provinc ia l Polic y Sta tement issued  under Sec tion 3(1) 

of the Planning  Ac t. 

 

1.1.4 Sec tion 17 of the Planning  Ac t sets out required  p rocesses and  

p rocedures for amendments to Offic ia l Plans.  Counc il sha ll be guided  

by these requirements in dea ling  w ith app lica tions for Offic ia l Plan 

amendments from the pub lic , as well as those amendments initiated by 

Counc il. 

 

1.2 INTRODUCTORY STATEMENTS 
 

1.2.1 Title and Components 
 

1.2.1.1 This Plan sha ll be known as the:  

Offic ia l Plan of the Township  of Rideau Lakes 
 

1.2.1.2 The Plan c onsists of six Sec tions and  five Schedules: 

Sec tion 1 Introduc tion 

Sec tion 2 Genera l Development Polic ies 

Sec tion 3 Land Use Polic ies 
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Sec tion 4 Transporta tion 

Sec tion 5 Imp lementa tion and  Administra tion 

Sec tion 6 Interp reta tion 
 

Schedules 

A1 --- North Crosby Ward  

A2 --- South Crosby Ward  and  Newboro Ward  

A3 --- Basta rd  & South Burgess Ward  --- North Portion 

A4 --- Basta rd  & South Burgess Ward  --- South Portion 

A5 --- South Elmsley Ward  

 

1.2.1.3 Sec tion 1 is informative in na ture and  p rimarily desc ribes the 

context, genera l purpose and  ob jec tives of the Plan. 

 

Sec tion 2 sets out va rious genera l polic ies which app ly to 

development, regard less of the land  use designa tion in which it 

is situa ted .  Among other matters, a  number of the polic ies in 

this sec tion re la te to considera tions tha t must be addressed  in 

undertaking  development or site a ltera tion due to the 

existence of va rious on-site or ad jacent a rea  fea tures, 

constra ints, existing  uses or land  use designa tions. 

 

Sec tion 3 conta ins polic ies for va rious land  uses that are spec ific  

to the land  use designa tions shown on the Schedules. 

 

Sec tion 4 dea ls w ith transporta tion-re la ted  polic ies. 

 

Sec tion 5 sta tes the polic ies for the imp lementa tion and  

administra tion of the Plan.  Among other matters, the sec tion 

sets out the polic ies app licab le to the d ivision of land . 

 

Sec tion 6 p rovides guidance with respec t to the interp reta tion 

of the Plan. 

 

Schedules A1, A2, A3, A4 and  A5 set out the land  use 

designa tions, road  sta tus and  some of the fea tures and  

influences tha t have re levance to polic ies of the Plan. 

 

1.2.2 Application 
 

1.2.2.1 This Offic ia l Plan app lies to the entirety of the Township  of 

Rideau Lakes.  This Plan rep laces the Offic ia l Plans of the former 

Township  of North Crosby, the former Township  of South Crosby, 

the former Village of Newboro, the former Township  of Basta rd  
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and South Burgess and  the former Township  of South Elmsley. 
 

1.2.3 Intent 
 

1.2.3.1 This Plan is intended to support severa l b road  land  use planning 

goa ls a imed a t supporting  and  enhanc ing  the qua lity of life for 

those who live, work or rec rea te in or visit the Township .  These 

goa ls inc lude : 
 

1.2.3.1.1 To manage future g rowth and  development in a  log ica l 

and  orderly manner in response to antic ipa ted  needs, 

having  regard  to economic , soc ia l, cultural, environmental 

and  other c onsidera tions; 

1.2.3.1.2 To p rotec t the na tura l and  built resources of the Township  

from development-re la ted  impac ts in recognition of the 

long-term environmenta l, economic  and  other va lues of 

these resources; 

1.2.3.1.3 To address potentia l hea lth, sa fety and  p roperty damage 

concerns by d irec ting  development away from areas 

assoc ia ted  w ith risks. 
 

1.2.3.2 The Offic ia l Plan is intended to be of use to both p riva te and  

pub lic  interests. Through the Plan, p riva te interests w ill have a  

c learer understand ing  of Counc il’ s polic ies for future 

development and , hence, be ab le to p lan accord ing ly.  Public  

interests w ill benefit by possessing  a  documented  polic y 

framework by which to p repare comprehensive Zoning By-laws 

and  other tools of imp lementa tion, make p lanning  and  land  

use dec isions, as well as identify and  p rogram the delivery of 

needed services and  fac ilities in a  c ost-effec tive way. 

 

1.2.4 Scope 

 

The Offic ia l Plan is a  lega l document but does not, by itself, contro l or 

regula te the development of land  by p riva te interests.  Ra ther, deta iled  

contro l and  regula tion is accomplished  p rimarily through implementation 

tools such as comprehensive Zoning  By-laws and  Site Plan Control By-

laws. 

 

The Offic ia l Plan conta ins polic ies which a re intended to guide pub lic  

and  p riva te interests in such a  way as to ensure the best form of 

development under the most desirab le cond itions.  In add ition, the 

Offic ia l Plan sets out guidelines for the p repara tion of munic ipa l 

regula tions which imp lement the Plan, estab lishes polic ies to govern both 
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the d ivision and  development of land  and , finally, identifies public  ac tions 

which need to be taken to support p riva te development. 

 

1.2.5 Planning Period 

 

This Offic ia l Plan is intended to guide the future development of the 

Township  to  the year 2022 2029.  The amalgamated  Township ’ s first 

Offic ia l Plan was approved  in April 2004 and  this Plan represents the 

outcome of the first five year review.  The reader is cautioned , however, 

tha t the Plan has been p repared  on the basis of existing  cond itions and  

information ava ilab le a t the time of the Plan’ s p repara tion. An Offic ia l 

Plan should  be viewed as a  work in p rogress and  it is intended tha t as 

cond itions change, as new information becomes ava ilab le, and  as our 

understand ing  of issues and  p riorities changes, there w ill be a  need to 

review various polic ies from time to time.  Pursuant to Sec tion 26 of the 

Planning  Ac t, Counc il intends to hold  a  public  meeting not less than once 

every five years to determine the need to review the Plan. 

 

1.3 BASIS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

1.3.1 General 
 

Shortly a fter the c rea tion of the Township  of Rideau Lakes, the 

Munic ipa lity embarked  on a  stra teg ic  p lanning  initia tive for the purpose 

of d iscussing  and  a rticula ting  the Township ’ s roots, current situa tion and  

ac tivities, asp ira tions for the future and  ac tion p riorities in order to foster 

the a tta inment of those asp ira tions.  While the observa tions, ob jec tives 

and  d irec tions tha t came out of the stra teg ic  p lanning  p rocess had  

app licab ility to, and  ramifica tions for, many core func tions of the 

Township , land  use p lanning , environmenta l issues and  the development 

of a  sing le, new Offic ia l Plan emerged as p riorities.  Many of the key 

polic y d irec tions taken in this Offic ia l Plan flow from the stra teg ic  p lan. 

 

In terms of its re la tionship  to the Offic ia l Plans of the five former townships, 

the new consolida ted  Plan a lso a ttempts to build  upon compatib le 

e lements of those documents in recognition of the long -established land 

use p lanning  d irec tions tha t they p rovided  to the five wards that make up 

Rideau Lakes.  While a ttempting  to harmonize land use polic ies across the 

Township  in the interests of equity and  administra tion, efforts have been 

made to recognize the uniqueness, d iversity and  historical importance of 

the various parts of the Munic ipa lity. 

 

As a  p recursor to the p repara tion of this Offic ia l Plan, some preliminary 

investiga tions and  research have a lso been undertaken with respec t to 
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identifying  existing  cond itions, historica l development pa tterns and  

p resent trends. In support of the Offic ia l Plan’ s 5-year review, a  Lot 

Ava ilab ility Study and  a  20-year Popula tion Projec tion were completed . 

Some of the c onc lusions of this review a re referred  to in this Plan. 

 

During  the course of the p repara tion of the Offic ia l Plan, Counc il, a s well 

as an Offic ia l Plan Steering  Committee composed of volunteers from the 

community and  elec ted  offic ia ls, p rovided  input and guidance.  The Plan 

reflec ts many contributions resulting  from their local knowledge, expertise 

and  ideas. 

 

Taken together, the foregoing  ac tivities and  documents form the 

foundations for the basis and  ob jec tives of this Offic ia l Plan. 

 

1.3.2 Basis of the Plan 

 

The Township  of Rideau Lakes came into being  on January 1, 1998, as an 

amalgamation of the former Townships of North Crosby, South Crosby, 

Basta rd  and  South Burgess, South Elmsley and  the Village of Newboro.  

Rideau Lakes lies in the northwest corner of the United  Counties of Leeds 

and  Grenville , roughly ha lf way between Kingston and  Ottawa.  The 

Township  encompasses an a rea  of 710 square kilometres and  is 

geographica lly the la rgest munic ipa lity in the County.  While this poses 

certa in cha llenges to the development and  imp lementa tion of land  use 

and  other polic ies, there is a  g rowing  sense of ‘‘ One Township ’’  and  the 

ro le tha t a  sing le Offic ia l Plan document can p lay in supporting  a  

common land  use polic y understand ing  and  a  simp lified  and  equitab le 

administra tive framework. 

 

Rideau Lakes’  streng ths and  its opportunities for the future rest in the 

d iversity of its popula tion, economic  ac tivity and geography.  Recreation, 

tourism, service industries and  fa rming  form the backbone of the loca l 

economy. 

 

Three basic  types of settlement charac terize the Township :  Small 

communities, inc lud ing  a ll of the Township ’ s villages and  hamlets; wa ter-

oriented  development a reas, p rinc ipa lly comprising  rec rea tiona l 

p roperties and  tourist fac ilities; and , rura l a reas which a re la rgely fa rm -

based. 

 

The d istinc t c harac ter of the various parts of the Township  is estab lished  

through a  number of fea tures inc lud ing  historic  development, cultura l 

heritage, physica l setting  and  landscape charac teristic s, intensity and  

form of development, a rchitec ture, level of services and  infrastruc ture 
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such as roads and  park fac ilities. 

 

The bulk of the Township  is situa ted  within the Canad ian Shield; however, 

a  portion of the Munic ipa lity lies to the east of the Shield . In la rge 

measure, the physica l d iversity tha t exists w ithin the Township  is d irec tly 

re la ted  to this geolog ica l c ond ition. 

 

The d ifferent parts of Rideau Lakes represent a  contrast, ranging from the 

more developed South Elmsley a rea  near Smiths Fa lls to the more rura l, 

sparsely developed, fa rm-based a reas such as Bastard.   In between, and 

tying  the d iverse parts of the Township  together, is Provinc ia l Highway 15, 

the scenic  historic  Rideau Waterway (now offic ia lly designa ted  by the 

United  Nations Educa tiona l, Sc ientific , and  Cultura l Organiza tion 

(UNESCO) as a  World  Heritage Site ) which da tes from 1832, the many 

rec rea tiona l and  tourism-rela ted  a ttrac tions of the na tura l and  built 

environment and , fina lly, numerous qua int villages and  hamlets. 

 

Rideau Lakes is b lessed  with an abundance of lakes, combined  with 

d iverse topography and  vegeta tion. The Township  possesses 

approximately 500 kilometres of shoreline, exc lud ing  the Rideau 

Waterway.  The Waterway traverses the Township , from the towering  

g ranite c liffs a t Morton Bay to the more gentle and  pastora l a reas of the 

Lower Rideau Lake.  The Waterway represents an important link w ith the 

past.  With island -studded  lakes, human-made channels, flowing  rivers 

and  spec tacula r vistas a long  its leng th, the Waterway offers a  superb  

resource for canoeing , sa iling , boa ting , fishing , w ild life observa tion and  

simp ly re laxing .  The p leasure boa ting  tha t took root and  spread  a long  

the Waterway over its history c rea ted  a  rec rea tiona l parad ise for 

thousands of p roperty owners and  visitors to Rideau Lakes.  In recognition 

of its historic  and  rec rea tiona l va lue the Rideau Waterway has been 

designa ted  as a  Nationa l Historic  Site, a  Canad ian Heritage River, and as 

a  UNESCO World  Heritage Site, thus further e leva ting  its na tura l and  

cultura l significance. 

 

An important part of the Township  is its many scenic  villages and hamlets, 

some of which, such as Newboro, conta in build ings of historic  or 

a rchitec tura l interest significance da ting  from the early 19th century.  

These settlements, and  the surround ing  fa rming  and  vaca tion a reas, a re 

important parts of the fabric  of community life in Rideau Lakes, as are the 

many volunteers from these d iverse communities who perform a  variety 

of services w ithin and  for the Township . 

 

In short, Rideau Lakes is a  p lace tha t is rich in na tura l and  built heritage 

a ttributes, supported  by an interested  and  ded ica ted  c ommunity. 



v.1 Dra ft Offic ia l Plan of the Township  of Rideau Lakes Marc h 2011 

 

 
11 |  Page 

 

While Rideau Lakes’  2001 2006 Census popula tion was 9,687 10,350 

permanent residents, this significantly understa tes the size, extent of 

development and  ac tivity w ithin its borders.  There a re over 6,800 7,200 

assessed  dwellings in the Munic ipa lity. If one inc ludes both seasona l and  

permanent dwellings, the Township ’ s tota l popula tion swells to 

approximately 13,000 14,000 residents; espec ia lly evident during  the 

warmer summer months. The la rge volume of peop le in temporary 

accommodations such as campgrounds, resorts and bed and breakfasts, 

as well as boa ters traversing  the Rideau system, pushes the seasona l 

popula tion even higher. 

 

At a  b road  level, the Township  recognizes the importance of its historica l 

roots, its current ro le and  loca l assets and , build ing  on these foundations, 

seeks to foster equitab le, environmenta lly-susta inab le opportunities to 

live, work, visit and  rec rea te in a  fisca lly-sound and  united  munic ipa lity.  

The polic ies of this Plan a re designed to foster the achievement of this 

fundamenta l vision. 

 

Some observa tions and  considera tions in the development of polic ies to 

support this vision fo llow: 

 

1.3.2.1 By the end  of this Offic ia l Plan’ s p lanning  period  in 2029, the 

Township ’ s popula tion w ill be approximately 12,000 12,200 

permanent residents.  This transla tes to an average annua l 

inc rease of about 110 95 persons.  Over the course of the 

p lanning  period , the average household  size is expec ted  to 

dec line in a  manner consistent w ith b roader demographic  

trends from 2.65 persons per household  (in 1996) to 

approximately 2.5. 

 

1.3.2.2 The Township  of Rideau Lakes is loca ted  somewhat beyond the 

genera lly accep tab le da ily commuting  d istance to ma jor 

centres such as Ottawa and  Kingston.  To da te, it has not 

experienced  significant commuter-genera ted  residentia l 

g rowth p ressure, a lthough it has fe lt a  modest influence on 

residentia l demand rela ted  to p roximity to smaller urban centres 

such as Smiths Fa lls and  Perth. 

 

1.3.2.3 A combina tion of fac tors, inc lud ing  Desp ite  a  scarc ity of road -

accessib le waterfront land , inc reased awareness of 

environmenta l conc erns and  a  toughening  regula tory 

environment, has led  to a  continuing  dec line in residentia l 

development ac tivity over the past decade  residentia l 
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development has held  steady over the past five years.  This has 

transla ted  into fa lling  lot c rea tion and  residentia l build ing permit 

ac tivity.  Build ing  permits for new dwellings a re antic ipa ted  to 

stab ilize a t their p resent level of approximately 44 new dwellings 

per year.  Ma intenance of this volume of new dwellings is 

p red ica ted  on inc reased lot c rea tion ac tiv ity, which currently is 

a t about 24 lots per year.  The Township  undertook a  Lot 

Ava ilab ility Study to determine whether the levels of lot c reation 

a re meeting  demand for new residentia l development.  It was 

determined  tha t the Township  is running  a  defic it of 

approximately 28 lots per year in the 11 year study period .  The 

d irec t ramifica tion is tha t the Township  has only an eight year 

supp ly of lots ava ilab le a t p resent consumption ra tes which fa lls 

below the Provinc ia lly recommended 10 year supp ly.  

Furthermore, the South Elmsley Ward  has only a  five year supply 

of lots due to its higher consumption ra te.  This negative lot 

consumption ra te is of concern for the long  term viab ility of the 

Township  and  forms a  portion of the basis for g rowth polic ies in 

the Plan. 

 

1.3.2.4 Although it is recognized  tha t med ium and la rger-sized  urban 

settlements outside Rideau Lakes will continue to func tion as 

reta il, service and  soc ia l-cultura l centres for the Township , the 

historica l ro le of the Township ’ s various villages and  ham lets as 

residentia l communities and  loca l service centres w ill be 

supported  and  encouraged.  While an inc reasing ly mob ile 

soc iety, combined  with current la rge format reta iling , 

centra liza tion of pub lic  services and  educa tion, as well as other 

trends have worked  aga inst the surviva l of villages and hamlets, 

a  number of these communities a fford  significant tourism and 

rec rea tion-based opportunities.  These opportunities a re 

supported  by the rich history assoc ia ted  w ith the development 

of the communities, uniq ue physica l settings and  an 

a rchitec tura lly-interesting  built environment. 

 

1.3.2.5 It goes without saying  tha t there a re a  huge number of 

rec rea tiona l dwellings on and  ad jacent to the many water 

bod ies in the Township .  Historica lly, these residences func tioned 

as secondary residences to persons whose p rinc ipa l residence 

was outside the Township .  While, in recent years, a  number of 

these dwellings have been transformed into p rinc ipa l 

residences, there is no evidence to suggest tha t this is currently 

a  w idespread  phenomenon.  Notwithstand ing  this, significant 

renova tion, repa ir and  enla rgement ac tivity is occurring  in 
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re la tion to these residences.  This ac tivity is not surp rising , g iven 

the advanced age of many of these dwellings and  inc reasing  

expec ta tions for the  qua lity and  amenities of rec rea tiona l 

p roperties.  The Lot Ava ilab ility Study examined the issuance of 

build ing  permits to determine the usage of rec rea tiona l 

wa terfront p roperties and  found tha t cottages p rior to 2000 

made up  c lose to 50% of new resident ia l construc tion but this 

has changed d ramatica lly in the past decade where in 2008 

only 7% of new dwellings were cottages.  Waterfront 

development is being  transformed from a  seasona l to 

permanent year round type of use which w ill p lace add itiona l 

burdens on Township  resources.   

 

1.3.2.6 The most significant na tura l fea ture of the Township  is its wa ter 

bod ies. These a re a  resource of paramount va lue for 

rec rea tiona l and  tourism purposes and  must be p rotec ted from 

environmenta l degrada tion through means such as the 

estab lishment of polic ies re la ted  to sewage d isposa l, surface 

and  g round water p rotec tion, wa ter-oriented  rec rea tion and  

tourism and residentia l development.  As a  mature recreational 

and  tourist a rea , considerab le effort must be placed on polic ies 

to ensure tha t changes to existing  developments a re 

undertaken in an environmenta lly-sensitive and  susta inab le 

manner.  Add itiona lly, the volunta ry conserva tion efforts of 

ind ividua ls, assoc ia tions and  non-profit g roups c an be used  to 

help  p rotec t and  enhance lake environments. 

 

1.3.2.7 The Township  possesses limited  resources in terms of agricultural 

lands and  minera l and  minera l aggrega te resources.  In the 

case of agriculture, while historica lly important to the Township, 

there a re very few areas reflec ting  soils w ith high agricultura l 

capab ility.  Vig ilance must, therefore, be exerc ised  in 

p rotec ting  these a reas from intrusion by incompatib le land uses 

tha t could  serve to undermine agricultura l ac tivities.  With 

respec t to minera l aggrega tes and  certa in minera ls, sim ila r 

polic y c oncerns a rise as a  result of resource scarc ity. 

 

1.3.2.8 The Township  recognizes the fundamenta l importance of the 

business community, particula rly in re la tion to its contributions to 

the tourism and rec rea tiona l sec tors of the economy, as well as 

its contributions to the munic ipa l tax base and  loca l 

emp loyment opportunities.  The Township  seeks to support the 

c rea tion and  economic  hea lth of loca l enterp rises, as well as to 

ensure tha t unacceptab le environmental impacts and land use 



v.1 Dra ft Offic ia l Plan of the Township  of Rideau Lakes Marc h 2011 

 

 
14 |  Page 

conflic ts a re not g enera ted  through their ac tivities. 

 

1.3.2.9 Given tha t, as a  mature vaca tion and  rec rea tiona l a rea , much 

of the Township ’ s developab le shoreline is a lready fully 

developed, it is antic ipa ted  tha t there w ill be inc reasing  

p ressure for higher density forms of wa ter-oriented  

development to accommodate new seasona l or permanent 

residents.  While the current technolog ies and  imp lica tions for 

munic ipa l responsib ility for communa l water and  sewage 

systems pose considerab le financ ia l and  other obstac les for 

both munic ipa lities and  land  owners contempla ting  such 

development, the Township  must monitor developments in this 

a rea  and  respond with appropria te land  use and  servic ing  

polic ies, inc lud ing  Offic ia l Plan amendments, where necessary.  

In the interim, however, development w ill like ly continue to 

occur a lmost exc lusively on p riva te services and  a t the 

charac teristica lly low densities assoc ia ted  w ith rura l a reas. 

 

1.3.3 Objectives of the Plan 

 

The ob jec tives set forth in this Plan have evolved  from the historica l 

development and  charac ter of the Township ’ s na tura l, economic , soc ia l 

and  cultura l environments.  These ob jec tives reflec t Counc il’ s vision for 

the Township ’ s development in the coming  years and  sha ll be used  for 

guidance in Counc il’ s dec ision-making . 

 

1.3.3.1 To ma inta in and , where possib le, to improve the qua lity of the 

environment, particula rly in regard  to the hea lth, sa fety, 

convenience and  welfa re of seasona l and  permanent 

residents, as well as visitors to the a rea . 

 

1.3.3.2 To p reserve and  enhance the rura l, rec rea tiona l and  vacation-

oriented  flavour of the Township , while p rovid ing  opportunities 

for contro lled , environmenta lly-susta inab le g rowth, particula rly 

w ithin the tourism sec tor. 

 

1.3.3.3 To p reserve and  enhance water bod ies and  their environs by 

encourag ing  development and  redevelop ment which is 

environmenta lly-sensitive and  which ma inta ins or improves 

water qua lity and  the shoreline environment. 

 

1.3.3.4 To encourage steady, d iversified  and  ba lanced economic  

g rowth to build  a  more favourab le assessment base and  to 

ensure a  reasonab le range of emp loyment opportunities in 
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order tha t young peop le w ill choose to stay in, or return to, the 

Township . 

 

1.3.3.5 To ensure tha t land  use designa tions and  re la ted  polic ies foster 

economic  g rowth and  d iversification, inc luding opportunities for 

home-based and  tourism-based businesses. 

 

1.3.3.6 To support both existing  loca l businesses and  agricultura l 

opera tions in recognition of the vita l and  historic  ro le these 

sec tors have p layed  in the Township 's development. 

 

1.3.3.7 To p rovide for the p rotec tion of na tura l resources, such a s 

agricultura l lands, forests, g round and  surface water, minera l 

aggrega tes and  minera ls. 

 

1.3.3.8 To streng then the ro le of villages and  hamlets such as Newboro 

as loca l commerc ia l, residentia l, soc ia l, and  cultura l centres for 

the Township , as well as to enhance  their func tion in p rovid ing  

services and  fac ilities tha t ca ter to tourists and  seasona l 

residents. 

 

1.3.3.9 To c onserve and  p rotec t cultura l heritage resources, inc lud ing  

historic  a reas, build ings, sites, landmarks, landscapes and  

a rchaeolog ica l rema ins. 

 

1.3.3.10 To have particula r regard  to the Rideau Cana l Corridor and  a ll 

its component parts - its scenic  e lements, its historic  va lue - a ll 

it’ s built and  na tura l a ttributes. 

 

1.3.3.11 To enhance the aesthetic  qua lities of the built and  na tura l 

environment. 

 

1.3.3.12 To encourage the p rovision of an adequate supp ly and  range 

of housing  types and  supporting  amenities to sa tisfy the needs 

of existing  and  future residents, inc lud ing  those with spec ia l 

needs. 

 

1.3.3.13 To develop  and  ma inta in suffic ient parkland , open space and  

community fac ilities to meet the needs of va rious age and  

soc io-economic  g roups. 

 

1.3.3.14 To p rotec t existing  land  uses from the impac ts of incompatib le 

development and  to ensure tha t new or expand ing  uses a re 

well integra ted  into existing  developed a reas. 
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1.3.3.15 To p romote environmenta lly-sound development and  energy 

conserva tion p rac tices through the planning and development 

approva l p rocesses. 

 

1.3.3.16 To p rotec t significant na tura l heritage features such as wetlands 

and  a reas of na tura l and  sc ientific  interest. 

 

1.3.3.17 To minimize risks to persons and  p rop erty a rising  from na tura l 

hazards such as flood ing , organic  soils and  steep  or unstab le 

slopes. 

 

1.3.3.18 To ensure tha t, in reviewing  development p roposa ls, adequate 

a ttention is pa id  to human-made hazards such as 

contamina ted  sites or abandoned mine sites. 

 

1.3.3.19 To estab lish deta iled  land  use polic ies to be used  as the basis for 

eva lua ting  development p roposa ls, particula rly in those 

instances where such p roposa ls may be in keep ing  w ith some 

ob jec tives but in c onflic t w ith others. 

 

1.3.3.20 To work w ith various non-profit organiza tions and  assoc ia tions, 

as well as agenc ies such as Parks Canada and  the 

Conserva tion Authorities towards common rec rea tiona l, 

conserva tion and  tourist-oriented objec tives, particularly as they 

re la te to the Rideau Cana l Corridor, the tra il system and various 

conserva tion and  pub lic  rec rea tiona l lands. 

 

1.3.3.21 To conduc t p lanning  with an open p rocess, p roduc ing  polic ies 

which a re fa ir in their d istribution of benefits and  influences. 
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SECTION 2 GENERAL DEVELOPMENT POLICIES 

 

 

2.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

The polic ies of this sec tion dea l w ith development considera tions tha t a re 

genera lly app licab le to various land  uses within the Township  and  should be 

read  in conjunc tion w ith the spec ific  land  use polic ies conta ined in the Land 

Use Policies sec tion of this Plan. 

 

2.2 WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT POLICIES 
 

2.2.1 Historica lly, the a reas of the Township  which abut or a re ad jacent to the 

Rideau Waterway and  the Township ’ s many lakes and  rivers have a ttrac ted 

tremendous interest as summer rec rea tiona l a reas.  Over the years, low 

density seasona l dwellings evolved  in a  linear fashion as waterfront a reas 

were d iscovered  by residents of nearby towns and  various communities 

much fa rther away, such as Ottawa and  Toronto, as well as the United States 

of America .  This is hard ly surp rising , g iven the bea utiful shoreline a reas of 

Rideau Lakes with their fabulous aesthetic  appea l and  superb  le isure and  

rec rea tiona l opportunities. 

 

The cottages tha t were construc ted  in the Township ’ s waterfront a reas 

trad itiona lly func tioned  sole ly as secondary residences used  on a  seasona l 

basis by their owners, whose p rinc ipa l p lace of residence was loca ted  

elsewhere.  Road access, where ava ilab le, has genera lly been by p riva te 

road .  This form of development has a  long  trad ition in Rideau Lakes and  

many other jurisd ic tions. 

 

The waterfront a reas of the Township  a re a lso d istinguished  by the p resence 

of other long -stand ing  uses tha t a re func tiona lly-re la ted  to the water. These 

inc lude parks, lock sta tions and  a  range of tourist c ommerc ia l uses such as 

resorts, summer c amps, campgrounds and  marinas. 

 

In recent years, there have been p ressures ac ross cottage country (both in 

the Township  and  elsewhere) to use waterfront residentia l p roperties on a  

more intensive, multi-season basis.  The reasons for this are related to a broad 

range of fac tors inc lud ing , among others, demographic  and  lifestyle 

considera tions.  The trend  has been assoc ia ted  w ith the improvement and  

enla rgement of existing  dwellings and  p riva te sewage d isposa l and  water 

systems, the c rea tion of new lots through the consent p rocess, the 

construc tion of inc reasing ly la rger new dwellings on existing  vacant or new 

lots and  changes in occupancy from secondary or seasona l use to princ ipal 

or permanent use. 
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As undeveloped waterfront p roperty becomes inc reasing ly scarce, as 

existing  p roperties become more intensively used , and as pressures mount to 

permit higher density development, there is a  need to ensure tha t 

appropria te Offic ia l Plan polic ies a re in p lace to ensure the protec tion of the 

Township ’ s waterfront a rea ’ s unique physica l and  environmental charac ter. 
 

2.2.2 While the charac ter of spec ific  wa terfront a reas varies, some of the key 

elements of this c harac ter a re: 

 

 The unique and  limited  land  use mix, overa ll low density of 

development and  d istinc t form and  massing  of b uild ings; 

 

 The p resence of spec tacula r vistas and  a lluring  na tura l landscapes, 

and  the integra tion of build ings and  struc tures into those landscapes 

with minima l d isturbance; 

 

 The p riva te roads which genera lly p rovide road  access to waterfront 

p roperties, as well as the low-volume design of such roads, which is 

typ ica lly d ic ta ted  by, and  adapts to, topography and  vegeta tion; 

 

 The important ro le of the water and  shoreline a reas in supporting  

na tura l heritage fea tures, through the p rovision of hab ita t for flo ra , 

fauna  and  aquatic  life; 

 

 The contributions of the water and  shoreline a reas in terms of cultura l 

heritage, le isure and  rec rea tiona l opportunities, as well as economic  

and  employment benefits in the service sec tor, resulting  from tourism 

and rec rea tiona l p roperty development. 

 

2.2.3 Given the importance of ma inta ining  the long  term quality and charac ter of 

wa ter bod ies and  their environs, the fo llowing  development polic ies relating 

to lake capac ity, wa ter setbacks, water frontage, narrow channels and boat 

capac ity sha ll app ly. Proposa ls involving  the repa ir, renova tion, 

reconstruc tion or enla rgement of existing  build ings and struc tures situated on 

waterfront lots sha ll be consistent w ith these waterfront development 

polic ies and  those ob jec tives set out under the Waterfront Development 

Objectives sec tion of this Plan. 

 

2.2.3.1 Lake Capac ity 

 

2.2.3.1.1 Big  Rideau Lake is the only cold  water lake in the 

Township  and  it is managed as a  lake trout lake by the 

Ministry of Na tura l Resources.  Based on d issolved oxygen 
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profiles and  lake capac ity modelling , Big  Rideau Lake is 

c lassified  as modera tely sensitive.  All other lakes in the 

Township  a re warm water lakes.  All Township  lakes can 

accommodate some limited  add itiona l development, 

based  on c urrent water qua lity. 

 

2.2.3.1.2 For any development p roposa l tha t would  result in the 

c rea tion of more than three lots or dwelling  units having  

d irec t or deeded water access, a  lake impac t study to 

assess the effec t of development and  add itiona l nutrient 

load ings on lake water qua lity w ill be required . A lake 

impac t study sha ll a lso be required  for any significant 

development p roposa l, as determined  by the approva l 

authority, for a  non-residentia l use within 300 metres of a  

lake.  The approva l of such p roposa l sha ll not be g ranted 

where a  documented  negative impac t on wa ter qua lity 

would  be the result; and  where such impac t(s) could  not 

be adequately mitiga ted . 

 

2.2.3.2 Water Setback 

 

2.2.3.2.1 An adequate water setback serves an important func tion 

in re la tion to the p rotec tion of the na tura l and  cultura l 

heritage charac teristic s and  water qua lity of the lakes 

and  rivers of the Township .  The intent of a  water setback 

is to p revent the d isturbance of the shoreline a rea  as a  

result of the p lacement of build ings and  struc tures, 

inc lud ing  sewage systems, or the remova l of the soil 

mantle and  na tura l vegeta tion.  In add ition to preserving 

the na tura l aesthetic  qua lities of the shoreline as viewed 

from the water, an appropria te water setback can 

reduce phosphorus and  other nutrient loads to the lake 

and , in combina tion w ith vegeta tion, p revent erosion 

and  sed imenta tion, and  improve the hab ita t of p lant, 

fish, and  anima l spec ies.  Development or site a ltera tion 

such as filling , g rad ing  and  excava ting  sha ll occur a  

minimum d istance of 30 metres from the norma l high 

water mark of any wa ter body.  The quantitative element 

of this setback sha ll be imp lemented  through the 

comprehensive Zoning  By-law, while the qua lita tive 

elements sha ll be addressed  through the Site Plan Control 

p rocess. 

 

2.2.3.2.2 Where lake-spec ific  or site -spec ific  cond itions sugg est 
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tha t it would  be appropria te, the minimum water setback 

may be inc reased.  Examples of the la tter would  inc lude 

sites w ith steep  slopes, limited  soil dep th, sub -op tima l (i.e. 

very high or very low) soil percola tion ra tes, or limited  

vegeta tive cover, or a reas identified as having significant 

heritage va lue. 

 

2.2.3.2.3 Development or site a ltera tion may be permitted  less 

than 30 metres from a  water body in situa tions where 

existing  lots or existing  developments p rec lude the 

reasonab le possib ility of achieving  the setback. 

Add itiona lly, As such there may be isola ted  cases where 

site-spec ific  cond itions would  make it appropria te to 

reduce the setback in re la tion to a  p roposed lot.  Any 

p roposa l for development or site a ltera tion p roposed  to 

occur less than 30 metres from a  water body shall may be 

sub jec t to the polic ies of the Fish Habitat and Adjacent 

Lands and  Environmental Impact Assessments sec tions of 

this Plan, as determined  by the Township  upon review of 

site-spec ific  cond itions and  the overa ll sca le of 

development. 

 

2.2.3.2.4 Water setback requirements sha ll not app ly to docks, 

boa thouses, pump houses and  other marine fac ilities 

accessory to permitted  uses.  Depend ing  upon their 

loca tion in re la tion to the water, such struc tures may 

require permits from approva l authorit ies such as Parks 

Canada, the Ministry of Na tura l Resources and  the 

re levant Conserva tion Authority in add ition to, or instead 

of, approva ls from the Township . 

 

2.2.3.2.5 It is the polic y of this Plan to encourage the p rotec tion of 

existing  na tura l vegeta tion from d isturbance and  the 

revegeta tion or na tura liza tion of a ltered  or d isturbed  

shoreline a reas through the development approva l 

p rocess.  Among other tools, tree cutting  by-laws and site 

a ltera tion by-laws as authorized  in the Munic ipa l Ac t, as 

well as Site Plan Control may be utilized  by the Township  

for this purpose. 

 

2.2.3.3 Water Frontage 
 

2.2.3.3.1 As a  genera l rule, the minimum water frontage for any 

new waterfront lot sha ll be 60 metres.  This requirement 
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may be inc reased where lake -spec ific  or site -spec ific  

cond itions suggest tha t it would  be appropria te and shall 

be imp lemented  through the Zoning  By-law. 
 

2.2.3.3.2 Where the c rea tion of more than three non-waterfront 

lots from a  waterfront land  hold ing  is p roposed, a  user-in-

common deeded waterfront parcel of land  sha ll 

genera lly be p rovided , such parcel to have a  minimum 

water frontage of 15 metres per non-waterfront lot, or as 

otherwise determined  by the Township . 
 

2.2.3.3.3 Water frontage requirements of this sec tion sha ll be 

app lied  on a  dwelling  unit basis for any c luster-type 

development involving  the p roposed siting  of more than 

one dwelling  unit on a  lot. 

 

2.2.3.4 Narrow Channels 
 

2.2.3.4.1 The confined  na ture of narrow channels and approaches 

to lock sta tions can result in sa fety and  compatib ility 

issues for boa ters and  landowners.  A narrow channel is 

defined  as a  waterbody where the d istance from shore 

to shore is 150 metres or less.  Given the importance of 

ensuring  pub lic  sa fety, the development of struc tures 

such as marine fac ilities w ill not be permitted  in a  narrow 

channel or an entrance to a  loc k sta tion where a  hazard 

to naviga tion would  result, as identified  by the approva l 

authority or Parks Canada, as app licab le. 
 

2.2.3.5 New Lot Crea tion on Narrow Channels 
 

New lot c rea tion on narrow channels w ill be permitted  in 

accordance w ith the fo llowing : 

 

2.2.3.5.1 Where the d istance of the narrow channel from shore to 

shore is 90 metres or g rea ter, a  minimum shoreline 

frontage of 90 metres is required . 
 

2.2.3.5.2 Where the d istance of the narrow channel from shore to 

shore is less than 90 metres, a  minimum shoreline frontage 

of 120 metres w ill be required . 

 

2.2.3.6 Boat Capac ity on the Rideau Cana l 

 

While the Rideau Cana l and  the Township ’ s inland  lakes do does 
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not experience boa t capac ity issues a t this time, there a re 

loca lized  a reas such as narrow channels, near existing  marinas 

and  in the vic inity of lock sta tions, where there is potentia l for 

boa ter conflic ts. Proponents of la rge -sca le water-oriented  

development p rojec ts w ill be required  to consult w ith the 

approva l authority and  Parks Canada during  the p repara tion of 

a  concept to assess the effec t of development on sa fe and  

enjoyab le  naviga tion of the Rideau Cana l and  inland  lakes. 

 

2.2.4 Waterfront Development Objectives 

 

The Township  recognizes tha t there a re numerous dwellings and  accessory 

struc tures which do not comply w ith the zone p rovisions set out under the 

existing  c omprehensive zoning  by-law. These older build ings and  struc tures 

a re recognized  as being  non-complying  as they re la te to current 

performance standards (e.g . wa ter setbacks, lot coverage and  floor space 

index p rovisions, shoreline a rea  occupancy, etc .). The Township  antic ipa tes 

tha t many land  owners w ill seek to repa ir, renova te, reconstruc t and / or 

enla rge these non-complying  struc tures over time. To guide such ac tivities, 

the Township  has estab lished  a  series of Waterfront Development Objec tives 

which ought to be consulted  p rior to the submission of a  p lanning  

app lica tion involving  development on the water. The ob jec tives set out in 

this regard  inc lude: 

 

2.2.4.1 Reconstruc tion and / or enla rgement of a non-complying build ing 

or struc ture sha ll involve efforts to maximize the water setback, 

having  regard  for the physica l constra ints of the lot . Where 

existing  water setback defic ienc ies exist , p roposa ls sha ll not 

further reduce such defic ienc ies. In add ition, efforts sha ll be 

made to minimize the impac t of new construc tion on the natural 

aesthetic  and  environmenta l qua lities of the shoreline a rea . 

Regard  sha ll be had  for the Water Setback p rovisions of this Plan.   

 

2.2.4.2 The rep lacement of existing  sep tic  systems, or the insta lla tion of 

new systems, sha ll maximize the water setback, having regard for 

the physica l constra ints of the lot. The incorpora tion of tertia ry 

trea tment systems and  other technolog ies sha ll be exp lored  

when p roposing  development on waterfront lots which a re 

physica lly c onstra ined  and / or situa ted  in c lose p roximity to 

sensitive na tura l heritage fea tures or potab le water resources. 

The Township  may require spec ia lized  stud ies or reports from 

qua lified  sep tic  insta llers to identify a ll system -rela ted  op tions 

ava ilab le to p riva te land  owners. 
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2.2.4.3 Existing  sep tic  systems which a re identified  as being  non-

compliant w ith the requirements of the Township ’ s Zoning  By-law 

and / or the Ontario Build ing  Code (OBC), may require 

rep lacement or upgrades when reviewed in conjunc tion w ith 

p roposa ls to repa ir, renova te, reconstruc t, or enla rge non-

complying  dwellings. Through its review of p lanning  applications, 

the Township  may require p roof tha t an existing  sep t ic  system is 

func tioning  p roperly. Add itiona l information may be required  to 

ensure the system is adequately sized  and  configured  to comply 

w ith the requirements of the OBC. 

 

2.2.4.4 Projec ts involving  the repa ir, renova tion, reconstruc tion or 

enla rgement of non-complying  build ings or struc tures sha ll 

incorpora te measures to estab lish a  15-metre strip  of una ltered , 

na tura lized  land  abutting  the shoreline. Commonly referred to as 

a  ‘‘ ribbon of life ’’ , this na tura lized  buffer w ill help  to achieve 

conformity w ith the Plan’ s b roader Waterfront Development and  

Environmentally-Sensitive Development polic ies. 

 

2.2.4.5 The reconstruc tion or enla rgement of non-complying build ings or 

struc tures sha ll not nega tively a lter existing  d ra inage pa tterns 

thereby d irec ting  runoff into nearby waterbod ies and / or 

neighbouring  p roperties. Proposa ls a ffec ting  waterfront lands 

sha ll incorpora te mitiga tion measures inc luding: eaves-troughing, 

vegeta ted  buffers, and  other fea tures used  to contro l runoff , 

improve water qua lity, and  p revent off-site drainage. A drainage 

p lan illustra ting  p roposed cut and  fill loca tions, landscap ing  

elements, and  other items may be required  in support of 

development p roposa ls on the water. In reviewing  d ra inage 

p lans, regard  sha ll be had  for the Surface Water Quality and 

Quantity polic ies of this Plan. 

 

2.2.4.6 Planning  app lica tions involving  p roposa ls to repa ir, renova te, 

reconstruc t, or enla rge a  non-complying build ing or struc ture shall 

reflec t efforts to reduce the amount (%) of struc tura l coverage 

within the immed ia te shoreline a rea  (i.e . 3m strip  of land abutting 

the shoreline) and  within tha t portion of la nd  fa lling  w ithin 60m of 

a  waterbody. Proposa ls which may result in excess struc tura l 

coverage sha ll exp lore op tions to offset environmenta l and  

aesthetic  impac ts by removing , downsizing , or re loca ting  

build ings or struc tures which have defic ient wa ter setbacks. 

 

2.2.4.7 The Township  sha ll use the above-noted Waterfront Development 

Ob jec tives for guidance during  the review of p lanning  
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app lica tions assoc ia ted  w ith non-complying  build ings or 

struc tures situa ted  on waterfront lands. In imp lementing  these 

ob jec tives, the Township  may require financ ia l or other 

guarantees to ensure compliance with the cond itions of an 

approved  p lanning  app lica tion. The Township shall endeavour to 

adopt a  deta iled  polic y of the c ircumstances under which 

financ ia l and  other guarantees sha ll be required  to ensure 

consistency of app lica tion.  Land  owners a re encouraged to 

p roac tively incorpora te measures tha t illustra te conformity w ith 

these ob jec tives to fac ilita te the review of their development 

p roposa ls.  

 

2.2.5 Various land  use and  genera l development polic ies of this Plan support the 

p reserva tion of wa terfront a reas and  inc lude polic ies tha t a re a imed 

spec ifica lly a t those a reas.  By way of example,  particula r regard  should  be 

had  to the fo llowing  sec tions of the Plan: 

 

2.2.5.1 Road Access and Private Roads sec tions of the Plan, for spec ia l 

polic ies tha t p rovide continuing  recognition of, and  support to, 

wa terfront development w ith p riva te road  access; 

 

2.2.5.2 Environmentally-Sensitive Development sec tion for polic ies to 

encourage development tha t fits into the existing  na tura l and  

built environments, inc lud ing  minimizing  d isturbance to the 

na tura l environment ad jacent to shorelines of wa ter bod ies; 

 

2.2.5.3 Fish Habitat and Adjacent Lands sec tion, which sets out polic ies 

for the p rotec tion of wa ter bod ies as a  vita l component of 

na tura l ecosystems; 

 

2.2.5.4 Cultural Heritage Resources sec tion, which speaks to the spec ia l 

cultura l heritage significance of a reas on or near water bod ies in 

terms of the scenic  vistas and  landscapes that have resulted from 

the interp lay between the built and  na tura l environments. 

 

2.2.5.5 Archaeological Resources sec tion, which underscores the 

importance of wa terfront a reas to our understand ing  of the 

history of First Na tions peop les, the early settlement of the 

Township  and  c onstruc tion of the Rideau Cana l system. 

 

2.2.5.6 Natural Hazards Features sec tion, which identifies potentia l 

flood ing  and  steep  slope concerns tha t can pose re la tively 

g rea ter risks to persons and  p roperty w ithin waterfront a reas. 
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2.2.5.7 Surface Water Quality and Quantity sec tion, which focuses on 

polic ies to p rotec t surface waters, inc lud ing  the management of 

storm water to ensure tha t wa ter bod ies a re not negatively 

a ffec ted  by the sca le, density or physica l form of development; 

 

2.2.5.8 Consent Policies sec tion of this Plan, which p rovides spec ia l 

polic ies fac ilita ting  limited  lot c rea tion in waterfront a reas, 

inc lud ing  waterfront a reas w ith p riva te road  access; 

 

2.2.5.9 Site Plan Control sec tion which, in an a ttempt to more c losely 

regula te the qua lita tive elements of wa terfront development, 

extends site p lan c ontro l requirements to a ll forms of 

development, inc lud ing  sing le dwellings where development is 

p roposed ad jacent to a  water body. 

 

2.2.5.10 The Zoning  By-law tha t imp lements this Plan sha ll inc lude spec ia l 

zones and  p rovisions to address spec ific  wa terfront polic y 

concerns of this and  other re levant sec tions of the Plan.  

 

 

2.3 ECONOMIC POLICY 

 

2.3.1 General 

 

Counc il sha ll, when considering  p roposed development, bear in mind  the 

financ ia l position of the Township  and  sha ll a ttempt to secure and  ma inta in 

a  sa tisfac tory ra tio between residentia l assessment and  industria l/  

commerc ia l assessment.  Currently, residentia l assessment accounts for over 

90% of the Township ’ s assessment base.  Counc il intends to redoub le its 

efforts to p romote the Township ’ s non-residentia l development potentia l, 

w ith the intent of inc reasing  this component of the assessment base.  The 

a im of such efforts a re, of c ourse, to streng then the Munic ipa lity’ s financ ia l 

position, reduce the residentia l p roperty tax burden, p rovide enhanced 

employment opportunities for residents and  inc reased loca l access to a  

w ider range of goods and  services. 

 

If required , Counc il may deem app lica tions for further residentia l 

development as p remature until such time as it is sa tisfied  tha t it has the 

financ ia l resources to continue to supp ly needed munic ipa l services and  

community fac ilities.  Where Counc il has concerns in this regard , it may 

request the p roponents of p roposed developments to undertake stud ies 

which examine these issues to Counc il’ s sa tisfac tion. 
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From time to time, in consulta tion w ith the appropria te agenc ies, Counc il 

sha ll review any inc rease in munic ipa l costs which is assoc ia ted  w ith the 

p rovision of services and  which is a ttributed  to development ac tivity.  The 

results of these reviews sha ll serve, in part, as the basis for Counc il’ s dec isions 

and  recommendations regard ing  the approva l of development p roposa ls.  

Where appropria te, Counc il may impose such cond itions as it regards 

necessary to minimize or e limina te such costs, inc lud ing  the adoptio n of a  

Development Charges By-law, pursuant to the p rovisions of the 

Development Charges Ac t. 

 

2.3.1 A Recreational Hub 

 

Economic  g rowth in the Township  is most likely to succeed if it builds upon 

the existing  streng ths and  economic  base of the community.  Ridea u Lakes is 

a lready a  long -estab lished  rec rea tiona l and  vaca tion destina tion.  In 

recognition of existing  and  potentia l tourism opportunities, Counc il shall seek 

to foster the g rowth of the Township  as a  rec rea tiona l and  vaca tion hub  for 

the mutua l benefit of both residents and  visitors to the a rea .  In particula r, 

Counc il sha ll endeavour to do the fo llowing : 

 

2.3.1.1 Encourage and  work w ith government bod ies, boards, 

commissions, committees, business organizations, private investors 

and  non-profit g roups and  assoc ia tions w ith an interest in tourism 

in Rideau Lakes, to expand and  market the Township  as a  

vaca tion and  rec rea tion destina tion. Numerous organiza tions 

such as Parks Canada, the Conserva tion Authorities, va rious 

p rovinc ia l Ministries as well as business, ra tepayer, lake, sporting , 

conserva tion and  other assoc ia tions, p lay a  d irec t or indirec t role 

in supporting  tourism and rec rea tiona l ob jec tives and  a re the 

Township ’ s partners in this c ommon interest. 

 

2.3.1.2 Build  upon the key rec rea tiona l and  tourism foundations - the 

Rideau Waterway and  extensive lake system, the Trans Canada 

and  other tra il systems and  various conserva tion and  pub lic  park 

fac ilities.  Add itiona lly, support polic ies and  initia tives to foster 

g rowth in the p rovision of tourist accommodation, restaurant 

fac ilities and  service and  reta il fac ilities oriented  to seasona l 

residents and  the vaca tioning  or travelling  pub lic . 

 

2.3.1.3 Support and  encourage the development of linkages between 

rec rea tiona l tra ils, villages and  hamlets, tourist a ttrac tions, points 

of interest and  a reas of scenic  or environmenta l interest, both 

w ithin and  outside the Township . 
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2.3.1.4 Undertake and  support tourism, rec rea tiona l, heritage, 

community improvement and  economic  development stud ies 

and  p rograms and  ac tively p romote the Township’s opportunities 

as a  multi-season rec rea tiona l and  vaca tion c entre. 

 

2.3.1.5 Encourage tourism initia tives such as seasona l festiva ls and  

sporting  and  cultura l events tha t build  upon the rich Rideau 

Waterway-based history of the a rea . 

 

2.3.1.6 Support loca l business persons seeking  to form Business 

Improvement Areas, pursuant to the p rovisions of the Munic ipa l 

Ac t. 

 

2.3.1.7 Pursuant to the p rovisions of the Munic ipa l Ac t and  sub jec t to the 

financ ia l and  other resources of the Township , assist persons, 

g roups and  bod ies who a re undertaking  tourism-rela ted  p rojec ts 

or p rograms, by doing  the fo llowing : 

 

 Making  g rants, loans and  loan guarantees; 

 Granting  land , or selling  or leasing  land  a t nomina l c ost; 

 Provid ing  sma ll business c ounselling  services; 

 Partic ipa ting  in sma ll business p rogra ms administered  by the 

Province of Onta rio; 

 Incorpora ting  a  community development corpora tion for the 

purpose of p romoting  community economic  development 

through stra teg ic  p lanning  and  inc reasing  self-re liance, 

investments and  job  c rea tion; 

 Taking  such other initia tives as a re authorized  by the Munic ipa l 

Ac t.  

 

2.3.1.8 Utilize p rovisions of the Development Charges Ac t and  the 

Munic ipa l Ac t which a llow the Township  to exempt certa in areas, 

such as a  village or community improvement p rojec t a rea , from 

the app lica tion of a  development charges by-law in order to 

stimula te p riva te sec tor tourism investment. 

 

2.3.1.9 Consider wa iving  or refund ing  part or a ll of va rious munic ipa l 

fees, such as those re la ted  to p lanning  app lications, build ing and 

demolition permits and  parkland  ded ica tion, in the context of 

tourism-enhanc ing  p rojec ts, particula rly where undertaken by 

not-for-p rofit organiza tions. 
 

2.3.1.10 Where feasib le, enter into pub lic -p riva te partnerships to develop 

tourism-oriented  p rojec ts. 
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2.4 HOUSING POLICY 

 

2.4.1 Polic ies have been inc luded  in this Plan to ensure tha t: 

 

2.4.1.1 There is a t least a  ten-year supp ly of land  designa ted  and  

ava ilab le for future residentia l development; 

 

2.4.1.2 A variety of housing  op tions a re accommodated  to meet the 

needs of p resent and  future residents, sub jec t to the limita t ions 

imposed by servic ing  and  environmenta l c onsidera tions; 

 

2.4.1.3 The p rovision of new housing  is encouraged to take p lace in the 

more built-up  a reas of the Township , such as villages and hamlets. 

 

2.4.2 The Township  intends to review the comprehensive Zoning  By-law to 

imp lement the housing  polic ies referred  to above. 

 

2.4.3 The Township  intends to monitor the residentia l land supply and the type and 

density of housing  approved  and  c onstruc ted  pursuant to this Plan. 

 

 

2.5 EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES 

 

It is the intention of the Township  to work c losely w ith the re levant Boards of 

Educa tion in determining  the need and  loca tion for future educa tiona l fac ilities, 

and  in integra ting  educa tiona l fac ilities w ith the Township ’ s other community 

fac ilities.  Where development app lica tions could  significantly a ffec t p resent or 

future educa tiona l fac ilities, the school boards w ill be c onsulted . 

 

 

2.6 ENVIRONMENTALLY-SENSITIVE DEVELOPMENT 
 

2.6.1 Rideau Lakes possesses many a reas which a re spec ia l or unique.  Some of 

these a reas a re of va lue because of the na tura l environment while others 

a re spec ia l in re la tion to built form.  It sha ll be a  polic y of this Plan tha t 

development be undertaken in a  manner which is sympathetic  and  

complementary to the na tura l and  built contextual environment in which it is 

to oc cur.  Development sha ll, to the extent possib le, be designed so as to 

ma inta in, fit into and  take advantage of the na tura l, scenic  and  historic  

charac ter of ind ividua l sites and  their environs.  Some of the stra teg ies to 

achieve this ob jec tive in the context of site p lanning , lot design, road layout 

and  c onstruc tion inc lude: 
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2.6.1.1 Massing  of build ings and  struc tures so as not to domina te the 

na tura l landscape, particula rly in a reas of high potentia l impac t 

such as narrow waterways or a reas w ith scenic  vistas.  Simila rly, in 

a reas such as villages and  hamlets or in the vic inity of lock 

sta tions where the p reserva tion of the heritage va lue of the built 

environment is the dominant concern, development should  

complement the charac ter of existing  build ings, struc tures and  

the surround ing  landscape.  Where appropria te, the Township  

sha ll c ircula te development applications to Parks Canada and/ or 

the Township ’ s Munic ipa l Heritage Advisory Committee (MHAC) 

Loca l Architec tura l Conserva tion Advisory Committee (LACAC). 
 

2.6.1.2 Reta ining  as much na tura l vegeta tion as possib le, as well as 

re insta ting  vegeta tive buffers tha t a re d isturbed  or destroyed , 

particula rly where they abut shorelines, roads or ad jacent 

sensitive land  uses.  Priority sha ll be g iven to the use of na tive 

spec ies of vegeta tion. 

 

2.6.1.3 Ma inta ining  a  minimum 15-metre strip  of substantia lly undisturbed 

and  na tura lly-vegeta ted  a rea  abutting  the leng th of the 

shoreline on waterfront p roperties, sub jec t to limited  a llowance 

for water-re la ted  struc tures such as docks, pump houses and  

boa thouses.  This strip  w ill contribute to p rotec ting  the riparian 

and  littora l zones and  their assoc ia ted  hab ita t, p revent erosion, 

silta tion and  nutrient mig ra tion, and  assist in ma inta ining  the 

na tura l appearance of the shoreline a rea .  The strip  w ill form part 

of the 30-metre minimum water setback required  pursuant to the 

Waterfront Development Polic ies sec tion of this Plan and  is 

intended to ensure the p rotec tion of the most environmenta lly-

sensitive portion of the setback a rea .  Parks Canada and  the 

re levant Conserva tion Authority sha ll be c irculated development 

app lica tions, as app licab le. 
 

2.6.1.4 Through the site p lan p rocess, ensuring  wherever possib le tha t 

build ings and  struc tures a long  the shoreline, inc lud ing  marine 

fac ilities, do not genera lly occ upy more than 25% of the water 

frontage of any lot, p rovided  tha t this p rovision sha ll not app ly to 

pub lic  uses, resorts or marina  fac ilities and  simila r uses that require 

a  func tiona l re la tionship  to the water. 
 

2.6.1.5 Preserving  na tura l land  forms and  contours, particula rly when 

undertaking  g rad ing  or site a ltera tion. 

 

2.6.1.6 Attempting  to imp lement a  ‘‘ da rk skies’’  polic y, where p rac tica l, 
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in re la tion to lighting  on pub lic  roads, parks and  on p riva te 

p roperty, in order to minimize light pollution and  sp ill-over. 

 

2.6.1.7 Selec ting  storm water management approaches tha t maximize 

na tura l infiltra tion and  minimize runoff, both during  and  a fter 

construc tion.  The re levant Conserva tion Authority sha ll be 

consulted . 

 

2.6.2 The foregoing  sha ll be imp lemented  through the cap ita l works program , the 

p lanning  app lica tion p rocess, appropria te zoning  and  other by-laws, as well 

as site p lan, subd ivision and  other agreements. 
 

2.6.3 It is recognized  tha t other e lements such as a rchitec tura l style and  build ing  

c ladd ing  and  colour a re important components in  the design of 

development tha t is sensitive to and  re inforces the contextua l environment.  

To the extent tha t the leg isla tion p rovides for contro ls such as those pursuant 

to the Heritage Ac t, as well as through the Township ’ s support for the 

development and  d istribution of appropria te design guidelines by re levant 

agenc ies and  organiza tions, the Township  w ill endeavour to encourage 

development tha t c omplements its surround ings. 

 

2.6.4 The Township  sha ll encourage p roperty owners to consult with Parks Canada 

and  the re levant Conserva tion Authority, as app licab le, p rior to filing  

p lanning  app lica tions in order tha t the p rinc ip les of environmentally-sensitive 

development may be incorpora ted  into development p roposals at an early 

stage in the p lanning  p rocess. 

 

 

2.7 COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT 

 

2.7.1 It is Counc il’ s goa l to ma inta in, rehab ilita te and  upgrade the physica l 

environment in order to enhance the Township  as an a ttrac tive p lace in 

which to live, work and  rec rea te in, as well as visit as a  tourist or business 

traveller. 

 

2.7.2 In order to achieve this goa l, it is Counc il’ s intention to implement a program 

of community improvements, as defined  in the Planning  Ac t, which w ill fulfil 

the fo llowing  ob jec tives. 

 

2.7.2.1 Throughout the Township , to foster improvements by: 

 

2.7.2.1.1 Estab lishing  and  ma inta ining  the physica l infrastruc ture 

which is necessary and  appropria te for the various a reas 

and  land  uses, inc lud ing  storm dra inage, roads, lighting , 
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community fac ilities, etc .; 

 

2.7.2.1.2 Encourag ing  p roperty owners to take p ride in the 

appearance of their own prop erty and  Township  lands in 

genera l. 

 

 

2.7.2.2 In village and  hamlet a reas, to foster improvements by: 

 

2.7.2.2.1 Striving  for an equitab le d istribution of soc ia l amenities to 

serve various parts of the Township  in fac ilities which a re well 

ma inta ined , well loca ted , and  easily accessib le; 

 

2.7.2.2.2 Ensuring  the ma intenance of the existing  housing  stock and  

encourag ing  the rehab ilita tion, renova tion and  repa ir of 

o lder dwellings; 

 

2.7.2.2.3 Ma inta ining  a ttrac tive village and  hamlet a reas w ith the 

necessary physica l a ttributes to c rea te p leasant, easily 

accessib le loca l service a reas; 

 

2.7.2.2.4 Provid ing  incentives in support of villages and   hamlets to 

foster a  hea lthy loca l economy for a rea  business persons; 

 

2.7.2.2.5 Ensuring  tha t p roposed changes (add itions, a lterations, etc .) 

to existing  businesses genera lly enhance the a rea  and  a re 

compatib le w ith ad jacent land  uses; 

 

2.7.2.2.6 Encourag ing  the partic ipa tion of the p riva te sec tor in 

community improvement initia tives by involving  loca l 

merchants, business persons, residents, and  c ivic  leaders; 

 

2.7.2.2.7 Ensuring  tha t the undertaking  of spec ific  community 

improvement p rojec ts does not unduly burden the financ ia l 

capab ility of the Township ; and  

 

2.7.2.2.8 Ensuring  tha t when undertaking  community improvement 

p rojec ts due regard  is g iven to compatib ility w ith 

neighbouring  land  uses. 

 

2.7.3 The entire Township  sha ll be considered  as a reas designa ted  as Village and  

Hamlet on the Schedules to this Plan are the Community Improvement Policy 

Areas of the Township  of Rideau Lakes.  They inc lude many of the historica l 

settlement a reas of the Township . 
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The a reas so designa ted  were identified  on the basis of the c riteria  listed  in 

the fo llowing  sec tion of the Plan. 

 

Counc il w ill undertake various improvement p rograms within the Polic y 

Areas, as financ ia l resources permit and  as loca l support of residents and the  

business c ommunity d ic ta te. 

 

2.7.4 The Community Improvement Polic y Areas were designa ted  on the basis of 

an eva lua tion of ava ilab le munic ipa l services and  community fac ilities using 

the c riteria  which fo llow.  The designa ted  a reas require improvements w ith 

respec t to some or a ll o f the fo llowing  matters: 

 

2.7.4.1 The ava ilab ility and / or adequacy of munic ipa l services, inc lud ing  

storm dra inage, sanita ry sewage, water services, roads and  

lighting ; 
 

2.7.4.2 The ava ilab ility and / or adequacy of parks and  rec rea tion fac ilities 

w ithin ind ividua l villages and  hamlets and  for the Township  as a  

whole; 
 

2.7.4.3 Compatib ility of neighbouring  land  uses; 

 

2.7.4.4 Physica l amenities, inc lud ing  buffering between incompatib le land 

uses and  streetscap ing  e lements w ithin villages and  hamlets; 
 

2.7.4.5 The c ond ition of the existing  build ing  stock. 

 

2.7.5 Counc il may estab lish community improvement p rojec t a reas, as loca l 

munic ipa l resources a llow and  as government fund ing  becomes ava ilab le. 

Counc il recognizes tha t improvements will be undertaken gradually and that 

it w ill be necessary to selec t p rojec t a reas on a  p riority basis.  The fo llowing  

considera tions sha ll be taken into account in determining  high p riority areas 

for c ommunity improvement: 

 

2.7.5.1 The level of deteriora tion of munic ipa l infrastruc ture; 
 

2.7.5.2 The func tion of the villa ge or hamlet to the Township  in terms of 

serving  loca l shopp ing , emp loyment and soc ia l and cultural needs; 
 

2.7.5.3 The existing  or potentia l significance of the village or hamlet a rea  

in re la tion to serving  tourism-based economic  development 

ob jec tives. 

 

2.7.6 In order to achieve the ob jec tives for community improvement, Counc il 
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intends to use a  variety of imp lementa tion techniques and  to choose the 

appropria te technique(s) for each improvement initia tive.  Such techniques 

may inc lude, but a re not limited  to, the fo llow ing : 

 

2.7.6.1 Prepara tion and  adoption of c ommunity improvement p lans; 
 

2.7.6.2 Designa tion of community improvement p rojec t a reas by by-law; 
 

2.7.6.3 App lica tion to the appropria te government agenc ies for funds to 

support the Township ’ s p rograms; 
 

2.7.6.4 Munic ipa l acquisition of land  w ithin the community improvement 

p rojec t a rea(s) and  the c learing , g rad ing  or p reparing  of the land 

for c ommunity improvement; 

 

2.7.6.5 Enforcement of by-laws dea ling  w ith p roperty ma intenance and  

enforc ing  the Township ’ s polic ies for p roperty ma intenance and  

occupancy; 

 

2.7.6.6 Prepara tion and  adoption of an appropria te comprehensive 

Zoning  By-law; 

 

2.7.6.7 Encourag ing  p riva te sec tor rehab ilita tion by p rovid ing  residents 

and  the business community w ith information on ava ilab le 

government subsid ies and  p rograms; 

 

2.7.6.8 Entering  into pub lic -p riva te partnerships in order to rea lize the 

development of c ommunity improvement initia tives; and  

 

2.7.6.9 Provid ing  the framework for more flexib le p lanning  dec isions by 

estab lishing  zoning  regula tions which encourage both residentia l 

and  commerc ia l infill and  a  b road  range of land  uses within 

village and  hamlet a reas. 

 

 

2.8 ACCESSORY USES 

 

2.8.1 General 
 

Wherever a  use is permitted  in a  land  use designa tion, it is intended tha t 

uses, build ings or struc tures norma lly inc identa l, accessory or essentia l to that 

use sha ll a lso be permitted . 

 

Certa in struc tures, such as docks, boa thouses and  other marine struc tures 
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are only permitted  sub jec t to permit requirements of approva l authorities 

such as Parks Canada, the Ministry of Na tura l Resources and  the re levant 

Conserva tion Authority. Such accessory struc tures sha ll be designed and  

loca ted  in a  manner which addresses the p rovisions of the Environmentally-

Sensitive Development sec tion of this Plan, as well as matters such as non-

interference with naviga tion, fish and  wild life ha b ita t, the na tura l flow of the 

water, potentia l damage from water levels and  ice, narrow water body 

constra ints, access from land  and  water and  p rivacy impac ts assoc ia ted  

w ith p rojec ting  p roperty lines into the water.  Where struc tures extend  

beyond the high water mark so tha t they a re loca ted  partly or entirely in the 

beds of wa ter bod ies, they sha ll be construc ted  and  ma inta ined  in 

accordance with the regula tions and  cond itions of the Federa l or Provinc ia l 

authority having  jurisd ic tion. 

 

No boa thouse or o ther marine struc ture sha ll conta in a  dwelling  unit or any 

fac ilities for human hab ita tion. 

 

Where a  non-residentia l use is permitted  as a  p rinc ipa l use by the 

imp lementing  Zoning  By-law, permitted  accessory uses may inc lude a  

dwelling  which is accessory to such non-residentia l use. 

 

In add ition to the genera lity of the foregoing , the fo llowing  spec ific  polic ies 

sha ll app ly to uses which a re accessory to a  p rinc ipa l residentia l use. 

 

2.8.2 Home-Based Businesses 
 

Home-based businesses a re sma ll-sca le economic  ac tivities conduc ted  on 

the site of a  residentia l dwelling  by the occupants.  It is recognized  tha t 

home-based businesses p lay an important func tion in the p rovision of loca l 

emp loyment opportunities to Township  residents. 

 

It is the polic y of this Plan to permit home-based businesses wherever 

residentia l dwellings a re permitted .  The type and  sca le of home -based 

businesses sha ll be appropria te ly regula ted  in the imp lementing  Zoning  By-

law to ensure tha t such uses a re c learly anc illa ry to the ma in residentia l use, 

do not detrac t from the residentia l charac ter of the p roperty on which they 

a re loca ted , and  a re compatib le w ith surround ing  uses.  To this end , the 

imp lementing  Zoning  By-law may restric t home-based businesses such that in 

certa in a reas they sha ll be conduc ted  entire ly w ithin the dwelling  and  only 

those uses with which there is no assoc ia ted  noise, odour, smoke, significant 

outdoor d isp lay or other potentia l nuisances sha ll be permitted .  Tra ffic , 

parking , heavy vehic le storage and  opera tion and road a ccess may also be 

regula ted , having  particula r regard  to Provinc ia l highway access and  

potentia l func tiona l and  sa fety impac ts. 
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Priva te home daycare fac ilities sha ll be permitted  as a  home -based 

business. 

 

2.8.3 Bed and Breakfast Establishments 

 

Bed  and  b reakfast estab lishments a re small-scale temporary lodging fac ilities 

typ ica lly conduc ted  within the opera tor’s residence.  Bed and breakfasts are 

an important c omponent of the Township ’ s tourism support stra tegy. 

 

It is the polic y of this Plan to permit a  bed  and  b reakfast use within a  sing le -

detached dwelling  p rovided  tha t the physica l c harac ter of the dwelling  is 

not substantia lly a ltered .  Pursuant to this policy, the implementing Zoning By-

law sha ll define a  bed  and  b reakfast use, as d istinc t from a  rooming  o r 

board ing  house, and  sha ll estab lish zone p rovisions which restric t the bed  

and  b reakfast use so tha t it is c learly an accessory use to the sing le -

detached dwelling . 

 

A bed  and  b reakfast use sha ll only be permitted  in a  sing le -detached 

dwelling  which is p ermitted  as a  p rinc ipa l use in the zone in which the 

dwelling  is loca ted , pursuant to the imp lementing  Zoning By-law.  A bed and 

b reakfast use sha ll not be permitted  in an accessory sing le -detached 

dwelling . 

 

 

2.9 SPECIAL RESIDENTIAL USES 

 

2.9.1 Garden Suites 
 

Garden suites a re sing le dwellings tha t a re designed to be portable in nature 

and  anc illa ry to a  p rinc ipa l residentia l dwelling  as defined  in Sec tion 39 of 

the Planning  Ac t.  Garden suites a re intended as housing  for those who a re 

genera lly capab le of living  independently but who, by virtue of their age or 

a  d isab ility require the support of others to live on their own. 

 

This Plan sha ll a llow the estab lishment of a  garden suite on any lot upon 

which a  sing le-detached dwelling  is a  permitted  use, sub jec t to the 

adoption of a  site -spec ific  temporary use Zoning  By-law amendment in 

accordance with the re levant p rovisions of the Planning  Ac t.  In considering 

a  request for a  Zoning  By-law amendment, the Township  sha ll consider 

whether or not the inc reased intensity of use tha t would  result from the 

garden suite c an be adequately addressed  in the p roposa l.  In this regard , 

the app licant sha ll be required  to demonstra te tha t the garden suite can be 

sited  in accordance with app licab le zoning  standards, tha t sewage and  
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water services w ill be adequate and  tha t there w ill be no unacceptab le 

impac ts on ad jacent land  uses. 

 

It is the intent of this Plan tha t a  garden suite sha ll be removed from a  lot a t 

such time as it is no longer required  to accommodate the occupant for 

whom it was orig ina lly erec ted . 

 

2.9.1.1 This Plan sha ll a llow the estab lishment of a  garden suite on 

any lot upon which a  sing le dwelling  is a  permitted  use 

pursuant to the Zoning  By-law tha t imp lements the Plan. 

Zoning  to accommodate garden suites may be estab lished  

through the fo llowing  means: 

 

2.9.1.1.1 The estab lishment of a  garden suite as an as-of-right 

permitted  use in certa in zones of the Township ’ s 

Comprehensive Zoning  By-law; and / or 

 

2.9.1.1.2 An amendment to the Township ’ s Zoning  By-law to 

a llow a  garden suite on a  site -spec ific  basis in 

response to a  zoning  by-law amendment application. 

 

2.9.1.2 In zoning  for garden suites, the Township  sha ll g ive 

considera tion to appropria te p lanning  c riteria , such as: 

 

2.9.1.2.1 The compatib ility of a  garden suite w ith other 

permitted  uses of the zone in which it is to be loca ted; 

 

2.9.1.2.2 Land use c ompatib ility w ith existing  uses in the a rea ; 

 

2.9.1.2.3 The suitab ility of the lot, having  regard  to its size, shape 

and  other re levant c harac teristic s; 

 

2.9.1.2.4 The ab ility of the garden suite to meet zone 

requirements for such matters as lo t coverage, 

required  yards, parking , etc . 

 

2.9.1.3 The Township  may utilize the site p lan contro l p rocess to 

contro l development deta ils such as the siting  of build ings, 

struc tures, sewage and  water services, fac ilities and  

amenities assoc ia ted  w ith a  garden suite . 

 

2.9.1.4 Zoning  for a  garden suite sha ll be cond itiona l upon the 

owner of the land  entering  into an agreement w ith the 

Township  dea ling  w ith such matters related to the temporary 
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use of the garden suite as considered  necessary and  

advisab le, inc lud ing : 

 

2.9.1.4.1 The insta lla tion, ma intenance and  remova l of the 

garden suite; 

 

2.9.1.4.2 The period  of occupancy of the garden suite by any 

of the persons names in the agreement; and  

 

2.9.1.4.3 The monetary or other form of security tha t the 

Township  may require for ac tua l or potentia l c osts to 

the Township  re la ted  to the garden suite. 

 

2.9.1.5 It is the intent of this Plan tha t a  garden suite sha ll be 

removed from a  lot a t such time as it is no longer required  to 

accommodate the occupant for which it was orig ina lly 

erec ted . 

 

 

2.9.2 Group Homes 

 

A g roup  home is d efined  as a  sing le housekeep ing  unit in a  residentia l 

dwelling  in which three to ten residents, exc lud ing  the sta ff or receiving  

family, live together under responsib le supervision consistent w ith the 

requirements of its residents.  The g roup  home sha ll ge nera lly be licensed or 

approved  under Provinc ia l Sta tute and  sha ll be in compliance with 

Munic ipa l by-laws.  The fo llowing  polic ies sha ll app ly to the estab lishment of 

g roup  homes. 

 

2.9.2.1 Group homes sha ll be permitted  in sing le -detached 

dwellings in any designa tion in which a  sing le -detached 

dwelling  is permitted . 

 

2.9.2.2 No person sha ll opera te, or permit to opera te, a  g roup  

home without reg istering  the g roup  home with the Township 

Clerk in accordance with the requirements of the Township’s 

Group Home Reg istra tion By-law, if any. 

 

2.9.2.3 In order to p revent an undue concentra tion of group homes 

in the Township , standards requiring  a  minimum d istance 

separa tion between g roup  homes; and  limita tions on the 

tota l number of g roup  homes permitted  w ithin the Township, 

may be incorpora ted  in the imp lementing  Zoning  By-law, 

but sha ll genera lly be limited  to a  minimum of 500 metres 
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between any two g roup  homes, such d istance to be 

measured  from the c losest points of the two properties at the 

p roperty line. 

 

2.9.2.4 Group homes existing  on the da te tha t the Zoning  By-law 

comes into effec t but which do not comply w ith the 

requirements of the By-law will be a llowed to continue their 

opera tions but w ill not be permitted  to expand unless such 

expansion complies w ith the p rovisions of the Zoning By-law. 

 

 

2.10 PUBLIC AND INSTITUTIONAL USES 

 

2.10.1 Except as p rovided  elsewhere in this Plan, pub lic  utilities and  other pub lic , 

community, institutiona l or quasi-institutional uses which provide services such 

as educa tion, government, hosp ita ls, p rotec tion to persons or p roperty, 

e lec tric ity, roads, a irports, ra ilways, w ired  and wireless telephone, gas, cable, 

but exc lud ing  waste d isposa l, to the genera l pub lic  sha ll be permitted  in a ll 

land  use designa tions on the Schedules p rovided  tha t: 

 

2.10.1.1 Such use is necessary in the a rea , tha t it can be made 

compatib le w ith its surround ings, and  tha t adequate 

measures a re taken to ensure tha t p roposed sensitive land  

uses such as residences, day care centres and  educa tiona l 

and  hea lth fac ilities sa tisfy the polic ies of the Land Use 

Compatibility sec tion of this Plan; 

 

2.10.1.2 Such use sha ll not be permitted  w ithin the significant portions 

of the hab ita t of endangered  or threa tened spec ies; 

 

2.10.1.3 Such use sha ll not be permitted  w ithin the Agricultura l 

designa tion excep t where there is a  demonstra ted need for 

add itiona l land  to be designa ted  to accommodate the 

p roposed use and  no reasonab le a lterna tive loca tion either 

outside the designa tion or w ithin the designa tion but on 

lands having  a  lower Canada Land Inventory soil capab ility 

ra ting ; 

 

2.10.1.4 The construc tion of permanent build ings and  struc tures shall 

be p rohib ited  in any a reas which a re designa ted  Natura l 

Heritage A.   The construc tion of permanent build ings and  

struc tures may be permitted  w ithin the Natura l Heritage B 

designa tion sub jec t to the p rovisions of the Environmental 

Impact Assessments sec tion of this Plan.  In the case of the 
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Natura l Hazard  designa tion, the construc tion of permanent 

build ings and  struc tures sha ll only be permitted  in 

consulta tion w ith the re levant Conserva tion Authority; 

 

2.10.1.5 The genera l intent of the polic ies of this Plan, as well as its 

Site Plan Control requirements, sha ll be sa tisfied ; 

 

2.10.1.6 The requirements of app licab le leg isla tion such as the 

Environmenta l Assessment Ac t  sha ll be sa tisfied . 

 

2.10.2 Notwithstand ing  the power of Fede ra l, Provinc ia l and  County agenc ies or 

loca l Boards as defined  in the Planning  Ac t to undertake pub lic  works by 

authority g ranted  under other sta tutes, Counc il sha ll endeavour to ensure 

tha t such development w ill fo llow the genera l intent of this Plan and will be 

compatib le w ith the type, qua lity and  charac ter of the development in 

the a rea  in which it is p roposed. 

 

2.10.3 Pub lic  and  institutiona l uses sha ll be encouraged to loca te w ithin or near 

lands designa ted  Settlement Area  Village and  Hamlet, excep t where the 

charac teristic s of such uses would  c learly be incompatib le with surrounding 

land  uses. 

 

 

2.11 PARKS, TRAILS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

 

2.11.1 Parks, tra ils and  rec rea tiona l fac ilities sha ll generally be permitted in a ll land 

use designa tions.  Where ac tive parks o r ac tive rec rea tiona l fac ilities a re 

p roposed w ithin the Agricultura l designa tion, however, they sha ll only be 

permitted  if there is a  demonstra ted  need for add itiona l land  to be 

designa ted  to accommodate the p roposed use and  no reasonab le 

a lterna tive loca tion either outside the designation or within the designation 

but on lands having  a  lower Canada Land Inventory soil capab ility ra ting . 

 

2.11.2 It is the Township ’ s intention to p rovide park and  rec rea tion fac ilities on a  

basis consistent w ith the needs of the Munic ipa lity and  to coopera te w ith 

pub lic , quasi-pub lic  and  p riva te interests in the p rovision of parks, tra ils and 

rec rea tiona l fac ilities. 

 

2.11.3 The Township  may request the ded ica tion of parkland  or cash-in-lieu 

thereof as a  cond ition of the approva l of p lanning  app lica tions, pursuant 

to the p rovisions of the Planning  Ac t. 

 

2.11.4 In the development of parks, tra ils and  rec rea tiona l fac ilities by the 

Township  or other pub lic  agenc ies, adequate parking  a reas sha ll be 
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provided  and  fac ilities such as ramps and  wa lkways to enable persons with 

d isab ilities to reach amenities and  fac ilities sha ll be p rovided  where 

possib le. 

 

2.11.5 The Township  views the development of rec rea tiona l tra il systems as an 

important resource p rovid ing  opportunities for outdoor le isure and  

rec rea tion, tourism and interp reta tion of the na tura l environment.  In this 

regard , the Township  is highly supportive of initia tives a imed a t the 

improvement and  expansion of the Cata raqui Trail (TransCanada Trail) and 

the Rideau Tra il systems, inc lud ing  efforts to p rovide linkages between tra il 

systems and  ad jacent villages and  hamlets.  

 

2.11.6 In reviewing  development app lica tions for lands abutting  or ad jacent to 

parks, tra ils and  rec rea tiona l fac ilities, the approva l authority sha ll have 

regard  to p roposed land  uses and  their physica l re la tionship.  The Township 

sha ll encourage uses tha t a re complementary and  sha ll a ttempt to ensure 

tha t site layout and  design is appropria te to the p reserva tion and  

enhancement of the park, tra il or rec rea tiona l fac ility.  Parks Canada and  

the re levant Conserva tion Authority sha ll be c onsulted , as appropria te. 

 

 

2.12 CROWN AND CONSERVATION LANDS 
 

2.12.1 Crown and  conserva tion lands inc lude lands under Federal jurisdic tion and 

managed by Parks Canada, those under Provinc ia l jurisd ic tion and  

managed by the  Ministry of Na tura l Resources, and  those managed by 

Conserva tion Authorities.  In add ition, some conserva tion lands are owned 

or managed by non-profit organiza tions.  Crown and  c onserva tion lands 

a re of ma jor importance to the Township  for their va lue as na tura l and  

cultura l heritage resources, as well as rec rea tiona l and  tourist resources 

tha t genera te significant economic  benefits. 

 

2.12.2 Where a  change to e ither the type or intensity of land  use on c rown or 

conserva tion lands is contempla ted , Parks Canada, the Ministry of Natural 

Resources, the re levant Conserva tion Authority or other organiza tion, as 

app licab le, a re encouraged to consult w ith the Township  p rior to such 

change occurring .  Simila rly, where any c onsidera tion to the possib ility of 

d isposing  of significant hold ings of c rown or conserva tion lands is g iven, 

consulta tion w ith the Township  a t the outset is expec ted . 

 

2.12.3 Where development or site a ltera tion is p roposed ad jacent to c rown or 

conserva tion lands, the Township  sha ll consult w ith Parks Canada, the 

Ministry of Na tura l Resources or the re levant Conserva tion Authority, as 

app licab le. 
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2.13 WAYSIDE PITS, WAYSIDE QUARRIES AND PORTABLE ASPHALT PLANTS 

 

2.13.1 A wayside p it or wayside quarry is a  temporary p it or quarry opened and  

used  by or for a  pub lic  authority sole ly for the purpose of a  particula r 

p rojec t or c ontrac t of road  c onstruc tion or ma intenance. 

 

A portab le aspha lt p lant is an aspha lt p lant which is not of permanent 

construc tion, but which is to be d ismantled  a t the completion of a  

construc tion p rojec t a nd  moved to another loca tion a t the conc lusion of 

the p rojec t for which it was c onstruc ted . 

 

2.13.2 Wayside p its, wayside quarries and  portab le aspha lt p lants used  on pub lic  

authority contrac ts a re permitted  throughout the Township  w ithout 

amendments to the Plan or the Zoning  By-law or development permits 

under the Planning  Ac t, excep t in those a reas designa ted  as Natura l 

Heritage A, Natura l Heritage B, Natura l Hazard  or Settlement Area  Village 

and  Hamlet, or other a reas charac terized  by concentra ted  existing  

development or environmenta l sensitivity tha t is incompatib le w ith 

extrac tion and  assoc ia ted  ac tivities. 

 

2.13.3 Lands used  for the purposes of wayside p its, wayside quarries and portable 

aspha lt p lants sha ll be rehab ilita ted  upon the completion of the projec t for 

which they were required .  In the case of lands designa ted  as Agriculture, 

this sha ll inc lude restora tion to substantia lly the same soil capab ility for 

agricultura l purposes as existed  p rior to the estab lishment of the wayside 

p it, wayside quarry or portab le  aspha lt p lant use. 

 

 

2.14 USES NOT CONTEMPLATED BY PLAN 

 

2.14.1 It sha ll be a  polic y of this Plan tha t any p roposed new development which 

would  introduce a  land  use, d ifferent from those uses desc ribed  in this Plan 

in terms of sca le, purpose or na ture, and  neither envisioned  nor 

contempla ted  by Counc il, sha ll be sub jec t to deta iled  land  use and  

environmenta l impac t stud ies, and any other studies deemed necessary by 

Counc il.  Such stud ies w ill be conduc ted  a t the p roponent’ s expense.  The 

intent of this polic y is to p lace the onus on the p roponent to demonstra te 

tha t the introduc tion of a  new use into the community would  not be to the 

detriment of the Township ’ s economic , soc ia l, cultura l, environmental and 

financ ia l base, would  not have an adverse impac t on munic ipa l services, 

and  would  not require add itiona l munic ipa l or c ommunity services. 

 

2.14.2 In add ition, Counc il w ill encourage the p roponent of such a  use to consult 
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informa lly w ith the pub lic  to p rovide information concerning  the proposed 

development, as well as to ob ta in pub lic  input, p rior to the submission of a  

forma l app lica tion. 

 

2.14.3 Any new use not contempla ted  by this Plan sha ll only be permitted  

through an Offic ia l Plan amendment. 

 

 

2.15 EXISTING LAND USES, BUILDINGS, AND STRUCTURES 

 

There a re a  number of existing  land  uses, build ings and  struc tures which no 

longer conform to, or comply w ith, the p rovisions of the Township ’ s Zoning  

By-law. A non-conforming use is recognized  as a  use which existed  p rior to 

the passing  of, or amendments to, a  zoning  by-law which no longer 

recognizes such a  use as being  permissib le. A non-complying building or 

structure is recognized  as having  a  particula r performance standard  (e.g . 

wa ter or ya rd  setback, lot c overage, etc .), which due to the passing  of, or 

amendments to, a  zoning  by-law, no longer complies w ith a  spec ific  zone 

p rovision. 

 

In the Township  of Rideau Lakes, there a re numerous build ings and struc tures 

which a re recognized  as being  non-complying  w ith respec t to the required  

30 metre water setback. Genera lly, the Township  sha ll resp ec t the 

continua tion of a  non-conforming  use while encourag ing , through a review 

of p lanning  and  build ing  permit app lica tions, g radua l compliance with the 

spec ific  performance standards of the zoning  by-law. 

 

There a re a  number of existing  land  uses which a re non-conforming  or non-

complying .  A non-conforming  land  use is a  use which is not inc luded as a  

permitted  use for the zone in which the use is loca ted , pursuant to the 

Zoning  By-law tha t imp lements this Plan. 

 

A non-complying  use is a  use which is inc luded in the permitted  uses for the 

zone in which the use is loca ted , pursuant to the Zoning  By-law tha t 

imp lements this Plan, but which does not meet one or more performance 

standards of the zone such as those re la ting  to yards or water setback. 

 

2.15.1 Changes to Non-Conforming Uses involving Extensions or Enlargements 
 

Any land  use which is non-conforming  should  cease to exist in the long term. 

 In spec ia l instances, however, it may be desirab le to permit changes to 

non-conforming  uses or extensions or enla rgements of non-conforming uses 

in order to avoid  unnecessary hardship . 
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App lica tions for changes to non-conforming  uses or enla rgements or 

extensions to such uses require permission from the Township’s Committee of 

Ad justment, as p resc ribed  under the Ontario Planning  Ac t. Proposa ls of this 

na ture sha ll only be considered  where the use was: lega lly-estab lished  p rior 

to the adoption of the Zoning  By-law which rendered  it non-conforming ; 

continuous in na ture since the use’ s estab lishment; and  loca ted  on lands 

owned and  used  in c onnec tion w ith the use on the day the Zoning  By-law 

was passed. In considering  app lica tions for enla rgements or extensions to 

non-conforming  uses, the fo llowing  c riteria  sha ll be app lied : 

 

2.15.1.1 Any p roposed c hange of use or extension or enla rgement 

of the existing  non-conforming  use sha ll not aggrava te the 

situa tion c rea ted  by the existence of the use, espec ia lly in 

regard  to the polic ies of this Plan and  the requirements of 

the Zoning  By-law app lying  to the a rea . 

 

2.15.1.2 Any p roposed extension or enla rgement sha ll be in an 

appropria te p roportion to the existing  size of the non-

conforming  use. 

 

2.15.1.3 The c harac teristic s of the p roposed non-conforming  use or 

any p roposed extension or enla rgement of the existing  

non-conforming  use sha ll be examined w ith regard  to 

noise, vib ra tion, fumes, smoke, dust, odours, lighting  and  

tra ffic  genera tion.  App lica tions which would  c rea te or 

aggrava te land  use incompatib ilities sha ll not be 

approved .  

 

2.15.1.4 Neighbouring  c onforming  uses w ill be p rotec ted , where 

necessary, by the  p rovision of a reas for landscap ing , 

buffering  or sc reening , appropria te setbacks for build ings 

and  struc tures, devices and  measures to reduce nuisances 

and , where necessary, by regula tions for a llevia ting  

adverse effec ts c aused by outside storage, lighting , 

advertising  signs, etc . 

 

2.15.1.5 Tra ffic  and  parking  c ond itions in the vic inity w ill not be 

adversely a ffec ted  by the p roposa l and  tra ffic  hazards w ill 

be kep t to a  minimum by appropria te design of ing ress 

and  egress points to and  from the site and  by 

improvement of sight lines espec ia lly in p roximity to 

intersec tions. 

 

2.15.1.6 Adequate p rovisions have been or w ill be made for off-
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street parking  and  load ing  fac ilities. 

 

2.15.1.7 Services such as storm dra inage, roads and  p riva te sewer 

and  water services a re adequate or c an be ma de 

adequate. 

 

 

2.15.2 Minor Variances 

 

Where existing  or p roposed build ings or struc tures, tha t conform to the use 

p rovisions of the Zoning  By-law imp lementing  this Plan a re non-complying  

w ith respec t to performance standards, the Committee of Adjustment may 

authorize minor variances from the p rovisions of the imp lementing  Zoning  

By-law provided  tha t the genera l intent and  purpose of the Offic ia l Plan 

and  Zoning  By-law a re ma inta ined  and  tha t the variances a re minor and  

desirab le for the appropria te development of the lands. Particula r regard  

sha ll be had  for the Township ’ s Waterfront Development Objectives when 

development p roposa ls a ffec t non-complying  build ings or struc tures 

situa ted  on waterfront lots. 

 

 

2.16 ROAD ACCESS 

 

2.16.1 A year-round, pub lic ly-ma inta ined  road  represents the op tima l means of 

p rovid ing  access to p roperties from the perspec tive of convenience, 

sa fety and  genera l welfa re of users.  The Township  views pub lic  road  

access as the p referred  form of access to p roperties and  it w ill norma lly be 

required  in order for development to p roceed. 

 

2.16.2 Some isola ted  non-waterfront uses re la ted  to agriculture, forestry, 

conserva tion and  minera l resource exp lo ita tion have historica lly ob tained 

access by p riva te roads.  Agriculture, forestry, minera l resource and  

conserva tion uses not having  an accessory dwelling  or any build ing  or 

significant struc ture to which the pub lic  has access may continue to be 

developed on the basis of p riva te road  or water access. 

 

2.16.3 Notwithstand ing  the Township ’ s p reference for pub lic  road access, the re is 

a  long -stand ing , w idespread  trad ition of wa terfront development 

occurring  w ith access by p riva te road .  Add itiona lly, some island  and  

remote waterfront p roperties have been developed on the basis of wa ter 

access only.  A limited  amount of future wate rfront development in existing 

waterfront a reas is permitted  to occur w ith access by p riva te road  or 

water, sub jec t to the polic ies as set out in this sec tion and , in accordance 

with the Private Roads and  Consent Policies sec tions of the Plan: 
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2.16.3.1 Such development sha ll occur e ither w ithin, or as an 

extension to, an existing  waterfront a rea . 

 

2.16.3.2 The Township  is committed  to ma inta ining  its current ‘‘ best 

efforts’’  polic y w ith respec t to existing  and  new waterfront 

development on p riva te roads.  Where access to dwellings is 

p rovided  by p riva te roads, munic ipa l services such as snow 

p loughing  or road  ma intenance and  improvement a re 

neither ava ilab le nor the responsib ility of the Township .  In 

some cases, other pub lic  services such as school bussing and 

p rotec tion to p ersons/ p roperty from services inc lud ing  

police, fire and  ambulance may be unava ilab le or limited in 

na ture, due to p riva te road -rela ted  physica l constra ints over 

which the Township  has no contro l.  Constra ints such as 

substandard  p riva te road  right-of-way or p la tform wid th, 

geometry or a lignment issues, steep  g rades, d ra inage 

inadequac ies, load  limitations, overhanging vegetation, lack 

of a  stab le surface trea tment or a  simp le fa ilure by p roperty 

owners to undertake adequate routine ma intenance and  

snow remova l a ll contribute to a  potentia l inab ility of the 

Township  to p rovide various services, desp ite its best efforts 

to do so.  In short, the Township  has no c ontro l over p riva te 

roads and  sha ll not assume any liab ility where development 

occurs on p riva te roads. 

 

2.16.3.3 Sometimes, the expec ta tions of p roperty owners w ith 

respec t to such matters as roads and  services a re d irec tly 

re la ted  to the level of investment in the p roperty and  the 

intensity of use to which p roperties a re put.  The Township  

seeks to do what it can to foster a  rea listic  understand ing  of 

the limita tions to services and  road  ma intenance and  

improvement for p roperties w ith access by p riva te roads.  

Where requested , the Township  sha ll p rovide input to 

p roperty owners responsib le for p riva te roads with respect to 

accessib ility issues and  potentia l areas of road improvement. 

 

2.16.3.4 Where waterfront residentia l dwellings secure their vehicular 

access by p riva te roads, it is of considerab le importance 

tha t p roperty owners recognize their ind ividua l and  

collec tive responsib ilities w ith respec t to undertaking  

adequate ma intenance and  improvement of such roads.  

The Township  encourages p roperty owners to forma lize 

polic ies and  p rocesses for such ac tivities, and  to develop  
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both ongoing  ma intenance and  long  term improvement 

p lans tha t a re consistent w ith evolving  loca l tra ffic  and  

dwelling  use/ occupancy trends.  In this way, they may be 

ab le to mitiga te some of the limita tions on services tha t a re 

typ ica lly assoc ia ted  w ith p roperties loca ted  on p riva te 

roads. 

 

2.16.3.5 The Township  sha ll recognize the limita tions to services within 

waterfront residentia l a reas accessed by water or p riva te 

roads through the mechanism of an appropria te Residentia l 

zone in the Zoning  By-law which imp lements this Plan.  

Add itiona lly, the Township  may employ appropria te 

munic ipa l agreements which may be reg istered  on title . 

 

 

 

2.17 LAND USE COMPATIBILITY 
 

2.17.1 Development Adjacent to Mineral Resource Designations or Operations 
 

2.17.1.1 It is a  polic y of this Plan tha t existing  or potentia l minera l 

aggrega te and  mining  opera tions w ill be p rotec ted  from 

ac tivities tha t would  p rec lude or hinder their estab lishment, 

expansion or continued  use or which would be incompatib le 

for reasons of pub lic  hea lth, pub lic  sa fety or environmenta l 

impac t.  For this reason, the development of sensitive land  

uses such as residences, day care centres and  educa tiona l 

and  hea lth fac ilities w ithin the influence a rea  of existing  p its 

and  quarries and  lands tha t a re designa ted  Minera l 

Resource sha ll  be permitted  only if it can be demonstra ted  

tha t a ll issues re la ting  to pub lic  hea lth, pub lic  sa fety and  

environmenta l impac ts can be addressed  through setbacks 

or other mitiga tion measures w ithout p rec lud ing  the use of, 

or access to, the minera l resource. 

 

2.17.1.2 For polic y purposes, influence a reas in re la tion to p its range 

from 150 to 300 metres, depend ing  upon the licence 

c lassifica tion of the p it, as well as whether the pit excavation 

extends above or below the water tab le.  The influence 

a rea  is 150 metres for p its above the water tab le, and  300 

metres for p its below the water tab le.  The influence a rea  in 

re la tion to quarries is 500 metres.  The influence a rea  in 

re la tion to lands designa ted  Mineral Resource on the basis of 

minera l aggrega te resources is 300 metres or 500 metres, 
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depend ing  on whether the aggrega te is likely to be 

extrac ted  from a  p it or a  quarry, respec tively.  Development 

which would  p rec lude or hinder the estab lishment of new 

opera tions or access to the resources w ill only be permitted  

if: 
 

2.17.1.2.1 Resource use would  not be feasib le due to 

qua lita tive, quantita tive or other c onstra ints; or 

 

2.17.1.2.2 The p roposed land  uses or development serves a 

g rea ter long  term pub lic  interest; and  

 

2.17.1.2.3 Issues of pub lic  hea lth, pub lic  sa fety and  

environmenta l impac t c an be addressed . 
 

Land use compatib ility stud ies sha ll be required  in re la tion to any p roposa l 

to develop  lands within the influence a rea  of an existing  p it or quarry and  

lands tha t a re designa ted  Minera l Resource on the basis of minera l 

aggrega te resources.  

 

 

 

2.17.2 Development Where Agricultural and Non-Agricultural Uses are Adjacent 

 

2.17.2.1 It is a  polic y of this Plan to address land  use compatib ility issues 

re la ted  to non-agricultura l and  agricultura l uses through the 

app lica tion of the Minimum Distance Separa tion I (MDSI) and  

Minimum Distance Separa tion II (MDSII) formulae, as may be 

amended from time to time, to new non-agricultura l uses and  

agricultura l uses, respec tively. 

 

2.17.2.2 The imp lementing  Zoning  Bylaw may inc lude p rovisions 

exempting  p roperties from the app lica tion of MDS 1 and MDS II, 

as app licab le, under certa in situa tions such as when rebuild ing  

a fter non-volunta ry build ing  destruc tion, development w ithin 

settlement a reas, development in p roximity to cemeteries, 

severances of surp lus dwellings as a  result of fa rming  

consolida tion, and  development on existing  lots of record .  The 

Munic ipa lity may require tha t restric tive covenants, site spec ific  

zoning  amendments, and / or notices be reg istered  on title  as a  

cond ition of an approva l of a  p lanning  app lica tion, where 

deemed appropria te. 
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2.17.3 Development Adjacent to Open or Closed Waste Disposal Sites and Sewage 

Treatment Facilities 

 

2.17.3.1 The approximate loca tions of a ll known open and  c losed  

waste d isposa l sites and  sewage trea tment fac ilities a re 

identified  on the Schedules to this Plan. 

 

2.17.3.2 Waste d isposa l sites, whether open or c losed , have the 

potentia l to genera te impac ts on the surround ing  a rea  

re la ted  to such issues as a ir and  water qua lity, aesthetic s, 

noise and  tra ffic .  For polic y purposes, the influence a rea  of 

a  waste d isposa l site is 500 metres.  A land  use compatib ility 

study sha ll be required  in re la tion to any proposal to develop 

new sensitive land  uses such as residences, day care 

centres, educa tiona l and  hea lth fac ilities and  other uses 

requiring  potab le water w ithin the influence a rea .  The study 

sha ll be p repared  in accordance w ith the re levant Ministry 

of the Environment D-series land  use compatib ility guideline. 

 

2.17.3.3 Sewage trea tment fac ilities such as waste stabilization ponds 

and  sewage trea tment p lants have the potentia l to 

genera te impac ts on the  surround ing  a rea  re la ted  to such 

issues as a ir and  water qua lity, aesthetic s, noise and  tra ffic .  

Consequently, separa tion d istances between sewage 

trea tment fac ilities and  new sensitive land  uses such as 

residences, day care centres, educa tiona l and  hea lth 

fac ilities and  other uses requiring  potab le water are normally 

required .  The minimum separa tion d istance for a  sewage 

trea tment p lant sha ll be 100 metres, however, this d istance 

may be inc reased or dec reased as a  consequence of site -

spec ific  investiga tions and  cond itions, as well as the 

app lica tion of the re levant Ministry of the Environment D-

series land  use compatib ility guideline.  For waste 

stab iliza tion ponds the recommended separa tion d istance 

varies from 100 to 400 metres or more, depend ing  upon the 

type of pond  and  c harac teristic s of the waste. 

 

2.17.3.4 The imp lementing  Zoning  By-law sha ll inc lude p rovisions to 

p rohib it the estab lishment of new incompatib le uses w ithin 

the influence a rea  of waste d isposa l sites or w ithin the 

recommended separa tion d istance for sewage trea tment 

fac ilities. 
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2.17.4 Other Land Use Compatibility Policies 
 

2.17.4.1 It is a  polic y of this Plan to minimize conflic ts between 

incompatib le land  uses.  To this end , d istance separa tions 

and  buffering  w ill be p rovided  for the purpose of mitiga ting  

the adverse effec ts of one land  use upon the other.  A buffer 

may be a  simp le horizonta l separa tion, a  berm, a  wa ll, a  

fence, p lanting  materia ls, a  land  use d ifferent from the 

conflic ting  uses, but compatib le w ith both, or any 

combina tion of the a forementioned suffic ient to accomplish 

the intended purpose.  This polic y sha ll be imp lemented  

through various p rovisions in the imp lementing  Zoning  By-

law, as well as the mechanism of Site Plan Control, as 

appropria te. 

 

2.17.4.2 In add ition, certa in land  uses such as residences, day care 

centres and  educa tiona l and  hea lth fac ilities may be 

particula rly sensitive to the effec ts of odour, noise, vib ra tion 

and  other emissions assoc ia ted  w ith fac ilities such as 

transporta tion corridors and  various types of industries.  

Where p roposed development is likely e ither to have or to 

be sub jec t to a  significant influence re la ting  to an ad jacent 

incompatib le land  use, a  feasib ility study which inc ludes 

mitiga tion measures sha ll be undertaken in accordance with 

the re levant Ministry of the Environment D-series land  use 

compatib ility guideline and  to the sa tisfac tion of the 

Township .  Where required , a  lega lly-b inding commitment to 

imp lement mitiga tion measures sha ll be secured . 

 

 

2.18 CULTURAL HERITAGE AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

 

2.18.1 Cultural Heritage Resources  

 

2.18.1.1 Built or cultura l heritage resources consist of historic  build ings, 

struc tures and  other human-made features of importance to 

the Township .  The Township ’ s villages, hamlets and  lock 

sta tions possess many examples of important sites and  

fea tures.  Cultura l heritage landscapes a re geographic  

a reas which have been c rea ted or modified through human 

ac tivity and  inc lude such fea tures as scenic  vistas or lookouts 

onto a rchetypa l cottag ing  and  shoreline a reas.  Among 

other a reas, there a re numerous narrow water bodies on the 

Rideau Waterway worthy of particula r p reserva tion efforts.  
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The Township  recognizes the importance of these built 

heritage resources and  cultural heritage landscapes and the 

ro le tha t they p lay in making  the Township  a  p lace of historic  

and  cultura l interest, both to loca l residents and  visitors to 

the a rea .  The Township  w ill encourage the identifica tion, 

p rotec tion, ma intenance, restora tion and  enhancement of 

these fea tures. 

 

2.18.1.2 An important heritage fea ture tha t is managed by Parks 

Canada is the Rideau Cana l (Na tiona l Historic  Site of 

Canada); a  Nationa l Historic  Site, Canad ian Heritage River, 

and  a  UNESCO World  Heritage Site .  Also, there is a  w ider 

a rea  of land  known as the Rideau Cana l Corridor tha t is not 

under the jurisd ic tion of Parks Canada.  The Rideau Cana l 

Corridor’ s physica l and  historica l a ttributes are c losely tied to 

the cana l and  form a  key part of many of the Township ’ s 

ma jor lakes.  The Rideau Cana l Management Plan identifies 

the Township  portion of the cana l co rridor as significant for a 

range of fea tures.  These inc lude the trad itiona l cottage 

country development exemplified  by the Rideau Lakes, the 

numerous historic  villages, hamlets and  lock sta tions such as 

Chaffey’ s Lock, severa l p rovinc ia lly-significant wetlands and 

a reas of na tura l and  sc ientific  interest (ANSIs).  The 

Management Plan a lso recognizes the a rea ’ s potentia l as a 

tourism destina tion, sub jec t to p rotec ting  the interests of 

loca l residents and  the na tura l and  cultural heritage value of 

the a rea . 

 

2.18.1.3 In reviewing  development app lica tions, the Township  w ill 

consider the re la tionship  of p roposed development to the 

contextua l environment of existing build ings and landscapes 

having  cultura l heritage interest, having  regard  to the 

Environmenta lly-Sensitive Development and  other re levant 

sec tions of this Plan.  The Ministry of Culture, as well as Parks 

Canada and  the re levant Conserva tion Authority w ill be 

consulted , as appropria te.  New development w ill be 

p lanned so as to p reserve, complement and  enhance 

cultura l heritage resources. 

 

2.18.1.4 The Township  sha ll seek the advice of the Local Architec tural 

Conserva tion Advisory Committee (LACAC) Munic ipa l 

Heritage Advisory Committee (MHAC) to assist and  advise 

Counc il on cultura l heritage resource conserva tion issues.  

Counc il, in consulta tion w ith the MHAC LACAC, may, by by-
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law adopted  pursuant to the p rovisions of the Ontario 

Heritage Ac t: 

 

2.18.1.4.1 Designa te p roperties for the conserva tion of 

build ings of historic  or a rchitec tura l va lue; 

 

2.18.1.4.2 Define parts of the Township  as a rea s to be 

stud ied  for designa tion as heritage conserva tion 

d istric ts; 

 

2.18.1.4.3 Designa te a reas of the Township  as heritage 

conserva tion d istric ts in order to contro l any 

development tha t may adversely a ffec t the 

heritage fea tures of the a rea . 

 

2.18.1.5 Counc il, in co-opera tion w ith the MHAC LACAC, may a lso 

imp lement a  p rogram to recognize outstand ing  

achievements in the p reserva tion of build ings and properties 

of historic  or a rchitec tura l va lue. 

 

2.18.2 Archaeological Resources 

 

2.18.2.1 It is recognized  tha t certa in a reas of the Township , 

particula rly those ad jacent to the many lakes, rivers and  

watercourses, have the potentia l to conta in significant 

a rchaeolog ica l resources.  These resources may inc lude the 

remains of build ings, struc tures, ac tivities, p laces or cultura l 

fea tures which, due to the passage of time, a re on or below 

the surface of land  or water and  a re significant to the 

understand ing  of a  peop le or p lace.  Some of these 

resources a re of particula r interest as they may p rovide an 

enhanced understand ing  of the history of First Na tions 

peop les, the early settlement of the Township  and  the 

construc tion of the Rideau Cana l.  It is a  polic y of the Plan 

tha t any la rge-sca le development w ithin 250 metres of a  

known archaeolog ica l site and  within 300 metres of a  water 

source w ill be sub jec t to an eva lua tion p rocess to the 

sa tisfac tion of the Ministry of Culture.  Such eva lua tion sha ll 

consider design, history, context and  integrity among other 

matters.  Where significant a rchaeolog ica l resources a re 

found , the eva lua tion must conta in mit iga tion measures 

re la ting  to their p reserva tion or remova l. 

 

2.18.2.2 Where significant a rchaeolog ica l resources must be 



v.1 Dra ft Offic ia l Plan of the Township  of Rideau Lakes Marc h 2011 

 

 
52 |  Page 

preserved  on site, only development and  site a ltera tions 

which ma inta in the heritage integrity of the site w ill be 

permitted . 

 

2.18.2.3 Pursuant to the re levant p rovisions of the Planning  Ac t, sites 

conta ining  significant a rchaeolog ica l resources may be 

zoned to restric t or p rohib it uses, build ings or struc tures which 

might c onflic t w ith the p reserva tion of such resources. 

 

2.18.2.4 When an identified  marked  or unm arked  cemetery is 

a ffec ted  by development, the Township  sha ll ensure tha t 

adequate a rchaeolog ica l site assessment is undertaken, in 

consulta tion w ith the Ministry of Culture and  the Ministry of 

Consumer and  Business Services.  The p rovisions of the 

Cemeteries Ac t and  Heritage Ac t sha ll app ly, as 

appropria te. 

 

2.18.2.5 Pursuant to the p rovisions of a  munic ipa l-p rovinc ia l da ta  

sharing  agreement, the Township  sha ll upda te munic ipa l 

mapp ing  for new archaeolog ica l sites as they a re identified 

through land  development and  on the Provinc ia l 

a rchaeolog ica l sites da tabase.  

 

 

2.19 NATURAL HAZARD FEATURES 

 

2.19.1 Flood Plains and Lands Within Fill Lines 

 

2.19.1.1 The a reas w ithin existing  mapped 1:100 year flood  lines a re 

designa ted  as Natura l Hazard  on the Schedules and  a re 

sub jec t to the polic ies of the assoc ia ted  Natura l Hazard  

sec tion of this Plan. 
 

2.19.1.2 Lands situa ted  between 1:100 year flood  lines and  the limits 

of fill lines and  lands ad jacent to flooded lands shown on the 

Schedules a re sub jec t to the Development, Interference 

with Wetlands and  Altera tions to Shorelines and  

Watercourses Regula tion Fill, Construc tion and  Alterations to 

Waterways Regula tions administered  by the re levant 

Conserva tion Authorities.  While these lands a re designa ted  

for va rious land  uses, no build ings or struc tures sha ll be 

construc ted  or enla rged , and  no development or site 

a ltera tion such as filling , g rad ing  and  excava ting  shall occur 

w ithout the written permission of the re levant Conserva tion 
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Authority in accordance with its Development, Interference 

with Wetlands and  Altera tions to Shorelines and  

Watercourses Regula tion Fill, Construc tion and  Alterations to 

Waterways Regula tions, as well as the approva l of Parks 

Canada and  the Ministry of Na tura l Resources, where 

app licab le. 

 

2.19.1.3 Notwithstand ing  the foregoing , institutiona l uses, essentia l 

emergency services and  the d isposa l, manufac ture, 

trea tment or storage of hazardous substances sha ll not be 

permitted  on lands loca ted  w ithin the limits of the fill line. 

 

2.19.1.4 It is recognized  tha t while 1:100 year flood  line mapp ing  for 

the Township  is limited , maximum recorded  water elevations 

for lakes a long  the Rideau Cana l have been recorded  by 

Parks Canada.  These eleva tions p rovide an ind ica tor of 

potentia l flood  risk.  Accord ing ly, the approval authority shall 

c ircula te p lanning  app lica tions for a ll wa terfront 

development to the re levant Conservation Authority in order 

to ensure tha t p roposed lots and  development a re not 

sub jec t to significant flood  risk. 

 

2.19.2 Organic Soils 

 

2.19.2.1 Where lands tha t a re the sub jec t of development p roposa ls 

have been identified  as potentia lly possessing  organic  soils 

as shown on the Schedules, the approva l authority may 

request suffic ient soils and  geotechnica l eng ineering  

information to ind ica te tha t the lands a re either suitab le or 

can be made suitab le for develop ment. 

 

2.19.2.2 Notwithstand ing  the foregoing , institutiona l uses, essentia l 

emergency services and  the d isposa l, manufac ture, 

trea tment or storage of hazardous substances sha ll not be 

permitted  on lands with organic  soils unless it can be 

demonstra ted  tha t the constra int can be overcome such 

tha t no potentia l hazard  exists. 

 

2.19.3 Steep Slopes 

 

2.19.3.1 While lands c harac terized  by steep  slopes c an pose risks to 

persons and  p roperty as a  result of potentia l slope instab ility 

or erosion, in Rideau Lakes steep  slopes a re genera lly more 

assoc ia ted  w ith concerns re la ted  to the p rotec tion of 
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matters addressed  in the Natura l Heritage Features and   

Surface Water Qua lity and  Quantity sec tions of this Plan.  

Development on steep  slopes can have significant negative 

impac ts on fea tures such as fish and  wild life habitat, soils and 

vegeta tion, surface water quantity and  qua lity, wetlands 

and  ANSIs.  In add ition, development on steep  slopes is 

sometimes assoc ia ted  w ith the degrada tion of scenic  vistas 

and  other resources d iscussed in the Cultura l Heritage 

Resources and  Environmenta lly-Sensitive Development 

sec tions of the Plan. 

 

2.19.3.2 Sites possessing  steep  slopes represent a  cha llenge, since 

they a re often regarded  as desirab le for development, 

particula rly where they abut water bod ies.  Lot c rea tion  or 

development on a  portion of a  site having  a  slope equa l to 

or g rea ter than 30% or w ithin 10 metres of the top  of such 

slope sha ll require the submission of a  geotechnical report to 

ensure tha t the p roperty is suitab le for development.  Such 

report sha ll be to the sa tisfac tion of the approva l authority 

and  the re levant Conserva tion Authority. 

 

2.19.3.3 It is a  polic y of this Plan tha t lot c rea tion and  development 

and  site a ltera tion sha ll be undertaken so tha t a  fit into the 

na tura l c ontours of the land  is achieved .  This w ill a ffec t the 

massing  and  loca tion of build ings, struc tures, d riveways and 

other fea tures, limit the extent of a ltera tion to the landscape 

and  na tura l vegeta tion, and  necessita te more complex 

storm water management techniques than might ord inarily 

be required .  In genera l, the g rea ter the slope, the more 

emphasis sha ll be p laced  on these elements of site 

development. 

 

 

2.20 HUMAN-MADE HAZARD FEATURES 

 

2.20.1 Contaminated Sites 

 

2.20.1.1 Where a  development app lica tion is made in re la tion to a  

known, suspec ted  or potentia lly contamina ted  site or 

p roperty ad jacent to such site, the approva l authority sha ll 

not g rant any p lanning  approva ls until: 

 

2.20.1.1.1 A Record  of Site Cond ition signed  by a  c ertified  

eng ineer and  acknowledged by the Ministry of 
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the Environment is received ; a nd  

 

2.20.1.1.2 If necessary, a  site c lean-up  p lan is designed and 

the site is c leaned up  in accordance with 

app licab le Ministry of the Environment 

decommissioning  guidelines. 

 

2.20.1.2 The Township  w ill develop  an inventory of sites where current 

or past uses may have, or a re  known to have, contributed to 

the p resence of c ontaminants. 
 

2.20.1.3 Where a  development is p roposed  to change the land  use 

designa tion or zoning  from Industria l to Residentia l, a  Phase 1 

and  2 Environmenta l Site  Assessment sha ll be required . 
 

 

2.20.2 Abandoned Mines and Mineral Resource Operations 

 

2.20.2.1 There a re a  number of abandoned mines and  minera l 

resource opera tions in the Township  and  known loca tions 

a re identified  on the Schedules.  The g rea test concentration 

of such sites is in North Crosby and  South Burgess Wards, 

a lthough some sites exist in other parts of the Township .  

These abandoned sites vary w idely in na ture, from little more 

than minor g round d isturbances to ma jor excava tions 

and / or sha fts.  In the case of more ma jor d isturbances, a  risk 

to pub lic  sa fety may exist. 

 

2.20.2.2 In reviewing  development app lica tions, the approva l 

authority sha ll a ttempt to ensure tha t development on or 

ad jacent to lands a ffec ted  by potentia lly hazardous 

abandoned mines or minera l resource opera tions w ill be 

permitted  only if reha b ilita tion measures to address and  

mitiga te known or suspec ted  hazards a re underway or 

completed .  The Ministry of Northern Development and  

Mines sha ll be c onsulted  in this regard . 

 

 

2.21 NATURAL HERITAGE FEATURES 

 

Na tura l Heritage Features a re recognized  as ha ving  significant 

environmenta l and  soc ia l va lues tha t help  define the na tura l landscape of 

a  particula r a rea . These fea tures inc lude Natura l heritage fea tures inc lude  

wetlands, a reas of na tura l and  sc ientific  interest (ANSIs), fish hab itat, wild life 
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hab ita t, wood lands, va lleylands and  portions of the habitat of endangered 

and  threa tened spec ies. The Township  recognizes the importance of 

p rotec ting  these important na tura l heritage fea tures while continuing  to 

support the development interests of p riva te land owners. 

 

Na tura l Heritage These fea tures a re important to the unique rural charac ter 

and  d iversity of the na tura l environment found  in the Township  and  possess 

or perform ecolog ica l func tions. While a ll na tura l heritage fea tures a re 

important to the Township , some have been identified  as having  Provinc ia l 

and  Nationa l significance.  In add ition, In particula r, Parks Canada has 

worked  towards the p rotec tion and  conserva tion of the na tura l heritage 

and  ecolog ica l va lue of the Rideau Cana l Corridor w ith p lanning  d irec tion 

deta iled  in its 2005 Rideau Cana l Management Plan . in the Rideau Cana l 

Management Plan, Parks Canada has identified  a  particula r interest in 

na tura l heritage fea tures and  the conserva tion of the ecolog ica l va lues of 

the Rideau Cana l Corridor. 

 

The polic ies of this Plan a re intended to address the requirements which 

must be met in order to ensure tha t na tura l heritage fea tures a re 

adequately p rotec ted .  These polic ies may be amended from time to time 

as add itiona l information is ga thered  with re spec t to the significance or 

sensitivity of va rious na tura l heritage fea tures. The Township  w ill work w ith 

various agenc ies, Ministries, stakeholder g roups and  other parties to ensure 

na tura l heritage fea tures a re identified , p rotec ted  and  enhanced 

whenever possib le. 

 

Estab lished  agricultura l uses ongoing  a t the da te of adop tion of this Plan 

a re permitted  to continue in or ad jacent to a ll natural heritage features and 

a reas, but . However, p roposed new or expanded ing  agricultura l build ings 

or struc tures or the c learing  or d ra ining  of add itiona l lands a re only 

permitted  sub jec t to the Environmental Impact Assessments sec tion of this 

Plan. 

 

2.21.1 Wetlands and Adjacent Lands 

 

As set out in the Ontario Ministry of Na tura l Resources’  2010 Natura l 

Heritage Reference Manua l, wetlands a re hab ita ts tha t form the interface 

between aquatic  and  terrestria l environments. They a re commonly 

identified  as lands tha t a re seasona lly or permanently covered  by sha llow 

water, as well as lands where the water tab le is c lose to or a t the  g round 

surface. The permanency of wa ter in identified  wetlands causes the 

formation of hydric  soils which leads to the dominance of wa ter to lerant 

p lants. Identifying  and  p rotec ting  wetlands helps contribute to the 

conserva tion of hab ita t for p lant and  anima l spec ies as well as the 
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protec tion of surface water and  g round water resources. The four ma jor 

types of wetlands a re swamps, marshes, bogs and  fens.  

 

2.21.1.1 Provinc ia lly-significant wetlands have been designa ted  as 

Natura l Heritage A on the Schedules and  a re  sub jec t to the 

polic ies of the assoc ia ted  Natural Heritage A sec tion of this 

Plan, which effec tively p rohib its development and  site 

a ltera tion w ithin the designa tion. 

 

2.21.1.2 Loca lly-significant wetlands have been designa ted  as 

Natura l Heritage B on the Schedules and  a re sub jec t to the 

polic ies of the assoc ia ted  Natural Heritage B sec tion of this 

Plan. 

 

2.21.1.3 Where land  designa ted  Natura l Heritage A is under p riva te 

ownership , it is not imp lied  tha t the land  is open to the 

genera l pub lic  or tha t it w ill be acquired  by any pub lic  

agency. Donations of such lands to reg istered  conserva tion 

charities or agenc ies w ill be encouraged. 

 

2.21.1.4 Development and  site a ltera tion such as filling , g rad ing  and 

excava ting  on lands ad jacent to the Natural Heritage A and 

Natura l Heritage B designa tions may be permitted  in 

accordance w ith the land  use designa tion app lying  to the 

ad jacent lands as shown on the Schedules, sub jec t to 

demonstra ting  tha t there w ill be no negative impacts on the 

wetland ’ s na tura l fea tures or their ecolog ica l func tions.  An 

environmenta l impac t assessment w ill be required  in 

accordance with the requirements of the Environmental 

Impact Assessments sec tion of this Plan. 

 

2.21.1.5 For the purposes of determining  ad jacent lands, they sha ll 

be those lands lying  w ithin 120 metres of any p rovinc ia lly-

significant wetland  and  within 50 metres of any loca lly-

significant wetland .  For lands loca ted  within a  Settlement 

Designa tion, only lands d irec tly abutting the wetland feature 

sha ll be c onsidered  to be ad jacent lands.   

 

2.21.2 Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs) and Adjacent Lands 

 

An a rea  of na tura l and  sc ientific  interest (ANSI) is an a rea  of land  and  

water conta ining  na tura l landscapes or fea tures tha t have been identified 

as having  life sc ience or earth sc ience va lues. Life sc ience ANSIs a re 

representa tive of Onta rio ’ s b iod iversity and  na tura l landscapes. They 
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provide the most significant and  best examples of natural heritage features 

which can be used  in the pursuit of sc ientific  study or educa tion. Earth 

sc ience ANSIs consist of d istinc t and  unique examples of bedrock, fossil and 

other geolog ica l land forms. They too p rovide g rea t opportunities for 

academic  research and  pub lic  awareness build ing . 

 

2.21.2.1 Provinc ia lly-significant a reas of na tura l and  sc ientific  interest 

(ANSIs) have been designa ted  as Natura l Heritage B on the 

Schedules and  a re sub jec t to the polic ies of the assoc ia ted  

Natural Heritage B sec tion of this Plan. 

 

2.21.2.2 Development and  site a ltera tion such as filling , g rad ing  and 

excava ting  on lands within or ad jacent to the Natura l 

Heritage B designa tion may be permitted  in accordance 

with the land  use designa tion app lying  to the ad jacent 

lands as shown on the Schedules, sub jec t to demonstra ting  

tha t there w ill be no negative impac ts on the ANSI’ s na tura l 

fea tures or ecolog ica l func tions. An environmenta l impac t 

assessment w ill be required  in accordance with the 

requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessments 

sec tion of this Plan. 

 

2.21.2.3 For the purposes of determining  ad jacent lands, they sha ll 

be those lands lying  w ithin 50 metres o f any p rovinc ia lly-

significant ANSI. 

 

2.21.3 Fish Habitat and Adjacent Lands  

 

2.21.3.1 Most of the Township  lakes, rivers, streams, ponds, 

watercourses and  wetlands tha t p rovide fish hab ita t have 

been identified  by the Ministry of Na tura l Resources.  This fish 

hab ita t is, however, too extensive to identify on the 

Schedules. Consequently, a ll app lica tions for development 

or site a ltera tion such as filling , g rad ing  and  excava ting  

ad jacent to any water body may will be sc reened by the 

approva l authority for the p resence of f ish hab ita t.  Where 

such fish hab ita t is identified , no significant development or 

site a ltera tion sha ll be permitted  w ithin 30 metres of the 

hab ita t, unless it can be demonstra ted  tha t there w ill be no 

negative impac ts on the fish hab ita t fea ture .  Negative 

impac ts inc lude the harmful a ltera tion, d isrup tion or 

destruc tion of fish hab ita t, excep t where authorized  under 

the Fisheries Ac t, using  the guid ing  p rinc ip le of no net loss of 

p roduc tive capac ity.  An environmenta l impac t assessment 
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will be required  in accordance with the requirements of the 

Environmental Impact Assessments sec tion of this Plan. 

 

2.21.3.2 Where development or site a ltera tion may potentia lly affec t 

fish hab ita t, the Department of Fisheries and  Oceans or the 

re levant Conserva tion Authority, as we ll as Parks Canada 

where app licab le, sha ll be consulted  and  required  

approva ls ob ta ined . 

 

2.21.3.3 It is recognized  tha t storm water management and drainage 

measures, a lthough frequently loca ted  some d istance from 

fish hab ita t, have significant potentia l to a ffec t such 

fea tures.  When eva lua ting  storm water and  d ra inage 

ac tivities, considera tion sha ll be g iven to potentia l impac ts 

upon fish hab ita t. 

 

2.21.4 Wildlife Habitat and Adjacent Lands 

 

Wild life hab ita t inc ludes a reas where flora  and  fauna live and  the la tter 

find  food , shelter and  physica l space suffic ient to susta in their popula tion, 

particula rly a t times during  their annua l life c yc le when they may be more 

vulnerab le.  The Township  recognizes the importance of conserving wild life 

hab ita t for the purposes of ma inta ining  the ecosystem and its d iversity. 

Add itiona lly, many soc ia l and  economic  benefits accrue from maintaining 

hab ita t, re la ted  to tourism, na ture observation and education, hunting and 

trapp ing . Human ac tivities such as c learing  of wooded a reas, d ra inage 

works, filling , forestry opera tions, introduc tion of non-na tive spec ies and  

road  construc tion a re examples of ac tivities tha t can have a  potentia lly 

detrimenta l effec t on w ild life hab ita t. 

 

2.21.4.1 Winter deer hab ita t is one ind ica tor that is frequently used by 

the Ministry of Na tura l Resources as a  guide to a reas of 

significant w ild life hab ita t.  Unfortuna tely, mapp ing  for 

significant w ild life hab ita t is not currently ava ilab le and , 

therefore, hab ita t is not shown on the Schedules to the Plan. 

 As mapp ing  or other information from various pub lic  or 

p riva te sources becomes ava ilab le w ith respec t to w inter 

deer hab ita t or other significant w ild life habitat, this Plan shall 

be amended to identify it on the Schedules.  Until such 

information is incorpora ted  into the Plan, the Township  sha ll 

re ly on the best ava ilab le da ta  a t hand  to sc reen p lanning  

app lica tions for the p resence of potentia lly significant 

w ild life hab ita t. 
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2.21.4.2 In view of the limita tions w ith respec t to information 

ava ilab ility concerning  significant w ild life hab ita t, as well as 

the genera lly acknowledged strong  ecolog ica l linkages 

between wetland  a reas and  wild life hab ita t, this Plan 

assumes tha t a ll wetlands constitute significant w ild life 

hab ita t. Furthermore, the Township  has, in consulta tion w ith 

the Ministry of Na tura l Resources, identified  significant 

wood lands which a re simila rly being  p rotec ted  in support of 

p rovinc ia l initia tives and  the overarching  goa l of p rotec ting  

w ild life hab ita t. Accord ing ly, the Plan inc ludes robust polic y 

p rotec tion for a ll eva lua ted  wetlands and  designa ted  

wood lands.  Polic ies inc luded in this regard  inc lude a  

genera l p rohib ition on of development w ithin any 

p rovinc ia lly-significant wetland , significant wood land  and  

permitting  development w ithin any loca lly-significant 

wetland  only if it can be demonstra ted  tha t no negative 

impac ts w ill result through an environmenta l impac t 

assessment completed  in accordance with the requirements 

of the Environmental Impact Assessments sec tion of this 

Plan. 

 

2.21.4.3 The Township  seeks to p reserve the  func tion of significant 

w ild life hab ita t w ithout unduly restric ting  development. 

Accord ing ly, p rior to permitting  any development or site 

a ltera tion such as filling , g rad ing  and  excava ting  w ithin a  

potentia lly significant w ild life hab ita t a rea  or ad jacent lands 

within 50 metres where there is a  reasonab le potentia l for 

nega tive impac ts upon the na tura l fea tures or ecolog ica l 

func tions of the hab ita t a rea , the approva l authority sha ll 

require an environmenta l impac t assessment demonstrating 

tha t no negative  impac ts w ill result.  Without limiting  the 

genera lity of the foregoing , the p repara tion of an 

environmenta l impac t assessment sha ll be a  p rerequisite to 

the considera tion of any development comprising  more 

than three lots.  The assessment required  pursuant to this 

polic y w ill be completed  in accordance with the 

requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessments 

sec tion of this Plan. 

 

2.21.4.4 The identifica tion and  eva lua tion of significant w ild life 

hab ita t sha ll be based on documented  evidence of the use 

of a  pa rticula r hab ita t. Polic ies ta rgeting  the Township ’ s 

wetlands, wood lands, ANSIs and  other na tura l heritage 

fea tures set out a  basis from which w ild life hab ita t resources 
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may be p rotec ted . The Ministry of Na tura l Resource’ s 

Significant Wild life Hab ita t Technica l Guide (2000) p rovides 

va luab le d irec tion w ith respec t to the identifica tion, 

desc rip tion and  p rioritisa tion of significant w ild life hab ita t. 

 

2.21.5 Endangered and Threatened Species Habitat and Adjacent Lands 

 

The protec tion of endangered  or threa tened spec ies, and  their habitats, is 

necessary to p revent aga inst b iod iversity loss while streng thening  the 

integrity of aqua tic  and  terrestria l ecosystems. Ontario ’ s Endangered  

Spec ies Ac t (ESA) sets out the regula tions under which Spec ies a t Risk a re 

to be p rotec ted . The Ac t p rohib its killing , harming , harassing , cap turing , 

possessing , transporting , collec ting , buying , selling , trad ing , leasing  or 

transporting  spec ies tha t a re listed  as threa tened, endangered  or 

extirpa ted . The Ministry of Na tura l Resource’ s Spec ies a t Risk in Ontario 

(SARO) list p rovides information about the sta tus of spec ies p rotec ted  

under the ESA. The Township  is committed  to working  w ith the Ministry to 

ensure endangered  and  threa tened spec ies, and  their assoc ia ted  

hab ita ts, a re p rotec ted .  

 

At the time of the p repara tion of this Plan, both loggerhead shrike and  

b lack ra t snake have been identified  as endangered  and  threa tened 

spec ies, respec tively, tha t a re p resent in the Township.  As of January, 2009, 

the Township  had  twelve spec ies tha t we re identified  by the MNR as being 

either endangered  or threa tened; approximately 16 add itiona l spec ies 

were recognized  as being  of Spec ia l Concern or Provinc ia lly-Tracked Rare 

Spec ies. The na ture of spec ies p rotec tion entails gradual changes to the list 

of p lants and  anima ls recognized  as endangered  or threa tened. The 

Township  w ill continue to monitor da ta  p resented  on the Natura l Heritage 

Information Centre (NHIC) website and the SARO list to ensure endangered 

and  threa tened spec ies a re continua lly identif ied  and  subsequently 

p rotec ted  within the munic ipa lity.  Continued  d ia logue w ith the MNR will 

a lso be pursued to this end . 

 

2.21.5.1 The Township  polic y w ith respec t to these and other endangered 

or threa tened spec ies tha t may be identified  by the Ministry of 

Na tura l Resources is as fo llows: 

 

2.21.5.1.1 Endangered  and  threa tened spec ies habitat shall not 

be identified  on the Schedules to this Plan in order to 

p rotec t the spec ies. 

 

2.21.5.1.2 Where the development review process in re la tion to 

a  p roposa l for development or site a ltera tions such as 
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filling , g rad ing  or excava ting  confirms the existence of 

such hab ita t, no development or site a ltera tions sha ll 

be permitted  in significant portions of the hab ita t. The 

amount of hab ita t required  for the surviva l of 

endangered  and  threa tened spec ies is determined  

on a  spec ies-spec ific , case-by-case basis.  

Development may be permitted  on ad jacent lands 

within 50 metres of the significant hab ita t, sub jec t to 

the completion of an environmenta l impac t 

assessment to the sa tisfac tion of the approva l 

authority which identifies tha t there w ill not be any 

negative impac t on the hab ita t. The assessment 

required  pursuant to this polic y w ill be completed  in 

accordance with the requirements of the 

Environmental Impact Assessments sec tion of this 

Plan. 

 

2.21.5.1.3 When any new endangered  or threa tened spec ies 

hab ita t is identified  in the Township , the Ministry of 

Na tura l Resources sha ll be contac ted  to develop  a  

mutua lly accep tab le p rocess to be imp lemented  for 

the p rotec tion of the spec ies. 

 

2.21.6 Woodlands and Adjacent Lands 

 

Wood lands a re recognized  as treed  a reas that provide environmental and 

economic  benefits to both the p riva te landowner and  the genera l public .  

The p rotec tion and  enhancement of wood lands and  ad jacent lands can 

help  to p revent erosion, fac ilita te hydrolog ica l and  nutrient c yc ling , 

p rotec t p lant and  anima l hab ita t, and  p rovide for the filtra tion of a ir and  

the long -term storage of ca rbon. The Township ’ s designa ted  significant 

wood lands have been assessed on the basis of sc reening  c riteria  

estab lished  by the Ontario Ministry of Na tura l Resources. Loca l wood lands 

tha t have been designa ted  as ‘‘ significant’’  a re recognized  as having  1) 

ecolog ica l and  func tiona l importance; 2) overa ll uniqueness; and  3) 

economic  and  soc ia l va lue. Rideau Lakes is a  community tha t po ssesses 

extensive, la rge, and  c ontiguous wood land  a reas, the vast bulk of which 

a re loca ted  within the Canad ian Shield  in the west and  north portions of 

the Township . Efforts sha ll be made to p rotec t and  enhance designa ted  

wood lands while continuing  to fac ilita te the interests of p riva te 

landowners. 

 

1. Rideau Lakes possesses extensive, la rge, contiguous wood land  

a reas, the vast bulk of which a re loca ted  within the Canad ian 
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Shield  in the west and  north portions of the Township .  These 

a reas p rovide many environmenta l and  economic  benefits.  

Ecolog ica l func tions inc lude contributions  Reta ining  the 

Township ’ s wood lands can help  to improve to water qua lity and  

quantity by dec reasing  storm water runoff, soil erosion, flood ing , 

and  a lso by removing  nutrients, sediments and toxins.  Woodlands 

a lso p rovide important hab ita t tha t is essentia l to the surviva l of 

many spec ies of w ild life, inc lud ing  certa in endangered  or 

threa tened spec ies, as well as contributing  to improved fish 

hab ita t.  Fina lly, wood land  a reas contribute to the forest-covered 

charac ter of much of the Township  and  its appea l as a  

rec rea tion and  tourist destina tion. 

 

2. Given the overa ll extent of la rge wood land  a reas in Rideau 

Lakes, the fac t tha t the bulk of these a reas a re located within the 

Canad ian Shield  and  the lack of information w ith respec t to 

which wood lands may be p rovinc ia lly-significant by virtue of 

fac tors such as their la rge size, ecolog ica l importance, 

uniqueness or economic  or soc ia l va lue, no significant woodland 

a reas have been identified  on the Schedules to this Plan.  

Accord ing ly, for portions of the Township  lying  to the east of the 

Canad ian Shield , p rior to permitting  development or site 

a ltera tion such as filling , g rad ing  and  excava ting  w ithin a  

wood land  a rea  or ad jacent lands within 50 metres where there is 

a  reasonab le potentia l for nega tive impac ts upon the na tura l 

fea tures or ecolog ica l func tions of the a rea , the approva l 

authority sha ll require an environmenta l impac t assessment 

demonstra ting  tha t no negative impac ts w ill result.  Without 

limiting  the genera lity of the foregoing , the p repara tion of an 

environmenta l impac t assessment sha ll be a  p rerequisite to the 

considera tion of any development c omprising  more than three 

lots in or ad jacent to potentia lly-significant wood land  a rea s.  The 

assessment required  pursuant to this polic y w ill be c ompleted  in 

accordance w ith the requirements of the Environmental Impact 

Assessments sec tion of this Plan. 

 

2.21.6.1 Significant Wood lands have been designa ted  as Natura l 

Heritage B on the Schedules and  a re sub jec t to the polic ies of the 

assoc ia ted  Natural Heritage B sec tion of this Plan. 

 

2.21.6.2 The Township  has, in consulta tion w ith the Ministry of Na tura l 

Resources, identified  significant wood lands as defined  under the 

Provinc ia l Polic y Sta tement. It sha ll be a  p rimary ob jec tive of the 

Township  to p rotec t significant wood lands from development 
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and site a ltera tion which could  negatively impac t the 

wood land ’ s na tura l fea tures or ecolog ica l func tions. In the 

portion of the Township  which is not situa ted  on the Canad ian 

Shield , any development or site a ltera tion p roposed within a  

designa ted  significant wood land , or w ithin lands ad jacent to 

wood land  a reas (i.e . lands within 50 metres of a  designa ted  

wood land), sha ll be p receded by the submission of an 

environmenta l impac t assessment completed  in accordance 

with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessments 

sec tion of this Plan. Proposa ls assoc ia ted  w ith the construc tion of 

a  new dwelling  or sma ll-sca led  commerc ia l p rojec ts on an 

existing  lot of record  may b e exempted  from the required  

submission of an environmenta l impac t assessment if deemed 

appropria te by the Township . Such a  determina tion will be made 

through consulta tions w ith the re levant Conserva tion Authority 

and  the Ministry of Na tura l Resources.  
 

 

3. As information from various pub lic  or p riva te sources becomes 

ava ilab le w ith respec t to p rovinc ia lly-significant wood lands to 

the east of the Canad ian Shield , this Plan sha ll be amended to 

identify them on the Schedules.  In the interim, the Township shall 

use the best ava ilab le information for the purposes of sc reening  

for potentia lly-significant wood land  a reas. 

 

2.21.7 Environmental Impact Assessments 

 

2.21.7.1 Potentia l nega tive impac ts on the identified  na tura l heritage 

fea ture or a rea  will be examined through a  p rocess of 

environmenta l impac t assessment, conduc ted  on a  case -by-

case basis, p rior to the approva l of development. In certa in 

cases, the requirements for an environmental impact assessment 

may be sa tisfied  through the completion of an environmenta l 

sc reening  c hecklist submitted  to the approva l authority as part 

of a  p lanning  app lica tion.  The purpose of the checklist will be to 

p rovide a  sc reening  of the likelihood  of nega tive impac ts. 

 

2.21.7.2 Subsequent to the review of the checklist by the approva l 

authority, an environmenta l impac t study, p repared  by a  

qua lified  ind ividua l, may be required  in order to assess the 

potentia l nega tive impac ts on the na tura l fea tures and  

ecolog ica l func tions of the a rea  in question.  Such 

environmenta l impac t study sha ll be required  p rio r to the 

considera tion of the p lanning  app lica tion by the approva l 
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authority. 
 

2.21.7.3 An environmental impact study shall: 

 

2.21.7.3.1 Define the na ture and  the boundaries of any 

significant fea tures, ecolog ica l func tions, and  va lues 

on, or ad jacent to the site. 

 

2.21.7.3.2 Desc ribe and  map the p roposed development 

ac tivities, inc lud ing  build ing  loca tion, excavation, site 

g rad ing , landscap ing , d ra inage works, roadway 

construc tion, paving , sewage and  water servic ing  in 

re la tion to the various environmenta l considera tions. 

 

2.21.7.3.3 Pred ic t the e ffec ts of the p roposed development on 

the various c omponents of the environment on and  

ad jacent to the site, such as w ild life, fish, vegeta tion, 

soil, surface water, g round water, a ir and  any other 

re levant fac tors, taking  into considera tion effec ts 

during  and  a fter site a ltera tion. 

 

2.21.7.3.4 Eva lua te the significance of a ll p red ic ted  negative 

and  positive effec ts on the various environmenta l 

considera tions. 

 

2.21.7.3.5 Itemize and  recommend a ll measures tha t can be 

taken to reduce or mitiga te the p red ic ted  negative 

impac ts. 

 

2.21.7.3.6 Eva lua te the cumula tive effec t tha t the p rojec t (and 

any other known projec ts or ac tivities) may have 

fo llowing  imp lementa tion of any mitigation measures 

on the na tura l fea tures and  ecolog ica l func tions 

identified  for p rotec tion. 

 

2.21.7.3.7 Conc lude with a  p rofessiona l op inion on whether 

negative effec ts on the na tura l fea tures and  

ecolog ica l func tions w ill occur, the significance of 

such impac ts, and  whether ongoing  monitoring  is 

required . 

 

2.21.7.4 The approva l authority may use various planning controls such as 

site-spec ific  zoning  p rovisions or site p lan c ontro l to ensure tha t 

development and  site a ltera tions occur in accordance with the 
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environmenta l impac t study recommendations. 

 

2.21.7.5 In reviewing  environmenta l impac t assessment submissions, the 

approva l authority w ill consult w ith independent p rofessiona ls 

and  other bod ies such as the re levant Conservation Authority, as 

required . 

 

2.21.7.6 The Township  may develop  Environmenta l Impac t Assessment 

Guidelines to recognize those inherent d isc repanc ies in 

development p roposa ls which may wa rrant a lternative degrees 

of environmenta l impac t assessment (e.g. context, scale, natural 

heritage fea ture, etc .). 
 

 

2.22 GROUND WATER SUPPLY, SEWAGE DISPOSAL AND OTHER SERVICES 

 

2.22.1 Ground Water Supply and Sewage Disposal 

 

2.22.1.1 Except in re la tion to spec ific  developments on the periphery of 

the Town of Smiths Fa lls, there a re no munic ipa l p iped  water or 

sewage services ava ilab le in the Township .  It is unlikely tha t such 

services w ill be p rovided , excep t on an isola ted  basis, in the 

foreseeab le future.  Communa l water and  sewage servic ing  

op tions a re potentia lly of some interest to the Township , as they 

would  accommodate certa in more intense forms of 

development tha t p lace heavier demands on sewage and  

water services, such as residentia l p rojec ts consisting  of more 

than five units or lots served  by common sewage and / or water 

systems.  It is recognized , however, tha t current technologies and 

imp lica tions for munic ipa l responsib ility for communa l systems 

resulting  from Provinc ia l polic y requirements render this servic ing  

op tion p rob lematic  for both land  owners and  the Munic ipa lity.  

As a  consequence, it is antic ipa ted  tha t most new development 

w ill continue to occur on the basis of p riva te on-site water supp ly 

and  sewage d isposa l services in accordance with the 

requirements of the approva l authority having  jurisd ic tion.  In 

add ition, a  sma ll quantity of residentia l development consisting of 

commonly---serviced  p rojec ts of five or less residentia l units or lots 

may be permitted .  Fina lly, the Township  may consider the 

approva l of residentia l development p roposa ls of more than five 

residentia l units or  lots serviced  with communa l services, sub jec t 

to the p roponent fully sa tisfying  a ll financ ia l, technica l and  other 

requirements of the Township  and  other re levant approva l 

authorities.  These requirements sha ll inc lude a  responsib ility 
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agreement w ith the Township  or other pub lic  body, as well as 

financ ia l security to ensure tha t a ll cap ita l and  opera tiona l costs 

assoc ia ted  w ith the communa l services w ill not c reate a financ ia l 

burden for the Township  in the event of default by the owner-

opera tor of the services.  

 

2.22.1.2 The p rotec tion of g round water qua lity and  quantity is of ma jor 

interest to the Township , g iven the importance of g round water 

source potab le water to permanent residentia l development, as 

well as a ll commerc ia l and  industria l uses and  institutions.  The 

United  Counties of Leeds and  Grenville  has recently completed  

the a  Groundwater Management Study to assess existing ground 

water cond itions and  recommend management and protec tion 

p rac tices to ma inta in the quantity and  qua lity of the g round 

water resource in order to p rotec t it as a  sa fe supp ly of potab le 

water for c urrent and  future genera tions.  The study identified  a  

significant g round water/ surface water re la tionship  in the 

Township  in tha t lakes may ac t as reg iona l recharge to bedrock 

aquifers.  This re la tionship  underscores the importance of 

imp lementing  polic ies re la ting  to the p rotec tion of surface water 

qua lity. 

 

2.22.1.3 The determina tion of site suitab ility for p roposed sewage disposal 

systems and  the environmenta l susta inability of development (i.e. 

long  term protec tion of g round water) a re important 

considera tions in development.  Required  servic ing  reports such 

as hydrogeolog ica l investiga tions, terra in ana lyses, impac t 

assessments and  servic ing  op tions reports shall be provided to the 

sa tisfac tion of the approva l authority, inc lud ing  the re levant 

approva l authority for wa ter supp ly and sewage disposal systems. 

 Where requested  by the Township , such investiga tions, ana lyses 

and  reports may be required  in re la tion to sma ll-sca le 

development p roposa ls involving  a  sing le lot, as well as la rger 

sca le development p roposa ls such as p lans of subd ivision. 

 

2.22.1.4 The minimum lot size for development sha ll be in accordance 

with the requirements of this Plan and  the imp lementing  Zoning  

By-law, a lthough the approva l authority may require larger lots or 

impose spec ia l cond itions or restric tions on development where 

deemed necessary to address hea lth, sa fety or other issues 

re la ted  to the p roper func tioning  of wa ter and  sewage services. 

 

2.22.1.5 The Township  w ill encourage the regular maintenance of sewage 

d isposa l systems and  the upgrad ing  or rep lacement of 
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substandard  systems.  Where the upgrad ing  or rep lacement of 

an existing  system cannot reasona b ly be undertaken in 

compliance with the polic ies of this Plan w ith respec t to water 

setbacks due to site -spec ific  constra ints, such sewage system 

improvements may be permitted  w ith reduced setbacks, subjec t 

to meeting  the requirements of the Build ing  Code  Ac t. 

 

2.22.1.6 The Township  w ill monitor the development of a lternative sewage 

system technolog ies.  Ind ividua l trea tment systems designed to 

improve effluent qua lity, as well as sma ll communa l systems, may 

have significant imp lica tions for retrofit situations on existing single 

lots and  more intense c luster development forms, respec tively.  

The Township  w ill review its servic ing  and development polic ies as 

required  to accommodate new technolog ies and development 

forms. 

 

2.22.2 Other Services 

 

Development sha ll be encoura ged to take p lace in villages and  hamlets 

where other services a re either a lready ava ilab le or can be read ily 

p rovided .  Among others, such services may inc lude but a re not limited  to 

pub lic  roads, waste collec tion, d isposa l and  recyc ling , fire p rotec tion, 

police p rotec tion, ambulance service, education, school bussing and parks 

and  other rec rea tiona l fac ilities. 

 

2.23 SURFACE WATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY 

 

2.23.1 Development Adjacent to Water Bodies 

 

2.23.1.1 In add ition to the polic ies of the Fish Habitat and Adjacent 

Lands sec tion of this Plan, which a re a imed at protec ting fish 

hab ita t, the Township  has a  d irec t concern w ith the issue of 

surface water qua lity impac ts re la ted  to water-oriented  

development, whether loca ted  d irec tly on the waterfront of 

the Township ’ s lakes and  rivers, or ad jacent to these water 

bod ies.  Further, it is recognized  tha t there is a  re la tionship  

between surface water and  g round water qua lity. 

 

2.23.1.2 Over the years, va rious research has been undertaken with 

respec t to the issue of surface water qua lity and  la ke 

capac ity, inc lud ing  the Rideau Lakes Basin Carrying  

Capac ities and  Proposed Shoreline Development Polic ies 

report of 1992.  Various sec tions of this Plan incorpora te 

polic ies imp lementing  recommendations of this research in 
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recognition of the importance  of p rovid ing  susta inab le 

rec rea tion, tourism and other water-oriented  opportunities.  

Polic ies to address lake capac ity, wa ter setback and  water 

frontage issues a re deta iled  in the Waterfront Development 

Policies sec tion of this Plan. 

 

2.23.2 Storm Water Management 

 

2.23.2.1 Storm water management is an important part of the 

Township ’ s b roader interest in p rotec ting  water qua lity.  Due 

to the fac t tha t development a ffec ts the qua lity and  

quantity of storm run-off, the Township  w ill ensure tha t 

adequate considera tion is g iven to storm water 

management, inc lud ing  off-site impac ts. 

 

2.23.2.2 The Rideau Va lley Conserva tion Authority has recently 

p roduced a  p lan for the Tay River watershed which 

documents the cond ition of the watershed and  p inpoints 

a reas requiring  further a ttention.  It is expec ted  tha t simila r 

p lans w ill be p repared  for other a rea  watersheds and  sub -

watersheds and  the Township  supports this work.  The 

Township  w ill have regard  to the Tay River Watershed Plan 

and  any future watershed p lans tha t may be p repared , as 

well as re levant guidelines of the Ministry of the Environment, 

in estab lishing  and  revising  storm water design c riteria  and  

standards. 

 

2.23.2.3 Prior to recommend ing  p lans of subd ivision for d ra ft 

approva l, the Township  may request tha t storm water 

concept p lans be p repared  for review by the re levant 

Conserva tion Authority and  approva l authorities.  The 

concept p lan w ill inc lude a  sta tement of the design 

ob jec tives to be app lied  and  a  desc rip tion of the storm 

water management p rac tices to be applied, in accordance 

with the re levant Provinc ia l polic ies.  App licants a re 

encouraged to consult w ith the approva l authority and  the 

re levant Conserva tion Authority p rior to submitting  a  d ra ft 

p lan of subd ivision. 

 

2.23.2.4 Prior to fina l approva l of p lans of subd ivision, deta iled  storm 

water design p lans w ill be required .  Such p lans w ill be 

p repared  in accordance with the requirements of the 

re levant Conserva tion Authority and  approva l authorities.  

Design c riteria  w ill be based upon methods and  p rocedures 
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conta ined  in the re levant Provinc ia l p lanning  and  design 

manua ls used  by these agenc ies. 

 

2.23.2.5 The Township  w ill eva lua te site p lans accord ing  to an 

approved  storm water design p lan, or where no such p lan 

exists, may request the fo llowing : 

 

2.23.2.5.1 A design for the p rovision of storm water 

d ra inage fac ilities; 

 

2.23.2.5.2 A determina tion of the impac t of the 

development on the receiving  watercourse or 

storm water management fac ility, both during  

and  a fter construc tion, in respec t of flood ing , 

pollution, erosion, and  sed imenta tion; and  

 

2.23.2.5.3 Measures for mitiga ting  a ny adverse impac ts if 

such a re likely to result from the p roposed 

development. 

 

2.23.2.6 Development app lica tions having  potentia l impac ts on the 

storm dra inage system a long  County Roads or Provinc ia l 

highways sha ll be c ircula ted  to the County Eng ineer or the 

Ministry of Transporta tion, as app licab le. 

 
 

2.24 ALTERNATIVE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS 

 

2.24.1 General 

 

The Township  recognizes the importance of fac ilita ting  efforts to reduce 

energy consumption through the p romotion of a lterna tive and renewable 

energy systems (e.g . sola r, w ind , b iomass, geotherma l, hydroelec tric , and  

cogenera tion systems). While a lterna tive and  renewab le energy systems 

have been widely-recognized  for their potentia l economic  and  

environmenta l benefits, regard  sha ll be had  for the compatib ility of any 

p roposed system with the na tura l environment and adjacent land uses. The 

Township  sha ll a lso consider the appropria teness of any p roposed 

a lterna tive or renewab le energy system on the func tiona lity of the 

technology w ithin a  particula r site. The polic ies outlined below establish the 

framework from which land  use p lanning  dec isions a ffec ting  a lterna tive 

and  renewab le energy systems a re to be based. 
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2.24.2 Policies 

 

It is a  p rimary ob jec tive of this Plan to ensure the integrity of na tura l and  

built environments; inc lud ing  both munic ipa l and  county infrastruc ture, is 

not negatively a ffec ted  by the inappropria te estab lishment of a lterna tive 

and  renewab le energy systems. All p roposed a lterna tive and  renewab le 

energy systems must be estab lished  with regard  to the p rovisions of the 

Land Use Compatibility sec tion of this Plan as well as the fo llowing :  

 

2.24.2.1 In genera l, the Township  sha ll encourage p roposa ls to 

construc t a lterna tive or renewab le energy systems to 

accommodate current and  p rojec ted energy needs, where 

deemed feasib le. 

 

2.24.2.2 Spec ific  regula tions assoc ia ted  w ith the sca le and  type of 

p roposed a lterna tive or renewab le energy system sha ll be 

exp lic itly set out in the Township ’ s Zoning  By-law. Such 

energy p roduc tion systems may a lso be sub jec t to Site Plan 

Control as p rovided  through amendments to the Township’s 

Site Plan Control By-law. 

 

2.24.2.3 Alterna tive and  renewab le energy systems sha ll be 

permitted  in the Township ’ s Settlement Area  and  on lands 

designa ted  Rura l. On p roperties w ith a  Rura l Offic ia l Plan 

designa tion, such energy systems sha ll be construc ted  in a  

manner tha t minimizes their impac ts on existing  agricultura l 

opera tions. 

 

2.24.2.4 The Township ’ s designa ted  Natura l Heritage fea tures (e.g . 

wetlands, ANSIs, endangered  & threa tened spec ies habitat, 

and  wood lands) sha ll be p rotec ted  from the estab lishment 

of a lterna tive or renewab le energy systems; lands ad jacent 

to spec ific  na tura l heritage fea tures, as estab lished  

throughout sec tion 2.24 of this Plan, sha ll a lso be p rotec ted . 

 

2.24.2.5 The Township  of Rideau Lakes encompasses a  la rge se c tion 

of the Rideau Cana l Waterway; a  designa ted  Nationa l 

Historic  Site, a  Canad ian Heritage River, and  a  UNESCO 

World  Heritage Site. In recognition of the Cana l’ s cultura l 

and  historic  significance, a lterna tive or renewab le energy 

systems sha ll genera lly be d iscouraged from loca ting  on 

p roperties ad jacent to, or in c lear view of, the Rideau Canal 

Waterway. Landscap ing  (i.e . buffering  & sc reening), the use 

of ava ilab le topography and  substantia l setbacks from the 
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shoreline of the Rideau Cana l sha ll be used  as a  means of 

p rotec ting  the aesthetic  and  na tura l charac ter of this 

UNESCO World  Heritage Site from inappropria te 

development of a lterna tive and  renewab le energy systems. 

 

2.24.2.6 The p roponent of an a lterna tive or renewab le energy 

system may be required  to submit spec ia lized  stud ies or 

reports as deemed appropria te by the Township  and  any 

other commenting / approva l agency. Such stud ies may be 

peer reviewed, a t the expense of the p roponent, and to the 

sa tisfac tion of the Township . 

 

2.24.2.7 In reviewing  la rge-sca le p roposa ls to construc t a lternative or 

renewab le energy systems, the Township  sha ll have 

particula r regard  for the overa ll community benefit that may 

be achieved  through an approva l of the p roposa l.  
 

2.24.2.8 It is the intention of the Township  to review a ll app lica tions 

for renewab le energy p rojec ts to ensure there a re no 

negative impac ts on munic ipa l or county infrastruc ture; 

spec ifica lly the loca l road  network. Projec t p roponents sha ll 

be required  to p rovide financ ia l securities for damage to 

munic ipa l infrastruc ture during  and  a fter construc tion. 

Development of renewab le energy p rojec ts sha ll not take 

p lace where munic ipa l infrastruc ture is not adequate to 

meet the servic ing  and  construc tion schedule requirements 

of the development. 
 

 

2.25 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICIES 

 

The Township  of Rideau Lakes recognizes the importance of meeting  the 

needs of its existing  residents/ visitors w ithout compromising  the ab ility of 

future genera tions to meet their own needs.  The fo llowing  polic ies shall be 

considered  when reviewing  development p roposa ls w ithin the Township : 

 

2.25.1 Loca l dec isions sha ll be made with regard  to the over-arching sustainability 

ob jec tives of the County of Leeds and  Grenville , the Province of Onta rio, 

and  the Nation. In particula r, p lanning  dec isions shall take into acc ount the 

polic ies and  ob jec tives of the County’ s Integra ted  Community 

Susta inab ility Plan (ICSP) and  any p lans or spec ia lized  stud ies that promote 

susta inab ility initia tives in the Rideau Lakes a rea . 

 

2.25.2 In genera l, the Township  sha ll encourage a  coord ina ted  approach to 
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susta inab le development by working  w ith loca l agenc ies, boards and  

other stakeholders to ensure the ob jec tives of this Plan reflec t the 

munic ipa lity’ s soc ia l, cultura l, environmenta l, and  economic  ob jec tives. 

 

2.25.3 In reviewing  p roposa ls tha t a ffec t the use of land , efforts sha ll be made to 

incorpora te susta inab le development p rac tices where possib le . 

Proponents of development sha ll be encouraged to consider, amongst 

other fac tors, how the fo llowing  may be incorpora ted  into the p rojec t : 

g rea ter energy effic iency; renewab le/ passive energy systems; improved 

water conserva tion; environmenta lly-sensitive development p rac tices; 

storm-water management, wa ter pollution p revention, high-effic iency 

wastewater trea tment; a lterna tive transporta t ion networks; resource 

conserva tion and  na tura l heritage p rotec tion. In considering  such fac tors, 

regard  sha ll be had  for the assoc ia ted  polic y sec tions desc ribed  in this 

Plan. 

 

2.25.4 The Township  sha ll strive to incorpora te environmenta lly susta inab le 

infrastruc ture into p rojec ts re la ted  to investments in: solid  waste 

management, loca l roads and  b ridges, potab le water resources, g reen 

energy, pub lic  transit and  wastewater infrastruc ture, as appropria te. 

 

2.25.5 Fina lly, the Township  sha ll continue to monitor and  incorpora te sustainable  

development p rac tices to ensure the na tura l, aesthetic , and  historic  

beauty of the reg ion is p rotec ted  both now and into the future. 
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SECTION 3 LAND USE POLICIES 

 

 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

The Township  of Rideau Lakes sha ll be developed in accordance with the 

land  use pa ttern shown on the Land Use and  Roads Plans, a ttached as 

Schedules A1, A2, A3, A4 and  A5 to this Plan.  The Schedules estab lish the 

pa ttern of development in very genera l terms by divid ing the Township into 

seven eight land  use designa tions: 

 

Agriculture 

Minera l Resource 

Natura l Heritage A 

Natura l Heritage B 

Natura l Hazard  

Rura l 

Village and  Hamlet 

Settlement Area  

 

The polic ies governing  the use of the lands within these designa tions, as 

shown on the Schedules, a re conta ined  in this sec tion of the Plan, but 

should  be read  in conjunc tion w ith a ll other sec tions of the Plan.  Particular 

regard  should  be had  to the General Development Policies sec tion of this 

Plan which sets out va rious polic ies which app ly to development, 

regard less of the land  use designa tion in which it is situa ted .  Among other 

matters, a  number of the polic ies conta ined  in the General Development 

Policies sec tion re la te to considera tions tha t must be addressed  in 

undertaking  development or site a ltera tion due to the existence of various 

on-site or ad jacent a rea  fea tures, constra ints, existing  uses or land  use 

designa tions. 

 

In add ition, certa in Pub lic  and  Institutiona l uses may be permitted  in land  

use designa tions, in accordance with the polic ies of this Plan dea ling  w ith 

Public and Institutional Uses. 

 

 

3.2 AGRICULTURE 

 

3.2.1 Intent of the Designation 

 

The Agriculture designa tion has been p laced  on p rime agricultura l a reas 

which a re p redominantly charac terized  by soils designa ted  as Classes 1 to 

3 in the Canada Land Inventory for Agricultura l Cap ab ility. The Township  
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intends tha t these lands will be p rotec ted  and  p reserved  for long-term 

agricultura l uses. While the Township  has not, as of the time of passing  the 

revised  2011 Offic ia l Plan, designa ted  any spec ia lty c rop areas, such areas 

may be designa ted  within the Agriculture zone and  accord ingly g iven the 

highest p riority for p rotec tion. 

 

3.2.2 Permitted Uses 

 

Lands designa ted  as Agriculture sha ll be used  p rimarily for the g rowing  of 

c rops, inc lud ing  nursery and  horticultura l c rops; the ra ising  of livestock and 

other anima ls for food , or fur or fib re , inc lud ing  poultry and  fish; 

aquaculture ; ap ia ries; agro-forestry; map le syrup  p roduc tion; and  

assoc ia ted  on-fa rm build ings and  struc tures. 

 

In add ition, sma ll-sca le commerc ia l and  industria l uses p rovid ing  

agriculture-re la ted  services and  supp lies and  tha t require loca tion in c lose 

p roximity to fa rm opera tions sha ll be permitted  uses.  These uses sha ll be 

secondary to the fa rm opera tion and  may inc lude: typically inc lude a farm 

imp lement dea ler, home occupa tions, home industries, a  feed mill or seed 

c leaning  p lant, an agricultura l p roduce warehouse, an aba tto ir or simila r 

agri-business, or any other use tha t p roduces va lue -added agricultura l 

p roduc ts from the fa rm opera tion on the p roperty.  Such uses sha ll a lso 

inc lude agriculture-re la ted  tourist c ommerc ia l uses and  agri-tourism uses. 

Proposed secondary uses and  agriculture -re la ted  uses shall be compatib le 

w ith, and  sha ll not hinder, surround ing  agricultural operations. The Township 

sha ll limit the sca le of such uses through the app lica tion of munic ipa l 

p lanning  documents and  Provinc ia l guidelines. 

 

A dwelling  accessory to any of the foregoing  uses and  loca ted  on the 

same lot sha ll be permitted .  Residentia l accommodation for fa rm 

employees may a lso be permitted  on the same lot, sub jec t to the 

p rovisions of the Zoning  By-law.  Farm-rela ted  residentia l uses on separa te 

lots sha ll be permitted , sub jec t to the polic ies of the Agriculture designation 

and  the sec tion of the Plan dea ling  w ith Land Division. 

 

3.2.3 Policies 

 

3.2.3.1 All new fa rm and non-fa rm development sha ll comply w ith 

the Ontario Ministry of Agricultura l, Food, and  Rura l Affa irs’  

(OMAFRA) Minimum Distance Separa tion I (MDSI) and  

Minimum Distance Separa tion II (MDSII) formulae, as may be 

amended from time to time , as app licab le. 

 

3.2.3.2 The Township  encourages the p repara tion and  p rac tice of 
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nutrient management p lanning  and  best management 

p rac tices by a ll nutrient genera tors and  users. ‘‘Norma l fa rm 

prac tices’’ , as defined  in the Farming  and  Food Produc tion 

Protec tion Ac t, 1998, sha ll be conduc ted  in accordance 

with the app licab le p rovisions of the Nutrient Management 

Ac t, 2002. 

 

3.2.3.3 In eva lua ting  an amendment to the Offic ia l Plan to change 

the designa tion from Agriculture to another designation, the 

Township  sha ll be sa tisfied  tha t there is a demonstrated need 

for the p roposed use for which the amendment is sought 

and  tha t it c annot reasonab ly be loca ted  on lands outside 

the Agriculture designa tion or on lands within the Agriculture 

designa tion w ith a  lower agricultura l capab ility.   In the case 

of p roposed expansions of rura l settlement a reas such as 

villages and  hamlets onto lands designa ted  Agriculture, it 

must a lso be demonstra ted  tha t the Township does not have 

suffic ient lands a lready designa ted  Settlement Area  Village 

and  Hamlet to accommodate p rojec ted  g rowth. 

 

3.2.3.4 The extrac tion of minera ls and  petro leum resources sha ll be 

permitted  on lands designa ted  Agriculture provided that the 

site is rehab ilita ted  upon completion of the extrac tion 

ac tivities. Minera l aggrega te resourc es may a lso be 

extrac ted  from lands designa ted  Agriculture as an interim 

use p rovided  tha t the extrac tion site is rehab ilita ted  so tha t 

the a ffec ted  a reas and  soil qua lity for agricultura l use a re 

restored . 

 

3.2.3.5 Within the Agriculture designa tion, there may be  small 

pockets of land  which a re only marg ina lly p roductive or of a 

lower potentia l for agriculture due to their size, shape, 

topography, soil c lass, d ra inage or other charac teristic s.  

These limita tions sha ll not, however, constitute justification for 

an Offic ia l Plan amendment to a  non-agricultura l 

designa tion.  The use of such pockets for uses permitted  in 

the Agriculture designa tion tha t do not require sites with high 

potentia l for agriculture, such as c ommerc ia l and  industria l 

uses p rovid ing  agriculture-re la ted  services and supplies, shall 

be encouraged. 

 

3.2.3.6 Lot c rea tion w ithin the Agriculture designation shall generally 

be d iscouraged.  In add ition to the polic ies of this Plan 

re la ting  to Land Division, lo t c rea tion in the Agriculture 



v.1 Dra ft Offic ia l Plan of the Township  of Rideau Lakes Marc h 2011 

 

 
77 |  Page 

designa tion sha ll be  sub jec t to the fo llowing  p rovisions: 

 

3.2.3.6.1 New lots for agricultura l uses sha ll be of a  size appropria te 

to the type of agriculture common in the a rea  and  to 

a llow flexib ility for future changes to the type of 

agricultura l opera tion. 

 

3.2.3.6.2 A situa tion where a  new lot is required  for an agriculture -

re la ted  use (i.e . sma ll-sca le fa rm-rela ted  commerc ia l or 

industria l use d irec tly re la ted  to, and  in c lose p roximity to, 

the fa rm opera tion); p rovided  that the proposed new lot is 

limited  to a  minimum size needed to accommo date the 

use and  appropria te sewage and  water services. 

 

3.2.3.6.3 New lots for residentia l uses sha ll be permitted  in the 

fo llowing  c ircumstances: 

 

A full-time fa rmer of retirement age who is retiring  from 

ac tive working  life, was fa rming  on January 1, 1994, who 

has owned and  opera ted  the fa rming  opera tion for a  

considerab le leng th of time and  who w ishes to reta in 

one lot for his persona l use upon retirement; 

 

3.2.3.6.3.1 A situa tion where one of two or more dwellings 

built p rior to 1978 is surp lus to the fa rm or where 

a  dwelling  has become surp lus as a  result of a  

fa rm consolida tion. In such instances, the 

Township  sha ll ensure tha t new residentia l 

dwellings a re p rohib ited  on any vacant 

remnant parcel of fa rmland  c rea ted  by the 

severance. 

 

 

Such new residentia l lots sha ll be limited  to the minimum 

size required  to accommodate a  dwelling  and  p riva te 

sewage and  water services and  in genera l sha ll not be 

more than 1 hec ta re in a rea , excep t where site -spec ific  

fac tors such as the setback of an existing  dwelling  from 

the ad jacent pub lic  road  require the c rea tion of a  la rger 

lot. In particula r instances, the Township  may permit a  

surp lus dwelling  to be severed  in conjunc tion w ith nearby 

accessory build ings (e.g . barns, storage struc tures, etc .), 

when such build ings a re a lso deemed surp lus to the 

p rimary fa rming  opera tion, which is to be reta ined . 
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Residentia l infilling  between two existing  non-fa rm 

dwellings loca ted  on lots of simila r size on the same side of 

the road , situa ted  not more than 100 metres apart. 

 

 

3.2.4 Special Exception Areas 

 

(Reserved) 
 

 

 

3.3 MINERAL RESOURCE 

 

3.3.1 Intent of the Designation 

 

The importance of minera l aggrega tes and  minera ls and  their p rotec tion 

for long  term use is recognized  through the Minera l Resource designa tion.  

The designa tion has been app lied  on the basis of information on the extent 

of resources and  existing  opera tions supp lied  by the Ministry of Na tura l 

Resources and  the Ministry of Northern Development and  Mines. The 

extrac tion of minera l and  aggrega te resources sha ll be carried  out in 

accordance with the p rovisions of the Mining  Ac t, and  the Aggregate 

Resources Ac t, as well as any other app licab le government regula tions, 

guidelines and  leg isla tion.  

 

The most significant aggrega te  in the Township  of Rideau Lakes is g ranite, 

while the most significant minera l is g raphite.  Good sources of sand  and  

g ravel a re scarce. In certa in cases, a reas having  minera l aggrega te or 

minera l potentia l have been exc luded from the Minera l Resource 

designa tion due to contextua l considera tions such as p roximity to na tura l 

heritage fea tures such as wetlands and  ANSIs, existing  incompatib le land  

uses or the shorelines of wa ter bod ies. Minera l aggrega te resources sha ll 

be made ava ilab le as c lose to markets as possib le. Where new resources 

a re designa ted , or licenses a re p roposed, the  Township  sha ll exp lore 

op tions to fac ilita te aggrega te extrac tion ac tivities for use loca lly or 

e lsewhere. 

 

In some areas designa ted  Minera l Resource on the basis of the extent of 

potentia l minera l resources, non-minera l development may occur, 

p rovided  tha t the Ministry of Northern Development and  Mines and  the 

Township  have determined  tha t such development would not compromise 

ob jec tives w ith respec t to minera l resource p rotec tion and  extrac tion. 
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In certa in a reas designa ted  Minera l Resource, there are so ils designated as 

Classes 1 to 3 in the Canada Land Inventory for Agricultura l Capab ility.  It is 

the intent of the Plan tha t agricultura l ac tivities can occur in the Minera l 

Resource designa tion, but tha t the long  term protec tion of the minera l 

resource should  take p recedence. 

 

It is a lso the intent of this Plan tha t where lands designa ted  Minera l 

Resource have a  soil capab ility ra ting  such tha t Classes 1 to 3 soils 

p redomina te, minera l aggrega te and  minera l mining  opera tions be 

conduc ted  in such a  manner so as to a llow, where feasib le, for the 

subsequent agricultura l use of such lands. 

 

It is recognized  tha t the Township  may have potentia l for other minera l 

commodities not currently identified .  It is Counc il’ s intention tha t these 

important minera l resources w ill be p rotec ted  for long  term use. The 

extrac tion of resources from existing  or future Minera l Resource a reas is to 

be conduc ted  in a  manner tha t is environmenta lly-sensitive, compatib le 

w ith ad jacent land  uses, and  is considered  by the Township  to b e 

consistent w ith the goa ls and  ob jec tives set out in this Plan. Once a Mineral 

Resource a rea  has been exhausted  of a  particula r minera l or minera l 

aggrega te, appropria te rehab ilita tion sha ll be undertaken to the 

sa tisfac tion of the Township . 

 

 

3.3.2 Permitted Uses 

 

The aggrega te-re la ted  uses permitted  inc lude p its and  quarries, as well as 

a ll assoc ia ted  fac ilities used  in extrac tion, transport, benefic ia tion, 

p rocessing  or recyc ling  of minera l aggrega te, or the p roduc tion of 

secondary re la ted  p roduc ts.  These uses inc lude c rushing  fac ilities, 

stockp iles, washing  and  sc reening  opera tions, aspha lt p lants, conc rete 

p lants and  aggrega te transfer sta tions. 

 

The minera l-re la ted  uses permitted  inc lude open p it and  underground 

mining  opera tions and  assoc ia ted  fac ilities such as milling  opera tions. 

 

Land  uses such as agriculture, forestry, conserva tion and  outdoor 

rec rea tion uses sha ll be permitted , p rovided  tha t such uses sha ll not 

genera lly inc lude build ings or ac tivities tha t would  p rec lude or hinder the 

estab lishment o f new minera l mining  or minera l aggrega te opera tions or 

access to minera l resources.  Development p roposa ls for other land  uses 

may be permitted  in accordance with the Rural sec tion of this Plan, 

sub jec t to the agreement of the Ministry of Northern Develop ment and  

Mines and  the Township . 
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Under the Aggregate Resources Ac t, p its a re recognized  as ‘‘ lands or land 

under water from which unconsolida ted  aggrega te is being  or has been 

excava ted , and  tha t has not yet been rehab ilita ted ’’ . A quarry, on the 

other hand , is typ ica lly la rger in sca le than a  p it and  is recognized as ‘‘ land 

or land  under water from which consolida ted  aggrega te is being  or has 

been excava ted , and  tha t has not been rehab ilitated ’’ . In order to protec t 

na tura l and  built environments ad jacent to estab lished  or future p its and  

quarries, ‘‘ influence a reas’’  have been defined . Influence a reas in relation 

to p its a re 150 or 300 metres, depend ing  upon the licence c lassifica tion of 

the p it, as well as whether the p it excava tion extends above or below the 

water tab le. The influence a rea  in re la tion to quarries is 500 metres. 

 

3.3.3 Policies 

 

3.3.3.1 On lands designa ted  Minera l Resource, the a rea  to be 

zoned and  licensed for a  p it or quarry must be loca ted  

within the limits of the designa ted  a rea .  Any expansion 

p roposa l involving  lands beyond the limits of the designated 

a rea  w ill require an amendment to this Plan. 

 

3.3.3.2 Existing  licensed p its and  quarries and  other existing  minera l 

resource opera tions w ill be zoned in the Zoning  By-law to 

permit such uses.  New opera tions, as well as expansions to 

existing  opera tions w ill be estab lished  through an 

amendment to the Zoning  By-law.  As part of the 

documenta tion in support of an app lica tion for a  Zoning By-

law amendment to accommodate new opera tions or 

significant expansions, the Township  may require the 

app licant to undertake stud ies to address the soc ia l, 

economic , environmenta l and  other potentia l impac ts of 

the p roposa l. 

 

3.3.3.3 Lands w ithin the Minera l Resource designa tion tha t a re not 

zoned for minera l aggrega te or minera l mining  op era tions 

sha ll be p laced  in an appropria te zone ca tegory in the 

Zoning  By-law which w ill a llow rura lly-oriented  uses, but 

which w ill not a llow sensitive land  uses such as residences, 

day care centres and  educa tiona l and  hea lth fac ilities 

w ithin the influence a rea  of existing  minera l aggrega te and 

mining  opera tions.  Influence a reas in re la tion to p its a re 150 

or 300 metres, depend ing  upon the licence c lassifica tion of 

the p it, as well as whether the p it excava tion extends above 

or below the water tab le.  The influence a rea  in re la tion to 
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quarries is 500 metres. 

 

3.3.3.4 All p it and  quarry opera tions sha ll be licensed by the Ministry 

of Na tura l Resources under the Aggregate Resources Ac t . 

 

3.3.3.5 Access to minera l aggrega te or minera l mining  opera tions 

sha ll be encouraged to be loca ted  on Provinc ia l highways 

or County roads, wherever possib le.  Where access is to be 

ob ta ined  from a  Township  road , it must be of an adequate 

standard  of construc tion to support the antic ipa ted  truck 

tra ffic . It is expec ted  tha t improvements to p ub lic  roads to 

hand le the inc reased truck tra ffic  sha ll be the responsib ility 

of the p it or quarry opera tor and  sha ll be imp lemented  

through the Site Plan Control p rocess. 

 

3.3.3.6 An app lica tion for an amendment to the Offic ia l Plan to 

change the designa tion from Minera l Resource to another 

designa tion sha ll be supported  carried  out under 

consulta tion w ith the Province, and  through the submission 

of by a  report which demonstra tes tha t:  
 

3.3.3.6.1 A minera l resource use would  not be feasib le due to 

qua lita tive, quantita tive  or other constra ints such as the 

reg iona l significance of the resource ; or 

 

3.3.3.6.2 The p roposed use serves a  g rea ter long-term pub lic  

interest; and  

 

3.3.3.6.3 All issues re la ted  to pub lic  hea lth and  sa fety, as well as 

environmenta l impac t, can be addressed ; and  

 

3.3.3.6.4 The p roposed redesigna tion sha ll not p rec lude the 

potentia l to use ad jacent lands designa ted  Minera l 

Resource for minera l or minera l aggrega te extrac tion.  

 

3.3.3.7 Minera l aggrega te opera tions shall be required to undertake 

p rogressive rehab ilitation to accommodate subseq uent land 

uses.  Where such opera tions a re loca ted  on lands with soils 

designa ted  as Classes 1 to 3 in the Canada Land Inventory 

for Agricultura l Capab ility, site rehab ilita tion sha ll be carried  

out whereby substantia lly the same areas and  average soil 

capab ility for agriculture is restored .  Complete agricultura l 

rehab ilita tion w ill be required  excep t where there is a  

substantia l quantity of minera l aggrega tes below the water 
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tab le, the dep th of p lanned extrac tion makes restora tion of 

agricultura l capab ility not feasib le, other potentia l 

a lterna tive minera l resource extrac tion loca tions have been 

considered  and  found unsuitab le, or agricultura l 

rehab ilita tion in remaining   a reas w ill be maximized . 

 

3.3.3.8 Minera l mining  opera tions, inc lud ing  assoc ia ted  p rocessing  

fac ilities, sha ll undertake rehab ilita tion, inc luding progressive 

rehab ilita tion where feasib le, to accommodate subsequent 

land  uses. 

 

3.3.3.9 In eva lua ting  an amendment to the Offic ia l Plan to change 

the designa tion of lands to Minera l Resource from another 

designa tion, the Township  sha ll require the app licant to 

p rovide suffic ient information to eva lua te the app lica tion, 

inc lud ing  the fo llowing : 

 

3.3.3.9.1 The type and  loca tion of neighbouring  land  uses, having  

regard  to land  use c ompatib ility; 

 

3.3.3.9.2 The loca tion and  adequacy o f p roposed access routes, 

any p roposed road  improvements and the traffic  flow and 

volume; 

 

3.3.3.9.3 Proposed opera tiona l p lans and  site p lans for extrac tion 

ac tivities as well the storage and  stock-p iling  of extrac ted 

materia ls; 

 

3.3.3.9.4 Potentia l sources and  sensitive rec ep tors of noise, dust 

and  vib ra tion; 

 

3.3.3.9.5 Hydrogeology and  surface water qua lity and  quantity, 

p red ic ted  c hanges and  sensitivity to such c hanges; 

 

3.3.3.9.6 The loca tion of na tura l heritage fea tures and  ecolog ica l 

func tions, their type, va lue and  sensitivity to c hange; 

 

3.3.3.9.7 The submission of an environmenta l impac t assessment or 

other study as may be deemed necessary; 

 

3.3.3.9.8 The p resence of a rchaeolog ica l rema ins or cultura l 

heritage as determined  through an a rchaeolog ica l site 

assessment; and  
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3.3.3.9.9 Mitiga tion measures, which may inc lude landscaping and 

buffering  of the p roposed use to p rotec t existing  or 

p lanned communities as well as the scenic  and  na tura l 

amenity of ad jacent lands. 

 

3.3.3.10 It is a  polic y of this Plan tha t existing  sensitive land  uses such 

as residences, day care centres and  educational and health 

fac ilities sha ll be p rotec ted  from the estab lishment of new 

minera l aggrega te and  mining  opera tions or expansions 

where such estab lishment or expansion would  be 

incompatib le for reasons of pub lic  hea lth, pub lic  sa fety or 

environmenta l impac t.  Influence a reas in re la tion to p its are 

150 or 300 metres, depend ing  upon the licence c lassification 

of the p it, as well as whether the p it excava tion extends 

above or below the water tab le.  The influence a rea  in 

re la tion to quarries is 500 metres. 

 

3.3.3.11 All p lanning  app lica tions w ithin the Minera l Resource 

designa tion sha ll be c ircula ted  to the Ministry of Northern 

Development and  Mines, and  the Ministry of Resources, as 

app licab le .  Sub jec t to the agreement of the re levant 

Ministry and  the Township , development for purposes not 

re la ted  to minera l resources may be permitted  on certa in 

lands designa ted  Minera l Resource in accordance with the 

p rovisions of the Rura l designa tion, p rovided  tha t such lands 

a re not designa ted  on the basis of aggrega te reserves or 

licensed for a  p it or quarry under the Aggregate Resources 

Ac t. 

 

3.3.4 Special Exception Areas 

 

(Reserved) 

3.4 NATURAL HERITAGE A 

 

3.4.1 Intent of the Designation 

 

Our na tura l heritage c onsists of a  variety of fea tures and  a reas which a re 

important for their environmenta l and  soc ia l va lue.  These fea tures and  

a reas inc lude wetlands, a reas of na tura l and  sc ientific  interest (ANSIs), fish 

hab ita t, w ild life hab ita t and  the hab ita t of endangered  and  threa tened 

spec ies.  Some of these fea tures and  a reas a re considered  particula rly 

significant by the Province of Onta rio and / or the Township .  The Natura l 

Heritage A designa tion is assigned to p rovinc ia lly-significant wetlands in 

order to p rotec t them from any development or site a ltera tion. 
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Wetlands a re those lands which a re seasona lly or permanently covered by 

sha llow water, as well as lands where the water tab le is c lose to or a t the 

surface.  In e ither case the p resence of abundant water has c aused the 

formation of hydric  soils and  has favoured  the dominance of e ither 

hydrophytic  p lants or water-to lerant p lants.   Period ica lly soaked or wet 

lands being  used  for agricultura l purposes which no longer exhib it wetland 

charac teristic s a re not c onsidered  to be wetlands for the purposes of this 

definition.  The four ma jor types of wetlands a re swamps, marshes, bogs 

and  fens.  Wetlands a re important for their ro le in  the recharge and  

d ischarge of g roundwater, wa ter qua lity improvement, flood  and  erosion 

damage reduc tion, w ild life hab ita t and  rec rea tiona l and  tourism 

opportunities such as hunting , fishing , b ird  watching , hiking  and  boa ting . 

 

While the 1997 2005 Provinc ia l Polic y Sta tement provides that under certa in 

c ircumstances development and  site a ltera tion may occur in wetlands 

within the limits of the Canad ian Shield , the Township  has chosen to adopt 

a  more restric tive approach which effec tively p rohib its such ac tivities.  This 

more restric tive approach reflec ts the Township ’ s commitment to the 

p rotec tion of these important na tura l environments.  

 

Certa in portions of p rovinc ia lly-significant wetlands designa ted  as Natura l 

Heritage A in this Plan inc lude lands which a re a lso a reas of na tura l and  

sc ientific  interest (ANSIs).  ANSIs a re a reas of land  and  water w ith na tura l 

landscapes or fea tures tha t have been identified  as having sc ientific  value 

worthy of p rotec tion or study or re la ted  to educa tion.  ANSIs a re important 

since they represent the full spec trum of b io log ica l communities and  

na tura l land forms and  environments ac ross the Province.  In general, ANSIs 

a re designa ted  Na tura l Heritage B by this Plan, excep t where they a re 

geographica lly coinc ident w ith p rovinc ia lly-significant wetlands, in which 

case they a re designa ted  Natura l Heritage A in recognition of the more 

restric tive polic ies of the la tter designa tion. 

 

Simila rly, other portions of p rovinc ia lly-significant wetlands designa ted  as 

Natura l Heritage A in this Plan inc lude lands within 1:100 year flood  lines, as 

mapped by the Conserva tion Authorities.  While, in genera l, flood  p la in 

lands a re designa ted  Natura l Hazard  by this Plan, where they a re 

geographica lly coinc ident w ith p rovinc ia lly-significant wetlands, they a re 

designa ted  Natura l Heritage A to reflec t the more restric tive polic y 

environment of the la tter designa tion. 

 

Some wetland  a reas have been eva lua ted  by the Ministry of Na tura l 

Resources, but not deemed provinc ia lly-significant.  These wetlands are not 

inc luded in the Natura l Heritage A designa tion, but ra ther a re considered  
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as loca lly-significant and  a re designa ted  Natura l Heritage B. 

 

Other na tura l heritage fea tures such as fish hab ita t, w ild life hab ita t, 

endangered  and  threa tened spec ies hab ita t and  wood lands a re 

d iscussed in the sec tion of this Plan dea ling  w ith Natural Heritage Features.  

While not inc luded in the Natura l Heritage A designa tion for polic y or 

p rac tica l reasons, such fea tures a re nevertheless considered  significant.  

Polic ies re la ting  to fish hab ita t, w ild life hab ita t and  endangered  and  

threa tened spec ies hab ita t a re inc luded in the Natural Heritage Features 

sec tion, as a re polic ies re la ting  to development on lands ad jacent to 

wetlands and  ANSIs which a re designa ted  either Natura l Heritage A or 

Natura l Heritage B. 

 

3.4.2 Permitted Uses 

 

The permitted  uses inc lude only those re la ted  to conserva tion, w ild life 

management and  outdoor rec rea tion ac tivities tha t do not require 

a ltera tion to the na tura l fea tures.  Minor build ings or struc tures re la ting  to 

these uses and  which a re designed to minimize impac ts on the na tura l 

fea tures and  func tions of the a rea  may be permitted  sub jec t to the 

p rovisions of the Environmental Impact Assessments sec tion of this Plan. 

 

3.4.3 Policies 

 

3.4.3.1 Development or site a ltera tion such as filling , g rad ing  and  

excava ting  sha ll be p rohib ited  w ithin the Natura l Heritage A 

designa tion. 

 

3.4.3.2 Development or site a ltera tion such as filling , g ra d ing  and  

excava ting  may be permitted  on lands ad jacent to the 

Natura l Heritage A designa tion, sub jec t to the p rovisions of 

the Natural Heritage Features sec tion of this Plan, and having 

spec ific  regard  to the  Environmental Impact Assessments 

sec tion.  Ad jacent lands means those lands within 120 

metres of the Natura l Heritage A designa tion. 

 

3.4.3.3 Where land  designa ted  as Natura l Heritage A is held  under 

p riva te ownership , there is no imp lica tion tha t the land  is 

open to the genera l pub lic  or tha t it w ill be acquired  by any 

pub lic  agency. 
 

3.4.3.4 Estab lished  agricultura l uses ongoing  a t the da te of 

adop tion of this Plan a re permitted  to continue in or 

ad jacent to the Natura l Heritage A designa tion, but new or 
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expanded agricultura l build ings or struc tures or the c learing  

or d ra ining  of add itiona l lands a re only permitted  sub jec t to 

the Environmental Impact Assessments sec tion of this Plan.  

In no case sha ll new agricultura l build ings or struc tures  be 

permitted  w ithin the Natura l Heritage A designa tion. 

 

3.4.4 Special Exception Areas 

 

(Reserved) 

 

 

3.5 NATURAL HERITAGE B 

 

3.5.1 Intent of the Designation 

 

Our na tura l heritage c onsists of a  variety of fea tures and  a reas which a re 

important for their environmenta l and  soc ia l va lue.  These fea tures and  

a reas inc lude wetlands, a reas of na tura l a nd  sc ientific  interest (ANSIs), fish 

hab ita t, w ild life hab ita t, wood lands, and  the hab ita t of endangered  and  

threa tened spec ies.  Some of these fea tures and  a reas a re considered  

particula rly significant by the Province of Onta rio and / or the Township. The 

Natura l Heritage B designa tion is assigned to a reas of na tural and sc ientific  

interest (ANSIs), wood lands, and  loca lly-significant wetlands in order to 

p rotec t them from development or site a ltera tion, unless it can be 

demonstra ted  tha t there w ill be no neg ative impac ts on the na tura l 

fea tures or ecolog ica l func tions for which the a rea  is identified . 

 

Loca lly-significant wetlands a re those wetlands which have been 

eva lua ted  by the Ministry of Na tura l Resources but which have not been 

deemed p rovinc ia lly-significant. 

 

ANSIs a re a reas of land  and  water w ith na tura l landscapes or fea tures that 

have been identified  as having  sc ientific  va lue worthy of p rotec tion or 

study or re la ted  to educa tion.  ANSIs a re important since they represent the 

full spec trum of b io log ica l communities and  na tura l land forms and  

environments ac ross the Province. 

 

ANSIs tha t have been deemed provinc ia lly-significant by the Ministry of 

Na tura l Resources a re inc luded in the Natura l Heritage B designa tion. 

 

Sub jec t to the undertaking  of an Environmenta l Impac t Study in 

accordance with the p rovisions of the Environmental Impact Assessments 

sec tion of this Plan, development and  site a ltera tion may be permitted  to 

occur w ithin the Natura l Heritage B designa tion. 
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Other na tura l heritage fea tures such as fish hab ita t, w ild life hab ita t, and  

endangered  and  threa tened spec ies hab ita t and  wood lands a re 

d iscussed in the sec tion of this Plan dea ling  w ith Natural Heritage Features.  

While not inc luded in the Natura l Heritage A or B designa tions for polic y or 

p rac tica l reasons, such fea tures a re nevertheless considered  significant.  

Polic ies re la ting  to fish hab ita t, w ild life hab ita t and  endangered  and  

threa tened spec ies hab ita t a re inc luded in the Natural Heritage Features 

sec tion, as a re polic ies re la ting  to development on lands ad jacent to 

wetlands, wood lands, and  ANSIs which a re designa ted  either Natura l 

Heritage A or Natura l Heritage B. 

 

3.5.2 Permitted Uses 

 

The permitted  uses sha ll genera lly inc lude only those re la ted  to 

conserva tion, w ild life management and  outdoor rec rea tion ac tivities that 

do not require a ltera tion to the na tura l fea tures.  Build ings or struc tures 

re la ting  to these uses may be permitted  sub jec t to the p rovisions of the 

Environmental Impact Assessments sec tion of this Plan. 

 

Uses permitted  in the Rura l designa tion may a lso be permitted  sub jec t to 

the p rovisions of the Environmental Impact Assessments sec tion of this Plan. 

 

3.5.3 Policies 

 

3.5.3.1 Development or site a ltera tion such as filling , g rad ing  and  

excava ting  sha ll not genera lly be permitted  w ithin the 

Natura l Heritage B designa tion. Development or site 

a ltera tion may be permitted , sub jec t to the Environmental 

Impact Assessments sec tion of this Plan and an amendment 

to the Zoning  By-law. 

 

3.5.3.2 Development or site a ltera tion such as filling , g rad ing  and  

excava ting  may be permitted  on lands ad jacent to the 

Natura l Heritage B designa tion, sub jec t to the p rovisions of 

the Natural Heritage Features and Environmental Impact 

Assessments sec tions of this Plan.  Ad jacent lands means 

those lands within 50 m of the  Natura l Heritage B 

designa tion. 

 

3.5.3.3 Development or site a ltera tion such as filling , g rad ing , 

excava ting , development of a  sing le dwelling , and  

development of sma ll sca le commerc ia l uses on existing lots 
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of record  may be permitted  w ithin lands dep ic ted  on the  

Land Use Schedules as Natura l Heritage B --- Significant 

Wood lands sub jec t to the p rovisions of Sec tion 2.21.6.2 and  

the Environmental Impact Assessments sec tion of this Plan.  

Furthermore, lands dep ic ted  as Natura l Heritage B --- 

Significant Wood lands sha ll be zoned accord ing ly to permit 

a  sing le dwelling  and  small sca le commerc ia l uses on an 

existing  lot of record .   

 

3.5.3.4 Where land  designa ted  as Natura l Heritage B is held  under 

p riva te ownership , there is no imp lica tion tha t the land  is 

open to the genera l pub lic  or tha t it w ill be acquired  by any 

pub lic  agency. 

 

3.5.3.5 Estab lished  agricultura l uses ongoing  a t the da te of 

adop tion of this Plan a re permitted  to continue in or 

ad jacent to the Natura l Heritage B designa tion, but new or 

expanded agricultura l build ings or struc tures or the c learing  

or d ra ining  of add itiona l lands a re only permitted  sub jec t to 

the Environmental Impact Assessments sec tion of this Plan. 

 

3.5.4 Special Exception Areas 

 

(Reserved) 

 

 

3.6 NATURAL HAZARD 

 

3.6.1 Intent of the Designation 

 

Na tura l Hazard  lands a re la nds which could  be unsa fe for development 

because of their physica l charac teristic s and  which pose a potentia l risk for 

loss of life, p roperty damage, and  soc ia l d isrup tion if developed.  All lands 

w ithin 1:100 year flood  lines, as mapped by the Conserva tion Authorities, 

a re designa ted  as Natura l Hazard  on the Schedules.  Genera lly, it is 

intended tha t no development occur in the designa tion. 

 

Steep  slopes and  organic  soils as identified  in the Canada Land Inventory 

a lso have the potentia l to constitute a  na tura l hazard  and  a re d iscussed in 

the sec tion of this Plan dea ling  w ith Natural Hazard Features.  Polic ies 

re la ting  to steep  slopes and  organic  soils a re inc luded in the Natural Hazard 

Features sec tion, as a re polic ies re la ting  to development on lands 

ad jacent to flood  p la ins and  situa ted  between 1:100 year flood  lines and  

the limits of fill lines.  Genera lly speaking , lands exhib iting  steep  slopes, 
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organic  soils or which a re loca ted  between the flood  and  fill lines pose 

constra ints to development which, w ith appropria te eng ineering , may be 

overcome.  Accord ing ly, such lands will not norma lly be inc luded in the 

Natura l Hazard  designa tion. 

 

 

 

3.6.2 Permitted Uses 

 

The permitted  uses of the Natura l Hazard  designation inc lude those related 

to agriculture, forestry, conserva tion, w ild life management and  outdoor 

rec rea tion ac tivities.  Build ings or struc tures assoc ia ted  w ith these uses shall 

not be permitted  w ithin the Natura l Hazard  designa tion.  It is recognized  

tha t Natura l Hazard  lands a re to be managed so as to co mplement 

ad jacent land  uses and  p rotec t them from any physica l hazards or their 

effec ts. 

 

No development is permitted  other than flood  or erosion control struc tures, 

shoreline stab iliza tion, wa ter intake fac ilities and minor recreational fac ilities 

such as docks, a ll as approved  by the appropria te approva l authorities, 

such as Parks Canada, the Ministry of Na tura l Resources and  the re levant 

Conserva tion Authority. 

 

3.6.3 Policies 

 

3.6.3.1 The boundaries of the Natura l Hazard  designa tion as shown 

on the Schedules w ill be used  as a  guide for the p reparation 

of Zoning  By-law provisions which w ill imp lement the polic ies 

of this sec tion.  Build ing  setbacks w ill be imposed from the 

marg in of Na tura l Hazard  land  re la ted  to the extent or 

severity of the hazard .  No new lots sha ll be c rea ted  tha t lie  

sole ly in a reas susceptib le to flood  hazards or tha t cause 

adverse impac ts on upstream or downstream lands.  In 

accordance with Provinc ia l polic ies, a ll re levant polic ies of 

this Plan, the Conserva tion Authorities Ac t  and  the 

Development, Interference with Wetlands, and Alterations to 

Shorelines and  Watercourses Regula tions Fill, Construc tion 

and  Altera tion to Waterways Regula tions, no build ings or 

struc tures excep t those re la ted  to flood  and  erosion contro l 

sha ll be construc ted  or enla rged , and  no other 

development or site a ltera tion sha ll be permitted , except as 

approved  by the re levant Conserva tion Authority. 

 

3.6.3.2 Although lands ad jacent to the Natura l Hazard  designa tion 
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within the fill line shown on the Schedules a re designated for 

va rious land  uses, no build ings or struc tures sha ll be 

construc ted  or enla rged , and  no development or site 

a ltera tion such as filling , g rad ing  and  excava ting  shall occur 

w ithout the written permission of the re levant Conserva tion 

Authority, in accordance with its Development, Interference 

with Wetlands, and  Altera tions to Shorelines and  

Watercourses Regula tions  Fill, Construc tion and  Altera tions 

to Waterways Regula tions. 

 

3.6.3.3 Where land  designa ted  Natura l Hazard  is held  under private 

ownership , there is no imp lica tion tha t the land  is open to 

the genera l pub lic  or tha t it w ill be acquired  by any pub lic  

agency.  Further, p rior to the considera tion of re -designating 

Natura l Hazard  lands, the p roponent must show tha t a ll of 

the fo llowing  c an be achieved : 

 

3.6.3.3.1 New hazards a re not c rea ted  and  existing  hazards 

a re not aggrava ted ; 

 

3.6.3.3.2 No adverse environmenta l impac ts w ill result;  

 

3.6.3.3.3 Vehic les and  peop le have a  way of safely entering 

and  exiting  the a rea  during  times of flood ing , 

erosion and  other emergenc ies; and  

 

3.6.3.3.4 The p roposed development does not inc lude 

institutiona l uses or essentia l emergency services or 

the storage of hazardous substances. 

 

There is no pub lic  ob liga tion, however, e ither to redesignate 

or to purchase any land  if there is an existing  or potentia l 

hazard  tha t would  be d ifficult or c ostly to overcome. 

 

3.6.3.4 Where development is p roposed on a  site, part of which has 

physica l or environmenta l hazards, then such land  sha ll not 

necessarily be accep tab le as part of the required  parkland  

ded ica tion under the Planning  Ac t.  All lands ded ica ted  to 

the Township  sha ll be conveyed in a  physica l cond ition 

sa tisfac tory to the Township .  Where an open watercourse is 

involved , adequate space sha ll be p rovided  for 

ma intenance and  opera tion. 

 

3.6.3.5 The Township  sha ll encourage the owners of existing  
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development to address potentia l hazards in accordance 

with the polic ies of this Plan.  Spec ifica lly, build ings tha t a re 

loca ted  within a  1:100 year flood  p la in or below the 

maximum recorded  water level a long  the Rideau Cana l 

should  p rovide floodproofing  p rotec tion for such build ings 

and  any p roposed add itions in consultation with the relevant 

Conserva tion Authority. 

 

3.6.3.6 Currently, only the 1:100 year flood  and  fill lines for Upper 

Beverley Lake and  Lower Beverley Lake have been 

comprehensively mapped. Partia l mapp ing  of the 1:100 

year flood  p la in has been p roduced by the Rideau Va lley 

Conserva tion Authority (RVCA) for a  portion of Lower Rideau 

Lake situa ted  in c lose p roximity to the Town of Smiths Fa lls. 

Where new or add itiona l 1:100 year flood  p la in mapp ing  is 

undertaken, it sha ll be incorpora ted  into this Plan by 

amendment. 

 

3.6.4 Special Exception Areas 

 

(Reserved) 

 

 

3.7 RURAL 

 

3.7.1 Intent of the Designation 

 

The lands designa ted  Rura l represent the bulk of lands within the Township  

and  inc lude a  w ide variety of land  types and  ac tivities a t a  re la tively low 

density. These lands a re charac terized  by their historica l ro le in 

accommodating  the fa rm and rura l c ommunities, as well as rec rea tiona l 

uses.  The intent of this Plan is to reta in the rura l and  rec rea tiona l flavour of 

Rura l lands while p rovid ing  for a  modest amount of compatib le and orderly 

new development.  While a  limited  amount of c ommerc ia l and  industria l 

development is contempla ted  in the Rura l designation, the overall amount 

of development permitted  w ill be c onsistent w ith the retention of the 

na tura l and  cultura l heritage and  landscapes of lands within the 

designa tion, inc lud ing  ma intenance of both its charac teristic  tree -covered 

and  la rge open a reas. 

 

The Township  of Rideau Lakes is comprised  of a  number of historic  villages 

and  hamlets which have experienced  varying  degrees of g rowth and  

development since their early estab lishment. The historic  boundaries of the 

communities of Chaffey’ s Lock, Chantry, Crosby, Forfar, Harlem, Jones Falls, 
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Lombardy, Morton, Newboyne, Philipsville , Plum Hollow, and  Rideau Ferry 

have been dep ic ted  on the Schedules for reference purposes but a re 

each g iven a  land  use designa tion of Rura l. It is recognized  tha t these 

communities have historica lly p rovided , to varying  degrees, a  mix of loca l 

reta il, service, and  residentia l opportunities which have p layed  a  long -

stand ing  ro le in accommodating  the day-to-day needs of the Township ’ s 

rura l residents.  The Offic ia l Plan seeks to continue the historic  ro le of these 

communities and  seeks to permit appropria te development w ithin these 

communities which is to be consistent w ith the Rural polic ies.   

 

 

3.7.2 Permitted Uses 

 

Within the Rura l a rea , a  variety of land  uses sha ll be permitted  inc lud ing  

those uses permitted  in the Agriculture designa tion, forestry, conserva tion, 

va rious outdoor rec rea tiona l uses and  commerc ia l, industria l and  

residentia l uses, sub jec t to the fo llowing  use -spec ific  polic ies. 

 

3.7.3 Agriculture Policies 

 

The uses permitted  in the Agriculture designa tion sha ll be permitted , 

p rovided  tha t the agricultura l uses sha ll comply w ith the Land Use 

Compatibility sec tion of this Plan. 

 

3.7.4 Residential Policies 

 

3.7.4.1 Permitted  residentia l uses sha ll genera lly be restric ted  to 

sing le dwellings developed on the basis of one dwelling  per 

lot. 

 

3.7.4.2 Rura l lands a re intended for low density residentia l 

development tha t c omplements the c harac ter of the rura l 

environment.  Where appropria te, however, such as in the 

case of infill development or development loca ted  

immed ia tely ad jacent to lands designa ted  Village and  

Hamlet or on the periphera l a reas of Smiths Fa lls, 

considera tion may be g iven to permitting  somewhat higher 

density residentia l development than is genera lly 

contempla ted  for the Rura l designa tion, sub jec t to 

addressing  the polic ies of the Ground Water Supply, Sewage 

Disposal and Other Services and Waterfront Development 

sec tions of this Plan. 

 

3.7.4.3 The sca le of development in the Rura l designa tion is 
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intended to be limited  and  no more than 40 lots may be 

reg istered  in a  p lan of subd ivision. Any p roposa l to reg ister a  

p lan for more than 40 dwelling  lots sha ll require an Offic ia l 

Plan amendment to estab lish a  Spec ia l Excep tion Area . In 

considering  such amendment, the Township  sha ll require 

tha t it be demonstra ted  tha t, on the basis of the supp ly and  

type of existing  residentia l lots in the Township , there is a  

need for the p roposed development and  tha t it would  be 

appropria te in the c ontext of the loca tion p roposed. 

 

3.7.4.4 Land d ivision for the c rea tion of residentia l lots may take 

p lace through both the consent, and  p lan of subd ivision, or 

the p lan of condominium process in accordance with the 

Land Division sec tion of this Plan. 

 

3.7.4.5 Residentia l uses sha ll be p laced  in an appropria te zoning  

ca tegory in the Zoning  By-law. 

 

3.7.5 Commercial Policies 

 

The Township  sha ll genera lly encourage new and expand ing  commerc ia l 

land  uses as a  means of d iversifying  the loca l tax base pursuant to the 

p rovisions of the Plan’ s Economic Policy. In most instances, new or 

expand ing  commerc ia l opera tions w ill be sub jec t to review under the 

Township ’ s Site Plan Control By-law. In reviewing  p lanning  app lica tions 

assoc ia ted  w ith commerc ia l development p roposa ls, regard  sha ll be had  

for the fo llowing  Genera l Commerc ia l Polic ies. Land  owners, developers 

and  other interested  stakeholders a re a lso encouraged  to consult the 

Township ’ s Commerc ia l Site Plan Design Guidelines p rior to submitting  a  

p lanning  or build ing  permit app lica tion. 

 

3.7.5.1 General Commercial Policies 
 

3.7.5.1.1 A variety of commerc ia l uses inc lud ing  loca lly-oriented , 

rura lly-oriented  and  highway commerc ia l uses sha ll be 

permitted .  These commerc ia l uses a re engaged in the 

buying  and  selling  of goods and  services p rimarily to a rea  

residents, fa rms, businesses and  the travelling  pub lic .  

Among other uses, permitted  uses sha ll inc lude 

automob ile sa les and  service, gas bars, hotels, motels, 

ea ting  estab lishments, reta il uses, business and  

p rofessiona l offices, service shops and  fa rm -rela ted  

commerc ia l uses.  In add ition, sma ll-sca le businesses 

engaged in the custom produc tion of a rtic les such as 
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artists’  or a rtisans’  stud ios sha ll be permitted.  An accessory 

dwelling  for the owner or opera tor sha ll be permitted . 

 

3.7.5.1.2 Commerc ia l uses must be appropria te for the p roposed 

loca tion. 

 

3.7.5.1.3 Vehicula r access to commerc ia l uses sha ll be carefully 

contro lled  in terms of the design and  numbers of access 

points in order to ensure pub lic  sa fety. 

 

3.7.5.1.4 Adequate off-street parking , load ing  and  other fac ilities 

sha ll be p rovided . 

 

3.7.5.1.5 Where commerc ia l uses abut residentia l or other sensitive 

land  uses, adequate buffering  through setbacks or 

sc reening  sha ll be required . 

 

3.7.5.1.6 The outdoor storage of goods and  materia ls w ill be stric tly 

contro lled . 

 

3.7.5.1.7 Commerc ia l uses sha ll genera lly be permitted  by 

amendment to the Zoning  By-law.  As a  rule, new general 

commerc ia l uses sha ll not be permitted  on lands loca ted  

within 1 kilometre of the Village of Westport. 

 

3.7.5.2 Tourist Commercial Policies 

 

3.7.5.2.1 Tourist commerc ia l uses sha ll inc lude the full range of uses 

tha t ca ter p rimarily to the tourist trade or rec rea tiona l 

needs.  Permitted  uses sha ll inc lude a ll types of tourist 

lodg ing  fac ilities such as hotels, motels, resorts, renta l 

cottages and  campgrounds, summer camps, c lubs, 

p laces of enterta inment, and  rec rea tiona l fac ilities such 

as golf courses, hunt c amps, sports and  rec rea tion a reas 

and  fac ilities, parks and  marinas.  Build ings, struc tures or 

sites of historic  interest, uses such as museums and  re la ted  

fac ilities a re a lso permitted .  An accessory dwelling for the 

owner or opera tor of a  tourist commerc ia l use shall a lso be 

permitted . 

 

3.7.5.2.2 Tourist commerc ia l uses must be appropria te for the 

p roposed loca tion.  In this regard , uses sha ll be loca ted so 

tha t they a re read ily accessib le to tourist tra ffic  w ith a  

minimum of d isrup tion to ad jacent residentia l uses. 
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3.7.5.2.3 Vehicula r access to tourist commerc ia l uses sha ll be 

carefully contro lled  in terms of the design and  numbers of 

access points in order to ensure pub lic  sa fety. 

 

3.7.5.2.4 Adequate off-street parking , load ing  and  other fac ilities 

sha ll be p rovided . 

 

3.7.5.2.5 Where tourist commerc ia l uses abut residentia l or other 

sensitive land  uses, adequate buffering  through setbacks 

or sc reening  sha ll be required . 

 

3.7.5.2.6 In reviewing  app lica tions for tourist commerc ia l 

development, regard  sha ll be g iven to the p rotec tion of 

cultura l and  na tura l heritage fea tures.  In particular, efforts 

sha ll be made to integra te waterfront tourist commerc ia l 

uses w ith the shoreline environment so as to minimize 

visua l and  other impac ts, in accordance with the 

Environmentally-Sensitive Development sec tion of this 

Plan. 

 

3.7.5.2.7 Where app lica tions for tourist commerc ia l development 

involve significant boa t docking  fac ilities such as those 

assoc ia ted  w ith marinas and  la rge resorts, the preparation 

of a  boa t impac t assessment sha ll be required to evaluate 

the suitab ility of the site and  its land / water environs for 

docking  or mooring  fac ilities and  assoc ia ted  boa t tra ffic . 

 

3.7.5.2.8 Tourist commerc ia l uses sha ll genera lly be permitted  by 

amendment to the Zoning  By-law.  As a  rule, new tourist 

commerc ia l uses sha ll not be permitted  on lands loca ted  

within 1 kilometre of the Village of Westport. 

 

3.7.6 Industrial Policies 

 

3.7.6.1 Permitted  industria l uses sha ll be those which a re oriented to 

the rura l economy, such as those which use loca l resources 

or serve loca l businesses and  residents such as sawmills, 

feedmills, agricultura l p rocessing  fac ilities, open storage, 

warehousing , fa rm service businesses, builders’  supply yards, 

bulk storage yards, contrac tors’  ya rds, transporta tion 

termina ls and  simila r uses.  An accessory dwelling  for the 

owner or opera tor of an industria l use may a lso be 

permitted , where compatib le. 
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3.7.6.2 In order to address potentia l land  use conflic ts between 

industria l and  other uses, industria l development shall comply 

w ith the Land Use Compatib ility sec tion of this Plan. 

 

3.7.6.3 Adequate off-street load ing  fac ilities and employee parking 

and  other fac ilities sha ll be p rovided . 

 

3.7.6.4 Outdoor storage a reas sha ll be adequately buffered  from 

ad jacent roads and  p roperties. 

 

3.7.6.5 Vehicula r access to industria l uses sha ll be carefully 

contro lled  in terms of the design and  numbers of access 

points in order to ensure pub lic  sa fe ty.  Particular regard shall 

be had  to the needs of truck tra ffic . 

 

3.7.6.6 Industria l uses sha ll genera lly be permitted by amendment to 

the Zoning  By-law. 

 

3.7.7 Mobile Home Parks Policies 

 

3.7.7.1 A mob ile home park is a  p roperty developed for the 

p lacement of mob ile homes on permanent foundations.  

Mob ile home parks, inc lud ing  uses which a re inc identa l to a 

mob ile home park such as a  park management office, 

accessory commerc ia l uses such as a  convenience store, 

rec rea tiona l fac ilities, a  laundromat, storage fac ilities and  

other simila r uses may be permitted . 

 

3.7.7.2 Mob ile home parks may be developed for ownership  e ither 

as a  sing le entity or on a  freehold  basis. 

 

3.7.7.3 Where a  mob ile home park is owned as a  sing le entity, 

ownership  and  ma intenance of the roads, opera tion and  

ma intenance o f servic ing  systems, snow p loughing , waste 

collec tion, landscap ing  and  other amenities and  services 

sha ll rest w ith the owner of the park. 

 

3.7.7.4 Sewer and  water services sha ll be p rovided  to the 

sa tisfac tion of the Township  and  the re levant approva l 

authorities for such services.  Notwithstand ing  the polic ies 

conta ined  in the Groundwater Supply, Sewage Disposal and 

Other Services sec tion of this Plan, the Township  w ill not 

approve the development of any mob ile home park on the 



v.1 Dra ft Offic ia l Plan of the Township  of Rideau Lakes Marc h 2011 

 

 
97 |  Page 

basis of c ommuna l sewage and / or water services. 

 

3.7.7.5 Interna l roads w ill be c onstruc ted  to Township  standards. 

 

3.7.7.6 All mob ile home sites w ill have frontage on an interna l road. 

 

3.7.7.7 Where the park is to be owned as a  sing le entity, 

development w ill take p lace in accordance with a  site p lan 

approved  by the Township .  Where the park is to be owned 

on a  freehold  basis, development w ill take p lace by p lan of 

subd ivision or p lan of c ondominium. 

 

3.7.7.8 Lot a rea , density, site size, ya rd  and  parking  requirements 

and  other matters sha ll be regula ted  through the 

imp lementing  Zoning  By-law. 

 

3.7.7.9 A minimum of 5% of the tota l a rea  of the park should  be 

p rovided  in a  c onsolida ted  form for rec rea tiona l purposes. 

 

3.7.7.10 The estab lishment of any new mob ile home park sha ll 

require an amendment to the Offic ia l Plan to a  Spec ia l 

Excep tion Area , as well as an amendment to the Zoning  By-

law.  In considering  such amendments, the Township  sha ll 

have regard  to the fo llowing  c riteria : 

 

3.7.7.10.1 The compatib ility of the p roposed park w ith 

existing  land  uses and  designa tions of the 

surround ing  a rea ; 

 

3.7.7.10.2 The park sha ll have frontage on a  pub lic  road  

which is of a  suitab le standard  of construc tion, 

and  any access to the pub lic  road  sha ll be 

loca ted  so as not to c rea te a  sa fety hazard ; 

 

3.7.7.10.3 The suitab ility of the p roposed site w ith respect to 

servic ing  considera tions, and  the imp lica tions for 

the Township  in terms of potentia l responsib ility for 

services; and  

 

3.7.7.10.4 The adequacy of the layout of the park in 

re la tion to aesthetic , func tiona l and  other 

matters, as reflec ted  in the p roposed site p lan, or 

p lan of subd ivision, or p lan of c ondominium. 

 



v.1 Dra ft Offic ia l Plan of the Township  of Rideau Lakes Marc h 2011 

 

 
98 |  Page 

3.7.8 Waste Disposal Sites Policies 

 

3.7.8.1 Waste d isposa l sites sha ll be restric ted  to existing  c losed  or 

open waste or sanita ry land fill sites as identified  on the 

Schedules.  Anc illa ry uses such as recyc ling  depots and  

transfer sta tions sha ll a lso be permitted .  Disposa l of liquid  

industria l, rad ioac tive or toxic  waste sha ll not be permitted . 

 

3.7.8.2 Waste d isposa l sites sha ll be opera ted  and  ma inta ined  in 

accordance with the standards set by the Ministry of the 

Environment. 

 

3.7.8.3 No use sha ll be made of land  used  as a  waste d isposa l site 

for a  period  of 25 years from the year in which the waste 

d isposa l use ceased w ithout the approva l of the Ministry of 

the Environment. 

 

3.7.8.4 Development of lands ad jacent to a  c losed  or open waste 

d isposa l site sha ll be sub jec t to the Land Use Compatib ility 

sec tion of this Plan. 

 

3.7.8.5 The estab lishment of any new waste d isposa l site sha ll 

require an amendment to the Offic ia l Plan to a  Spec ia l 

Excep tion Area , as well as an amendment to the Zoning  By-

law. 

 

3.7.9 Wrecking Yards Policies 

 

3.7.9.1 Wrecking  yards a re industria l fac ilities where derelic t, 

d iscarded , abandoned or inoperative motor vehic les and/ or 

other goods, wares, merchand ise or a rtic les a re stored  

wholly or partly in the open.  Wrecking  yards sha ll be 

restric ted  to existing  fac ilities, and  may inc lude an accessory 

dwelling  for the owner or opera tor. 

 

3.7.9.2 Wrecking  yards sha ll be adequately sc reened on a ll sides so 

tha t no portion of the opera tion, inc lud ing  the storage 

a reas, a re visib le from a  pub lic  road . 

 

3.7.9.3 Wrecking  yards sha ll not cause o r contribute to the 

contamina tion of any g round or surface water. 

 

3.7.9.4 The estab lishment of any new wrecking  yard  sha ll require an 

amendment to the Offic ia l Plan to a  Spec ia l Exception Area, 
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as well as an amendment to the Zoning  By-law.  Among 

other matters, the Township  sha ll c onsider: 

 

3.7.9.4.1 The compatib ility of the p roposed wrecking  yard 

w ith existing  land  uses and  designa tions of the 

surround ing  a rea .  In this regard , the polic ies of 

the Land Use Compatib ility sec tion of this Plan 

sha ll app ly. 

 

3.7.9.4.2 The suitab ility of the p roposed site w ith respect to 

environmenta l c onsidera tions. 

 

3.7.9.4.3 The layout of the wrecking  yard  in re la tion to 

sc reening , buffering , func tiona l and  other 

matters as reflec ted  in the p roposed site p lan. 

 

3.7.10 Special Exception Areas 

 

(Reserved) 

 

 

3.8 VILLAGE AND HAMLET 

 

3.8.1 Intent of the Designation 

 

The communities and  settlement a reas designa ted  Village and  Hamlet 

inc lude: Chaffey’ s Lock, Chantry, Crosby, Delta, Elg in, Forfar, Harlem, Jones 

Fa lls, Lombardy, Morton, Newboro, Newboyne, Philipsville , Plum Hollow, 

Portland  and  Rideau Ferry.  

 

These communities have historica lly p rovided , to varying  degrees, a mix of 

loca l reta il, service and  soc io-cultura l and  residentia l opportunities for the 

community.  Village and  Hamlet a reas have p layed  a  long -stand ing  and  

important ro le in accommodating  the day-to-day needs of the fa rm and 

rura l communities, as well as rec rea tiona l uses.  Some communities, such as 

Newboro and  Portland , have a lso p layed  a  re la tively strong  ro le in 

p rovid ing  food , accommodation and  other services and  c ommodities for 

tourists.  The Township  intends tha t this ro le continue and  expand, 

particula rly in re la tion to rec rea tion and  tourism -rela ted  func tions. 

 

The Township  a lso seeks to encourage more concentrated development in 

the Village and  Hamlet designa tion than would  typ ica lly be found or 

permitted  w ithin the Rura l designa tion, sub jec t to servic ing constra ints.  The 

amount and  type of development permitted  w ill, however, be consistent 
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with the ma intenance of the c harac ter of Village and  Hamlet lands.  

 

The boundaries of the Village and  Hamlet designa tion a re intended to 

inc lude some a llowance for new development to occur. 

 

3.8.2 Permitted Uses 

 

Permitted  uses within the Village and  Hamlet designa tion may inc lude 

residentia l, genera l commerc ia l, tourist c ommerc ia l and  limited  industria l 

uses, sub jec t to the fo llowing  use -spec ific  polic ies. 

 

3.8.3 Residential Policies 

 

 

3.8.3.1 A variety of residentia l uses, rang ing  from single-detached 

dwellings to multip le unit dwellings and inc luding dwellings 

units w ithin non-residentia l build ings may be permitted , 

sub jec t to the completion of hydrogeolog ica l, terra in 

ana lysis and  impac t assessment reports in relation to more 

intense development forms.  Such stud ies w ill be to the 

sa tisfac tion of the re levant approva l authority for sewage 

and  water services. 

 

3.8.3.2 Residentia l development may take p lace e ither a long  a  

ma in road  serving  the hamlet or by a  p lan of subd ivision 

for lands behind  existing  development fronting  on such 

road . 

 

3.8.3.3 New development sha ll be encouraged to take p lace as 

a  log ica l extension of existing  development. 

 

3.8.3.4 Land d ivision for the c rea tion of residentia l lots may take 

p lace through both the consent and subdivision process in 

accordance w ith the Land Division sec tion of this Plan. 

 

3.8.3.5 Residentia l uses sha ll be zoned with an appropriate zoning 

ca tegory in the Zoning  By-law. 

 

3.8.4 Commercial Policies 

 

3.8.4.1 Genera l Commerc ia l and  Tourist Commerc ia l uses 

permitted  in the Rural designa tion may be permitted . 

 

3.8.4.2 Commerc ia l uses, particula rly those of a  Tourist 
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Commerc ia l na ture, sha ll be encouraged to  concentrate 

in g roup ings a long  the ma in roads. 

 

3.8.4.3 Through the means of the Zoning  By-law and  Site Plan 

Control, regard  sha ll be had  to aesthetic , func tiona l, 

sa fety and  land  use compatib ility considera tions.  Spec ia l 

zoning  and / or site p lan requirements may be app lied  

where commerc ia l development would  abut residentia l 

uses. 

 

3.8.4.4 Open storage sha ll not genera lly be permitted . 

 

3.8.5 Industrial Policies 

 

3.8.5.1 In genera l, industria l uses sha ll not be permitted  in the 

Village and  Hamlet designa tion.  Small-scale light industria l 

uses such as a  tradesperson’ s workshop may be 

permitted , sub jec t to an amendment to the Zoning  By-

law. 

 

3.8.5.2 No industria l use sha ll be permitted  tha t would  c rea te a  

nuisance by way of noise, illumina tion, odour, dust, 

vib ra tion, fumes or smoke.  In this regard , the polic ies of 

the Land Use Compatibility sec tion of this Plan sha ll apply. 

 

3.8.5.3 Industria l uses sha ll be encouraged to loca te a long  a  

ma in road  on the periphery of the village or hamlet. 

 

3.8.5.4 Through the mechanisms of the Zoning  By-law and  Site 

Plan Contro l, regard  sha ll be had  to aesthetic , func tiona l, 

sa fety and  land  use compatib ility considera tions.  Spec ia l 

zoning  and / or site p lan requirements may be app lied  

where industria l development would  abut residentia l uses. 

 

3.8.5.5 Open storage sha ll not genera lly be p ermitted . 

 

3.8.6 Special Exception Areas 

 

(Reserved) 
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3.9 SETTLEMENT AREA 

 

3.9.1 Intent of the Designation 

 

The Township  has identified  the need to focus g rowth w ithin estab lished  

mixed-use a reas which inc lude lands suitab le for development over the 

long  term p lanning  horizon. The Settlement Area  designa tion has been 

app lied  to the existing  communities of: Delta , Elg in, Newboro, and  

Portland .  In add ition, the Township  has defined  a  new Settlement Area  

within the Ward  of South Elmsley. This la tter Settlement Area  has b een 

estab lished  in an effort to concentra te g rowth which is na tura lly occurring 

in the Ward  of South Elmsley w ithin a  defined  a rea  tha t can more -

effic iently utilize munic ipa l infrastruc ture. Together, these five communities 

represent a reas of the Township  which conta in the g rea test d iversity of 

land  uses, and  the g rea test supp ly of vacant, developab le  land . It is 

intended tha t the ma jority of new residentia l g rowth w ill occur w ithin 

designa ted  Settlement Areas while a  limited  amount of g rowth w ill 

continue to occur w ithin the Township ’ s Rura l-designa ted  lands. 

 

3.9.2 Permitted Uses 

 

Permitted  uses within the Settlement Area  designa tion may inc lude 

residentia l, genera l commerc ia l, tourist c ommerc ia l and  limited  industria l 

uses, sub jec t to the fo llowing  use -spec ific  polic ies. 

 

3.9.3 Residential Policies 

 

3.9.3.1 The Township  sha ll encourage the estab lishment of a  

range of housing  types and  densities required to meet the 

p rojec ted  needs of c urrent and  future residents; 

 

3.9.3.2 A variety of residentia l uses, rang ing  from single -detached 

dwellings to multip le unit dwellings, which may inc lude 

dwellings units w ithin non-residentia l build ings, may be 

permitted , sub jec t to the completion of spec ia lized studies 

as required  by the approva l authority. 

 

3.9.3.3 Residentia l development may take p lace e ither a long  a  

ma in road  serving  the Settlement Area  or by a  p lan of 

subd ivision for lands behind  existing  development fronting 

on such road . 

 

3.9.3.4 New development sha ll be encouraged to take p lace as 

a  log ica l extension of existing  development. 
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3.9.3.5 Land d ivision for the c rea tion of residentia l lots may take 

p lace by way of consent, a  p lan of condominium, or a  

p lan of subd ivision in accordance with the Land Division 

sec tion of this Plan. 

 

3.9.3.6 Residentia l uses sha ll be zoned with an appropriate zoning 

ca tegory in the Zoning  By-law. 

 

3.9.3.7 Residentia l development p roposa ls sha ll have regard  for 

the heritage va lue of the existing  built environment. 

 

3.9.4 Commercial Policies 

 

3.9.4.1 Genera l Commerc ia l and  Tourist Commerc ia l uses, which 

a re permitted  under the Rura l designa tion, sha ll be 

permitted  w ithin a  Settlement Area . 

 

3.9.4.2 Commerc ia l uses, particula rly those of a  Tourist 

Commerc ia l na ture, sha ll be encouraged to concentrate 

in g roup ings a long  the ma in roads of a  Settlement Area . 

 

3.9.4.3 Through the means of the Zoning  By-law and  Site Plan 

Control, regard  sha ll be had  to aesthetic , func tiona l, 

sa fety and  land  use compatib ility considera tions.  Spec ia l 

zoning  and / or site p lan requirements may be app lied  

where commerc ia l development would  abut residentia l 

uses. 

 

3.9.4.4 Open storage sha ll not genera lly be permitted . 

 

3.9.5 Industrial Policies 

 

3.9.5.1 In genera l, industria l uses sha ll not be permitted  in the 

Settlement Area  designa tion.  Small-sca le light industria l 

uses such as a  tradesperson’ s workshop may be 

permitted , sub jec t to an amendment to the Zoning  By-

law. 

 

3.9.5.2 No industria l use sha ll be permitted  tha t would  c rea te a  

nuisance by way of noise, illumina tion, odour, dust, 

vib ra tion, fumes or smoke.  In this regard , the polic ies of 

the Land Use Compatibility sec tion of this Plan sha ll apply. 
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3.9.5.3 Industria l uses sha ll be encouraged to loca te a long  a  

ma in road  on the periphery of the Settlement Area . 

 

3.9.5.4 Through the mechanisms of the Zoning  By-law and  Site 

Plan Control, regard  sha ll be had  to aesthetic , func tiona l, 

sa fety and  land  use compatib ility considera tions.  Spec ia l 

zoning  and / or site p lan requirements may be app lied  

where industria l development would  abut residentia l uses. 

 

3.9.5.5 Open storage sha ll not genera lly be permitted . 

 

3.9.6 Special Exception Areas 

 

(Reserved) 
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SECTION 4 TRANSPORTATION 

 

 

4.1 GENERAL 

 

This Sec tion estab lishes the genera l transporta tion polic ies for the Township. 

A sa fe, convenient and  func tiona l road  network is the key element in 

fac ilita ting  the movement of both peop le and  goods to and  from the 

various a reas w ithin the Township  and  between the Township  and  

neighbouring  munic ipa lities.  The road  pa ttern shown on the Schedules 

genera lly reflec ts the historica l interre la tionship  between land  use and  

transporta tion routes.  The road  system is c lassified  on the basis of the 

jurisd ic tion of responsib ility. 

 

Existing  and  p roposed pub lic  roads within the Township  a re c lassified  as 

Provinc ia l Highways, County Roads and  Township  Roads, as ind ica ted  on 

the Schedules.  Where add itiona l land  is required  for w idening  and  

extension, such land  sha ll be ob ta ined , where possib le, in the course of 

approving  development app lica tions under the Planning  Ac t. 

 

The Township  w ill work w ith the authorities having jurisdic tion to secure road 

improvements in the form of jog  elimina tions, regula tion of turning  

movements, p roper signing , insta lla tion of tra ffic  signa ls, marking  of tra ffic  

lanes, channeliza tion and  new road  construc tion tha t w ill estab lish a  

func tiona l road  network as shown on the Schedules. 

 

Where a  development p roposa l may have an impac t on the p roper 

func tioning  or sa fety of the road  network, the approva l authority may 

require the undertaking  of tra ffic  impac t or other stud ies to identify 

potentia l issues and  mitiga tion measures. 

 

It is recognized  tha t, due to the richness of the na tura l and  built 

environment of Rideau Lakes, roads func tion as more than simp le 

transporta tion infrastruc ture.  Roads a re a lso a  w indow to the scenic  

beauty of the Township .  Consequently, when undertaking  road  

improvements and  the development of new roads, every effort sha ll be 

made to p reserve and  enhance the scenic  qua lities of roads, while 

ensuring  tha t func tiona l and  sa fety c oncerns a re addressed . 

 

The Township  sha ll seek fund ing  or set aside funds in the munic ipa l budget 

for the ma intenance and  upgrad ing  of roads, in accordance with 

community improvement p lans and / or transporta tion and  tra ffic  stud ies. 

 

 



v.1 Dra ft Offic ia l Plan of the Township  of Rideau Lakes Marc h 2011 

 

 
106 |  Page 

4.2 PROVINCIAL HIGHWAYS 

 

Provinc ia l highways a re intended to carry a  high volume of tra ffic  a t 

re la tively high speeds. Any p roposed development abutting  a  p rovinc ia l 

highway is sub jec t to the requirements and  pe rmit contro l of the Ministry of 

Transporta tion.  Direc t access to a  p rovinc ia l highway will be permitted  

only where the sa fety and  geometric  requirements of the Ministry can be 

met.  All development p roposa ls re la ting  to lands ad jacent to a  p rovinc ia l 

highway sha ll be c ircula ted  to the Ministry of Transporta tion for comment.  

The p repara tion of tra ffic  stud ies and  storm water management p lans may 

be requested  by the approva l authority. 

 

For any p roposed development on lands ad jacent to a  p rovinc ia l 

highway, Ministry of Transporta tion permits re la ting  to land  use, build ings 

and  struc tures, signs and  entrances a re required  p rior to the 

commencement of any c onstruc tion. 

 

There is one p rovinc ia l highway in the Township  - Highway No. 15.  The 

minimum right-of-way wid th sha ll be as determined  by the Ministry of 

Transporta tion. 

 

 

4.3 COUNTY ROADS 

 

Where development is p roposed ad jacent to a  County road , approval for 

an entrance must be ob ta ined  from the United  Counties of Leeds and  

Grenville  in accordance with the County requirements and  polic ies of this 

Plan.  These requirements and  polic ies sha ll a lso be used  in determining  

build ing  setbacks from County roads. 

 

County Roads No. 1, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 17, 29, 36, 38 and  42 p resently 

serve the Township  and  a re under the jurisd ic tion of the United  Counties of 

Leeds and  Grenville . 

 

The minimum County road  right-of-way sha ll be 26 metres. 

 

 

4.4 TOWNSHIP ROADS 

 

The Township  roads identified  on the Schedules a re those roads which a re 

owned and  ma inta ined  by the Township.  Where development is proposed 

ad jacent to a  Township  road , approva l for an entrance must be ob ta ined 

from the Township .  Access sha ll only be permitted  in loca tions tha t can 

accommodate tra ffic  in a  sa fe manner.  Where sight defic ienc ies exist due 
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to curves, g rades or other fac tors, no new access w ill be permitted  unless 

the defic iency is correc ted  a t the owner’ s expense and  to the sa tisfac tion 

of the Township . 

 

The minimum right-of-way for Township  roads will be 20 metres.  All new 

Township  roads sha ll be c onstruc ted  to Township  standards. 

 

For polic y purposes, the Township  considers unmainta ined  Township  roads 

to be p riva te roads. 

 

4.5 PRIVATE ROADS 

 

Priva te roads a re those rights-of-way which p rovide access to two or more 

p roperties but which have not been assum ed by the Township  for 

ma intenance purposes.  Historica lly, these roads were developed to 

p rovide seasona l access to cottage development in waterfront a reas of 

the Township .  At the time these p riva te roads were developed, there was 

a  genera lly p reva iling  view tha t the standard  level of access to pub lic  

services was not necessary in waterfront residentia l a reas.  As a  result, an 

extensive network of p riva te roads was c onstruc ted  in the Township . 

 

There a re some a ttrac tions to such roads.  These inc lude their scenic  

qua lities, the minima l impac t of such roads on the natural environment and 

the absence of any requirements for pub lic  fund ing  for ma intenance or 

improvement.  Where access by a  p riva te road  exists or is p roposed, the 

Township  sha ll not assume any liab ility for such road . 

 

The Township  is committed  to ma inta ining  its current polic y w ith respec t to 

p riva te roads.  Where access to p roperties is p rovided  by p riva te roads, 

munic ipa l services such as snow p loughing  or road  ma intenance and  

improvement a re  neither ava ilab le nor the responsib ility of the Township .  

Add itiona lly, in some cases other pub lic  services such as school bussing  

and  p rotec tion to persons/ p roperty from services inc lud ing  police, fire and 

ambulance may be unava ilab le or limited  in na ture.  The Township  sha ll 

a ttempt to recognize such limita tions through the mechanisms of the 

Zoning  By-law and / or munic ipa l agreements. 

 

The c rea tion of new priva te roads is not permitted .  Lot c rea tion may be 

permitted  on a  p riva te road  existing  as of the da te of adop tion of this Plan 

and  which has d irec t access to a  pub lic ly ma inta ined  road .  Minor 

extensions not exceed ing  a  tota l of 180 metres may be permitted  to 

existing  p riva te roads from the last lot on the road .  Any extension to a  

p riva te road  sha ll be construc ted  to a  standard  accep tab le by Counc il 

and  such construc tion may be governed  by an agreement (w ith one or 
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more p roperty owners) setting  out the standards for construc tion and  

ma intenance and  which may be reg istered  on title  aga inst the lands to  

which it app lies.  The design and  construc tion of the road  will be 

undertaken by a  p rofessiona l eng ineer or other person competent in road 

construc tion, as approved  by Counc il. 

 

If an existing  p riva te road  is reconstruc ted  to a  standard acceptable to the 

Township  and  a t no expense to the Township , the Township  may consider 

the assumption of the p riva te road  by by-law, if it abuts an existing  

ma inta ined  Township  or County road  or Provinc ia l highway.  Prior to 

undertaking  any such reconstruc tion for the purp oses of a llowing Township 

assumption, landowners of p roperty on a  p riva te road  must ob ta in the 

approva l of the Township .  The work sha ll be undertaken to the standards 

of, and  supervised  by, the Township . 

 

Prior to dec id ing  on the assumption of a  p riva te road , Counc il may require 

such stud ies as appropria te in order to determine if of the sub jec t lands 

should  be part of the munic ipa l road  system. 

 

Notwithstand ing  the polic ies conta ined  herein, the c rea tion of a  new 

priva te road  sha ll be permitted  in the Township  insofa r as it is w ithin a  Plan 

of Condominium c rea ted  under the Condominium Act, 1998, as amended. 

 A new priva te condominium road  may not be c rea ted  by way of 

extension or add ition to an existing  p riva te road .  A new priva te 

condominium road  may only be permitted  if the new road  d irec tly 

connec ts to a  pub lic  road  and  where the sub jec t land  has lega l frontage 

on the same pub lic  road .  The design and  construc tion of a  p riva te 

condominium road  sha ll be to a  standard  accep tab le to the Township , 

and  the ma intenance and  ownership  of such roads shall be governed and 

administered  in accordance with the Condominium Ac t, 1998 as 

amended. 

 

Known priva te roads a re shown on the Schedules for information purposes. 

 

 

4.6 PROPOSED ROAD WIDENINGS 

 

The County or Township  may require land  to be conveyed a t no cost for 

the purpose of w idening  the existing  pub lic  road  right -of-way as a  

cond ition of c onsent, subd ivision or site p lan approva l. 

 

Land  for the w idening  of the existing  pub lic  road  right -of-way sha ll 

genera lly be sought equa lly from both sides of the right-of-way, however, 

in certa in situa tions site -spec ific  cond itions may necessita te taking  
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widening  on an unequa l basis. 

 

 

4.7 ROAD ALLOWANCES ABUTTING WATER BODIES 

 

Where road  a llowances lead  to water and / or abut the shores of lakes and 

rivers and  a re not required  for pub lic  access to the water, such road  

a llowances may be will genera lly not be c losed  by the Township . Under 

unique c ircumstances, where Counc il deems the c losure of an unopened 

road  a llowance to be appropria te , the road  a llowance sha ll be  and  

d isposed of in accordance with the p rocedures and  requirements set out 

in the  Munic ipa l Ac t. The c ircumstances when such a  road  a llowance 

c losure may be deemed appropria te sha ll be more -fully desc ribed  in the 

Township ’ s road  c losure’ s polic y and  p rocedures document.  
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SECTION 5 IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION 

 

 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

 This Offic ia l Plan sha ll be imp lemented  by means of the powers conferred  

upon the Counc il by the Planning  Ac t, the Munic ipa l Ac t, and  such other 

sta tutes as may be app licab le. In particula r, this Plan shall be implemented 

through Zoning  By-laws, Site Plan Control, leg isla tion pursuant to the 

Munic ipa l Ac t, the construc tion of Pub lic  Works and  a  Cap ita l Works 

Program. 

 

5.2 LAND DIVISION 
 

5.2.1 Introduction  

The d ivision of land  can take p lace in two the fo llowing  ways; by the 

consent (severance) p rocess, by p lan of condominium, and  by p lan of 

subd ivision. The d ivision of land  by the consent p rocess is genera lly 

intended for the c rea tion of a  limited  number of lots not more than three 

new lots, and  for situa tions not re la ted  to the c rea tion of new lots such as 

lot line ad justments and  the c rea tion of easements. Excep t in 

c ircumstances spec ifica lly contempla ted  in this Plan, where the d ivision of 

land  results in the  c rea tion of four or more new lots, it will likely be necessary 

to p roceed by p lan of subd ivision. Plans of condominium and p lans of 

subd ivision a re often assoc iated with larger-scaled development proposals. 

The method  of land  d ivision chosen sha ll be unde rtaken in accordance 

with the polic ies of this Plan.  

 

There a re certa in genera l polic ies tha t app ly to a ll lo t c rea tion, other 

polic ies tha t a re spec ific  to consents, and  others tha t app ly exc lusively to 

p lans of subd ivision. 

 

5.2.2 General Policies 

In p repara tion for the Township ’ s 5-year Offic ia l Plan review, a  Lot 

Ava ilab ility Study was completed  to identify the existing  supp ly of vacant, 

developab le lots and  to assess the life span of such lots based on a  review 

of historic  lot c rea tion and  consumption ac tiv ities. With a  sta rting  supp ly of 

approximately 500 lots; and  an annua l defic it of 28 lots (i.e . 36 lots c rea ted 

with 64 lots consumed each year), the Township ’ s overa ll supply of vacant, 

developab le lots was found to have an 18 year life span (as of January 1, 

2009). It should  be noted , however, tha t this figure assumes a  continued  

supp ly of approximately 36 new lots annua lly. Should  lot c rea tion ac tivities 

become constra ined , the existing  supp ly of buildab le lots w ould  be limited 

to roughly 8 years; assuming  zero new lot c reations and continued average 
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demand. 

 

Through the land  d ivision p rocess, the Township  sha ll ensure tha t suffic ient 

land  is made ava ilab le to accommodate an appropriate range and mix of 

emp loyment opportunities, housing  and  other land  use s tha t w ill serve the 

interests of Rideau Lakes’  existing  and  future residents for a  time horizon of 

up  to 20 years. As set out under the 2005 Provinc ia l Polic y Sta tement , the 

Township  sha ll endeavour to p rovide a  minimum 10-year supply of lands for 

residentia l development. The fo llowing  general polic ies shall be used as the 

underlying  framework on which land  d ivision p rac tices w ithin the Township 

w ill be based. 

 

5.2.2.1 In order to sa tisfy both loca l and  p rovinc ia l interests while 

fac ilita ting  future residentia l development, a maximum 80 new lots 

sha ll be permitted  annua lly Township -wide. Recognizing the desire 

to see new lot c rea tion occur w ithin the Township ’ s estab lished  

communities, 60% of the tota l quota  for new lot c rea tions (i.e . 48 

new lots) sha ll occur w ithin designa ted  Settlement Areas. The 

remaining  40% of the tota l quota  (i.e . 32 new lots) sha ll be 

permitted  w ithin the Township ’ s Rural-designa ted  lands. Each 

quota  sha ll be considered  as separa te.  The ind ividua l lot c reation 

quota  for both the settlement a reas and  Rura l designa ted  lands 

may be used  in a  g iven year regard less of the number of lots 

c rea ted  in the other designa tion.  A monitoring  system sha ll be 

estab lished  to ensure adherence to these defined  land  d ivision 

quotas. Deta iled  polic ies have been further-estab lished  to guide 

each land  d ivision method  (i.e . consents, p lans of condominiums, 

or p lans of subd ivision) through the approva l p rocess. 

 

5.2.2.2 The frontage, size and  shape of any lot c rea ted  sha ll be 

appropria te for the p roposed use and  conform to  the provisions of 

the Zoning  By-law. As a  rule, the minimum lot size sha ll be 0.4 

hec ta res (1 ac re); however, considera tion w ill be g iven to a  

reduced lot size in Settlement Areas if deemed to be appropriate. 

Considera tion may be g iven to a  sma ller minimum lot size under 

other spec ia l cond itions. Such cond itions could  inc lude, for 

example, a  situa tion where the use of a  tertiary sewage treatment 

system is p roposed. In some cases, a  la rger minimum lot size sha ll 

be required , depend ing  upon the p roposed use, topography, soils 

and  other re levant c onsidera tions. 
 

5.2.2.3 No land  d ivision sha ll result in the land locking  of any parcel of land 

or a  situa tion where the existing  or potentia l ab ility to develop any 

parcel of land  is significantly undermined  by virtue of the resulting 
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limited  pub lic  road  frontage. 

 

5.2.2.4 No land  d ivision sha ll be permitted  where sa fe vehicula r access 

from the p roposed lot to the ad jacent road  cannot be p rovided  

due to cond itions such as limited  sight lines, g rades or p roximity to 

intersec tions, in a ccordance with the polic ies of the 

Transportation sec tion of this Plan. 

 

5.2.2.5 No land  d ivision sha ll c rea te a  financ ia l burden on the Township  

w ith respec t to the p rovision of Munic ipa l services or fac ilities, as 

set out in the Economic Policy sec tion of this Plan. 

 

5.2.2.6 All land  d ivision sha ll meet the requirements of this Plan for the 

ded ica tion of parkland  or cash-in-lieu thereof, as set out in the 

Parks, Trails and Recreational Facilities sec tion of this Plan, unless 

the land  d ivision is only for a  conserva tion p urpose as set out in the 

Crown and Conservation Lands sec tion of this Plan. 

 

5.2.2.7 All land  d ivision sha ll address land  use separa tion and  

compatib ility concerns, as set out in the Land Use Compatibility 

sec tion of this Plan. 

 

5.2.2.8 No land  d ivision sha ll result in the c rea tion of a  lot sub jec t to 

na tura l hazards such as flood ing , organic  soils or steep  slopes with 

potentia l for instab ility or erosion, unless development would  be 

permitted  by the Natural Hazard Features sec tion of this Plan, or 

the land  is only intended to be used  for a  conservation purpose as 

set out in the Crown and Conservation Lands sec tion of this Plan. 

 

5.2.2.9 No land  d ivision sha ll result in the c rea tion of a  lot a ffec ted  by soil 

contamina tion or hazards re la ted  to former mining  or minera l 

resource opera tions, unless development would  be permitted  by 

the Human-made Hazard Features sec tion of this Plan. 

 

5.2.2.10 No land  d ivision sha ll result in a  negative effec t on the na tura l 

fea tures or the ecolog ica l func tions for which the area is identified 

such as wetlands, a reas of na tura l and  sc ientific  interest (ANSIs), 

wood lands fish hab ita t, w ild life hab ita t and  endangered  and  

threa tened spec ies hab ita t.  The polic ies of the Natural Heritage 

Features sec tion w ill be adhered  to in this regard . 

 

5.2.2.11 No land  d ivision sha ll be considered  where the requirements of 

the Environmentally-Sensitive Development sec tion of this Plan 
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could  not be addressed . 

5.2.2.12 In considering  land  d ivision app lica tions, regard  sha ll be had  to 

the Cultural Heritage and Archaeological Resources sec tion of the 

Plan, inc lud ing  requirements w ith respec t to the identification and 

p reserva tion of significant a rchaeolog ica l resources. 

 

5.2.2.13 All land  d ivision sha ll comply w ith the Ground Water Supply, 

Sewage Disposal and Other Services sec tion of the Plan 

concerning  the p rovision of appropria te water and  sewage 

services and  the ava ilab ility of other services. 

 

5.2.2.14 No land  d ivision sha ll c rea te a  lot which c annot c omply w ith the 

minimum water setback and  minimum water frontage 

requirements conta ined  in the Waterfront Development Policies 

sec tion of this Plan. 

 

5.2.2.15 Road w idening  ded ica tions may be requested  by the County or 

Township  as a  cond ition of the approva l of any land  d ivision 

app lica tion. 

 

5.2.3 Consent Policies 

 

5.2.3.1 A maximum of three new lots (exc lud ing  the reta ined  lot) sha ll be 

c rea ted  from a  land  hold ing  as it existed  on January 1, 1998.   

 

5.2.3.2 The severance of land  by c onsent sha ll be genera lly limited  to a  

maximum of three new lots (exc lud ing  the reta ined  lot) from a  

parcel of land  as it existed  on (insert the da te of passing  of the 

updated  OP).  

 

5.2.3.3 Where a  land  hold ing  is situa ted  partly or wholly in a  Village and 

Hamlet Settlement Area designa tion, this maximum shall not apply, 

p rovided  tha t the new lots a re entire ly situa ted  within the Village 

and Hamlet Settlement Area designa tion.  

 

5.2.3.4 Within Rural designa ted  lands, add itiona l lots may be permitted  

p rovided  the fo llowing  fac tors a re adequately addressed  in the 

p roposa l: 

 

5.2.3.4.1 The quantity and  qua lity of subsurface potab le water 

resources sha ll be assessed to ensure tha t each of the 

p roposed new lots can be adequately serviced . 

Particula r regard  sha ll a lso be had  for the impac t of 
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sewage d isposa l systems and  the qua lity of g round 

water and  the feasib ility of loca ting  sep tic  systems 

within each of the p roposed new lots. The approva l 

authority may require the submission of hydrogeological 

stud ies and  terra in ana lyses to ensure the lands can 

accommodate the p roposed development. 

 

5.2.3.4.2 Regard  sha ll be had  for the standard  of the road  which 

p rovides access to, or would  be used  to p rovide access 

to, the sub jec t lands. Substandard  roads may not be 

ab le to hand le the inc reased tra ffic  generated through 

multip le lot c rea tion. Accord ing ly, the Township  may 

require financ ia l contributions in order to upgrade the 

road  in support of the multip le c onsent p roposa l. 

 

5.2.3.4.3 Consents for new lots w ithin Rura l designa tions sha ll not 

have the effec t of c rea ting  or extend ing  a reas of strip  

development. Consent p roposa ls which would  have 

the effec t of c rea ting  more than three new lots a long  

an existing  pub lic  road  may be required  to estab lish lot 

frontage which exceeds the minimum standard  set out 

in the Zoning  By-law or Offic ia l Plan. 

 

5.2.3.4.4 Proposa ls for multip le consents for new lot c rea tion 

which may p rec lude the future ab ility to undertake 

more intensive forms of development (i.e . p lans of 

condominium or p lans of subd ivision) may be required  

to demonstra te tha t the undertaking  w ill not 

compromise the management or use of those 

resources which p romote rec rea tiona l, tourism and 

other economic  ac tivities. Particula r regard  w ill be had  

for multip le consent p roposa ls on la rge waterfront 

parcels of land  which a re accessib le by a  pub lica lly-

ma inta ined  road  since such lots a re few in number. 

 

5.2.3.5 Within lands designa ted  as Agriculture, consents for the purposes of 

c rea ting  new residentia l lots sha ll only be permitted in accordance 

with the polic ies of the Agriculture sec tion of this Plan. 

 

5.2.3.6 Consents should  not have the effec t of c rea ting  or extend ing  

a reas of strip  development.  For the purposes of app lying  this 

p rovision, the c rea tion of a  lot w ithin the Village and  Hamlet 

designa tion or a  waterfront lot in the Rura l designa tion does not 

constitute strip  development. 
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5.2.3.7 Lots c rea ted  by consent sha ll genera lly front onto existing  

ma inta ined  pub lic  roads, however, consents may be permitted for 

wa terfront residentia l lots on existing  p riva te roads or on extensions 

of such roads, sub jec t to compliance with the polic ies of the 

Waterfront Development Policies, Private Roads and  Road Access 

sec tions of this Plan. 

 

5.2.3.8 Where a  lot is c rea ted  tha t would  have fro ntage on more than 

one pub lic  street, access should  be taken from the street 

representing  tha t of the lower tier street c lassifica tion.  

 

5.2.3.9 Where two new abutting  lots a re p roposed along an existing public  

road , the approva l authority may require two or more  lots to share 

a  sing le d riveway where site cond itions, tra ffic  volume, 

topography, sa fety, sight lines or other p lanning  considera tions 

suggest tha t such an a rrangement would  be benefic ia l. 

 

5.2.3.10 A consent for c rea ting  a  new lot sha ll genera lly have regard for an 

average density measure which a ttempts to limit development in 

the rura l a rea  to approximately ten lots (both existing  and  

potentia l) per side of a  pub lica lly-ma inta ined  road  per kilometre.  

Where required , as in the case of a  short road  or cul-de-sac , a  p ro 

ra ta  ca lcula tion sha ll be used .  The ca lcula tion sha ll be taken from 

the c entre of the p roposed lot to be c rea ted . 

 

5.2.3.11 No c onsent sha ll be g ranted  tha t would  require the c rea tion of a  

new priva te road . 

 

5.2.3.12 No consent sha ll be g ranted  on a  p riva te road  tha t would  result in 

the c rea tion of a  lot not fronting  d irec tly on a  water body. 

 

5.2.3.13 A consent for the purpose of c rea ting  a  lot on an island  or on 

waterfront land  without road  access may be considered  where 

deeded parking  and  water access is p rovided  on anothe r parcel 

of land  tha t is suitab le by virtue of its loca tion, access and  other 

re levant c onsidera tions. 

 

5.2.3.14 Consents for easements sha ll be p referred  to consents for 

severances when their purpose is to p rovide a linear right-of-way to 

an abutting  p roperty. 

 

5.2.3.15 Notwithstand ing  the foregoing  land  d ivision polic ies, the c rea tion 

of a  new lot to correc t a  situa tion where two or more lots have 
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merged on title  may be permitted  p rovided  tha t the fo llowing  

c riteria  a re sa tisfied . It should  be noted  tha t the c rea tion of a  lot 

through the severance of two merged lots sha ll not c onstitute an 

add itiona l new lot c rea tion sub jec t to the annua l 80 lot quota . 

 

5.2.3.15.1 The lot was once a  separa te conveyab le lot in 

accordance w ith the Planning  Ac t 

 

5.2.3.15.2 The lot is still in the same ownership  as when such 

merg ing  occurred .  For the purposes of this polic y, 

‘‘ same ownership ’’  sha ll a lso inc lude ownership  

ga ined  through inheritance or esta te purposes.   

 

5.2.3.15.3 The merg ing  of the lots was unintentiona l and  was 

not merged as a  requirement of a  p revious p lanning  

approva l; 

 

5.2.3.15.4 In genera l, the p roposed lots sha ll reflec t the orig ina l 

lot configura tion unless an a lterna tive configuration is 

deemed to be more appropriate g iven consideration 

for the p rovisions of the Township ’ s Offic ia l Plan, 

Zoning  Bylaw, the Ontario Build ing  Code, and  any 

other app licab le p lanning  or lega l document; 

 

5.2.3.15.5 The lots can be adequately serviced  by on-site 

sewage and  water systems sited  to meet the 

minimum spac ing  requirements set out under the 

Ontario Build ing  Code; 

 

5.2.3.15.6 The lots front on and  would  be d irec tly accessib le by 

a  pub lic  road  or have adequate water frontage to 

be accessib le by water; 

 

5.2.3.15.7 There is no pub lic  interest served  by ma inta ining  the 

p roperty as a  sing le c onveyab le parcel; 

 

 

5.2.4 Subdivision and Condominium Policies 

 

5.2.4.1 Development by p lan of subd ivision or p lan of condominium shall 

be permitted  in the Rura l and  Settlement Area  designa tions 

Village and  Hamlet and  Rura l designa tions. 
 

5.2.4.2 The maximum number of lots tha t may be reg istered  within a p lan 
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of subd ivision is 40 lots, excep t in the Village and  Hamlet 

designa tion where the maximum sha ll be as determined  by the 

Township  and  the approva l authority.  The number of lots 

p roposed within p lans of subd ivision or p lans of condominium in 

designa ted  Settlement Areas will only be limited  by the annua l 

quota  ava ilab le a t the time of d ra ft approva l of the p roposa l. 

Phasing  may be used  as a  means of permitting  la rger p lans of 

subd ivision and  p lans of condominium when considering  the lot 

c rea tion quota  app licab le to Settlement Areas.  Phasing may also 

be used  to ensure tha t one la rge subd ivision does not use the 

entire quota  ava ilab le to the Township  in a  g iven year. 

 

5.2.4.3 Access to a  p roposed p lan of subd ivision sha ll be from a  

ma inta ined  pub lic  road , built to an adequate standard  to 

accommodate the add itiona l tra ffic  requirements. 

 

5.2.4.4 Notwithstand ing  the forgoing , access to lots in a proposed plan of 

condominium may be permitted  from a  p riva te road , sub jec t to 

the polic ies of the Road Access sec tion of this Plan. 
 

5.2.4.5 Access to ind ividua l lots in a  p lan of subd ivision sha ll be by internal 

pub lic  roads, built to Township  standards. Where design 

considera tions necessita te it, limited  d irec t lot access to an 

existing  pub lic  road  abutting  the subd ivision may be g ranted . 

 

5.2.4.6 All p lan of subd ivision and  p lan of condominium app lica tions 

which would  result in the c rea tion of more than three lots or 

dwelling  units having  either d irec t or deeded access to a  water 

body sha ll meet the requirements set out in the Waterfront 

Development Policies sec tion of this Plan with respect to preparing 

a  lake impac t study which demonstra tes tha t the approva l of the 

subd ivision would  not have a  negative impac t on water qua lity. 

 

5.2.4.7 All p lans of subd ivision and  p lans of condominium sha ll comply 

w ith the polic ies of the Storm Water Management sec tion of this 

Plan. 

 

5.2.4.8 Development by p lan of subd ivision and  p lan of condominium 

sha ll meet the requirements set out in the Ground Water Supply, 

Sewage Disposal and Other Services sec tion of the Plan. 

 

5.2.4.9 The approva l authority may app ly lapsing  p rovisions to any d ra ft 

p lan of subd ivision or d ra ft p lan of condominium, pursuant to the 

p rovisions of the Planning  Ac t. 
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5.3 DEEMING PLANS OF SUBDIVISION 

 

Under the authority of the Planning  Ac t, the Township may pass a deeming 

by-law which has the effec t of dec la ring  part or a ll of a  p lan of subd ivision 

not to be reg istered  for conveyanc ing  purposes, p rovided  tha t the 

subd ivision is a  reg istered  p lan w ithin the meaning  of the Planning Act and 

tha t it has been reg istered  for a  period  of e ight or more years. 

 

 

5.4 SITE PLAN CONTROL 

 

5.4.1 Site Plan Control is a  site design and  approva l p rocess intended to 

be used  in cases where the type of development proposed or the 

charac teristic s of the particula r site require a  more deta iled  level 

of a ttention to, and  contro l over, the siting  of build ings, struc tures, 

fac ilities and  other fea tures than would  be possib le or p rac tica l 

through the mechanism of a  Zoning  By-law. 

 

5.4.2 It is the intention of the Township  to use Site Plan Control as a  

p lanning  tool complementary to the Zoning  By-law to ensure that: 

 

5.4.2.1 Proposed build ings and  struc tures a re well sited  vis-à -vis 

ad jacent land  uses; 

 

5.4.2.2 Design deta ils, such as accessory build ings and  

struc tures, lighting , wa lkways, parking , load ing , waste 

fac ilities, g rad ing , d ra inage, landscap ing  materia ls, 

fenc ing , etc ., a re adequate for the uses p roposed, in 

terms of func tiona l, sa fety and  aesthetic  considerations; 

 

5.4.2.3 Development occurs w ith minima l impac t on na tura l 

and  cultura l heritage resources, particula rly where 

p roposed in immed ia te p roximity to water bod ies; 

 

5.4.2.4 Deta iled  polic ies of this Plan, such as those conta ined  in 

the Environmenta lly-Sensitive Development sec tion, can 

be p roperly imp lemented ;  

 

5.4.2.5 Development is undertaken and  ma inta ined  as 

approved  by the Township . 

 

5.4.3 The Township  may contro l the design and  deta ils of d evelopment 
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proposa ls through the use of a  Site Plan Control By-law.  The entire 

Township  of Rideau Lakes sha ll be considered a Proposed Site Plan 

Control Area  excep t tha t certa in types of development such as 

the fo llowing  may be exempt from Site Plan Control: 

 

5.4.3.1 Agricultura l uses; 

 

5.4.3.2 Sing le-detached, semi-detached and  dup lex dwellings 

and  build ings or struc tures accessory thereto, in cases 

where no development or site a ltera tion is p roposed 

ad jacent to a  water body or lands designa ted  as 

Natura l Heritage A, Natura l Heritage B or Natural Hazard. 

 

5.4.3.3 Minor add itions or a ltera tions to existing  build ings and  

struc tures. 

 

5.4.4 In imposing  Site Plan Control, the Township  w ill seek to regula te 

the genera l site layout of the p roperty and , where appropria te, 

the massing  and  conc eptua l design of a ll build ings and  struc tures 

on the p roperty.  Site p lan d rawings sha ll be required  in a ll cases.  

Floor p lan, e leva tion and  c ross-sec tion d rawings may be required 

for any development, as determined  by the Township . 

 

5.4.5 In order to ensure tha t Site Plan Control app lica tions adequately 

address the technica l requirements and environmental objec tives 

of the Township , the Township  may develop  app lica tion 

guidelines.  These guidelines would  be used  as a  tool by both 

app licants and  approva l authorit ies for the p repara tion and  

p rocessing  of app lica tions, respec tively. 

 

5.4.6 In p rocessing  Site Plan Control app lica tions, the Township  w ill 

consult w ith various pub lic  bod ies, inc lud ing  the re levant 

Conserva tion Authority, as appropria te. 

 

5.4.7 As a  cond ition of the  approva l of a  site p lan, the County or 

Township  may require the ded ica tion of land  for pub lic  road  

widening  purposes. 

 

5.4.8 The Township  may enter into Site Plan Control agreements w ith 

the owners of lands for which site p lans have been approved and 

reg ister such agreements on the title  of the lands to which they 

app ly. 
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5.5 ZONING BY-LAWS AND HOLDING PROVISIONS 

 

5.5.1 General 

 

It is intended tha t a  c omprehensive Zoning  By-law to imp lement this Plan 

sha ll be p repared  and  adopted  in accordance with the p rovisions of the 

Planning  Ac t.  Such by-law sha ll conta in land  use zones in accordance 

with the polic ies conta ined  within this Plan and  will estab lish regula tions to 

contro l the use of land  and  the charac ter, loca tion, and  use of build ings 

and  struc tures. 

 

5.5.2 Holding Zones 

 

It is not intended tha t a ll land  use a reas designa ted  in this Plan w ill be 

zoned for such uses immed ia tely in the Zoning  By-law.  Areas may be 

zoned for their existing  uses or in a  Hold ing  ca tegory pursuant to Section 36 

of the Planning  Ac t, and  in accordance w ith the c riteria  which fo llow: 

 

5.5.2.1 It is the intention of Counc il to p lace certa in lands within a Holding 

ca tegory in the Zoning  By-law when the p rinc ip le of development 

has been estab lished , in order to: 

 

5.5.2.1.1 Delay the development of lands until any necessary 

munic ipa l infrastruc ture become ava ilab le; 

 

5.5.2.1.2 Affec t the phasing  and / or p roper design of la rge -

sca le residentia l, commerc ia l, or industria l 

development; 

 

5.5.2.1.3 Ensure tha t p roper financ ia l and  other agreements 

a re in p lace; and / or 

 

5.5.2.1.4 Delay development until such t ime as it is determined 

tha t identified  development constra ints can be 

overcome to the sa tisfac tion of Counc il. 

 

5.5.2.2 Lands which a re sub jec t to Hold ing  p rovisions sha ll be identified in 

the Zoning  By-law by an ‘‘ h’’  symbol, in conjunc tion w ith the 

appropria te zone symbol denoting  the eventua l use of the land  

and  sha ll be sub jec t to the fo llowing  polic ies: 

 

5.5.2.2.1 Lands which a re shown to be in a  Hold ing  c a tegory 

sha ll genera lly be restric ted  to existing  uses; 
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5.5.2.2.2 New development p roposed on land  zoned in a  

Hold ing  ca tegory sha ll not be permitted  unless 

Counc il deems it appropria te to remove the Hold ing  

symbol through an amend ing  by-law. 

 

5.5.2.3 An app lica tion for remova l of the Hold ing  symbol sha ll be 

reviewed by Counc il in c onsidera tion of the fo llowing : 

 

5.5.2.3.1 Tha t the p roposed use is in conformity w ith the 

requirements of the Zoning  By-law; 

 

5.5.2.3.2 Tha t the required  munic ipa l infrastruc ture is ava ilable 

or w ill soon be ava ilab le; 

 

5.5.2.3.3 Tha t the financ ia l and  other requirements of the 

munic ipa lity have been fulfilled ; 

 

5.5.2.3.4 Tha t the phasing  and  design of the p roposed 

development is to Counc il's sa tisfac tion; and / or 

 

5.5.2.3.5 Tha t any development constra ints which have been 

identified  can be overcome to the sa tisfac tion of 

Counc il. 

 

5.5.3 Interim Control By-laws 

 

Counc il may pass Interim Control By-laws to contro l the use of land , 

build ings or struc tures w ithin designa ted  a reas of the Township  and  in 

accordance with the p rovisions of Sec tion 38 of the Planning  Ac t in order 

to p revent or limit development until deta iled  p lanning  stud ies for the 

sub jec t lands a re completed  and  approved  by Counc il.  Any Interim 

Control By-law approved  by Counc il sha ll initia lly be in effec t for a  period  

of up  to one year from the da te of passing  of the by-law but may be 

extended for a  maximum of one add itiona l year. 

 

5.5.4 Temporary Use By-laws 

 

Pursuant to Sec tion 39 of the Planning  Ac t, Counc il may authorize the 

temporary use of land , build ings or struc tures for any purpose otherwise 

p rohib ited  by the Zoning  By-law.  The temporary use may be initia lly 

authorized  for a  period  of time up  to three years from the da te of the 

passing  of the by-law, excep t in the c ase of garden suites which may be 

authorized  for up  to ten years.  A Temporary Use By-law may be extended 

by by-law for further periods of not more than three years each.  Upon the 
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exp iry of a  Temporary Use By-law, the use authorized  by the by-law sha ll 

cease, unless extended by by-law. 

 

Where deemed appropria te by Counc il, a  Temporary Use By-law may be 

adopted  for a  purpose which does not conform to the Offic ia l Plan, 

p rovided  tha t the long -term ob jec tives and  polic y d irec tion of the Plan 

sha ll not be adversely a ffec ted  by the by-law. 

 

5.5.5 Increased Height and Density By-laws 

 

Pursuant to Sec tion 37 of the Planning  Ac t, Counc il may authorize 

inc reases to the maximum height and  density of developme nt otherwise 

permitted  by the Zoning  By-law.  These inc reases may be g ranted  in return 

for the p rovision of fac ilities, services or matters set out in the by-law and  

could  inc lude, among other items, the fo llowing : 

 

5.5.5.1 Conserva tion of c ultura l heritage or a rc haeolog ica l resources; 

 

5.5.5.2 Enhancement of na tura l heritage fea tures; 

 

5.5.5.3 Significant contributions to the a tta inment of tourism -based 

ob jec tives as set out in the Economic  Polic y sec tion of this Plan; 

 

5.5.5.4 Partic ipa tion in achieving  ob jec tives as they re la te to the 

development of rec rea tiona l fac ilities, as d iscussed in the Parks, 

Tra ils and  Rec rea tiona l Fac ilities sec tion of this Plan; 

 

5.5.5.5 Utiliza tion of innova tive and  environmenta lly-supportive 

approaches to the p rovision of sewage and  water services, 

inc lud ing  tertia ry sewage trea tment systems; 

 

5.5.5.6 Physica l improvements to villages and  hamlets, as identified in the 

Community Improvement sec tion of this Plan; 

 

5.5.5.7 Other improvements identified  in c ap ita l budgets. 

 

 

5.6 COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 

 

A Committee of Ad justment has been a ppointed  to consider app lications 

for re lief from any Zoning  By-law imp lementing  this Plan.  The Committee 

w ill be guided  by Sec tion 44 of the Planning  Ac t, and  by the rules of 

p rocedure and  regula tions issued from time to time by the Minister of 

Munic ipa l Affa irs and  Housing . 
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The Existing Land Uses, Buildings and Structures sec tion of this Plan sets 

out polic ies for dea ling  w ith app lica tions to change or enla rge non-

conforming  uses, as well as for minor variance app lica tions where existing  

or p roposed uses conform to the Zoning By-law but are non-complying with 

respec t to zoning  p rovisions such as build ing  setbacks.  The Committee will 

have regard  to the re levant non-conforming  use, build ings and  struc tures, 

and  minor variance polic ies. 

 

 

5.7 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC NOTICE PROCEDURES 

 

5.7.1 Counc il sha ll make p lanning  documents spec ified  in the Planning Act such 

as the Offic ia l Plan and  Zoning  By-law ava ilab le to the pub lic  to foster a  

g rea ter awareness and  knowledge of p lanning  matters.  Where 

amendments to these documents a re made, Counc il sha ll endeavour to 

ensure tha t up -to-da te consolida tions of the amended documents a re 

made ava ilab le. 

 

5.7.2 Counc il sha ll, as a  minimum, fo llow the requirements of the Planning Act as 

they app ly to pub lic  notifica tion and  partic ipa tion in re la tion to such 

matters as Offic ia l Plans, Community Improvement Plans, Zoning  By-laws, 

amendments to the sa id  Plans and  By-laws, and  Plans of Subd ivision. 

 

5.7.3 In order to fac ilita te pub lic  partic ipa tion, Counc il w ill emp loy appropria te 

methods a t va rying  stages of the dec ision-making  p rocess such as, but not 

limited  to, delega tions to Committees of Counc il, forma l and  informa l 

pub lic  meetings, open houses, workshops, d isp lays, munic ipa l-w ide 

advertising , working  committees, task forces, consulta t ion w ith 

community/ ra tepayer/ lake assoc ia tions, and  posting  a ffec ted  p roperties 

w ith information signs. 

 

 

5.8 PUBLIC WORKS AND CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 

 

The imp lementa tion of the polic ies of this Plan which require the p rovision 

of munic ipa l fac ilities and  servic es w ill involve the Township  d irec tly in the 

financ ing  of such p rojec ts, as resources permit.  Projec t a reas may inc lude 

ac tivities such as the development of park and  rec rea tiona l fac ilities, the 

upgrad ing  of roads, the improvement of intersec tions and  the 

enhancement of d ra inage fac ilities. 

 

It is intended tha t Counc il, on the basis of the polic ies of this Plan dea ling  

w ith munic ipa l fac ilities, w ill estab lish a  p riority list for the imp lementation of 
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these p rojec ts w ith estimates of cost (land  acquisitio n, construc tion and  

ma intenance costs wherever possib le).  A five-year cap ita l works program 

will then be developed which the Counc il should  carry out systematica lly. 

 

It is intended tha t the p rogram will be reviewed annua lly as part of the 

cap ita l budget p rocedure. 

 

 

5.9 MAINTENANCE AND OCCUPANCY BY-LAW  

 

5.9.1 It is the polic y of Counc il to encourage the ma intenance of the Township  

as a  p leasant environment for living , working , shopp ing  and  rec rea tion.  

Continued  ma intenance of p roperty is essentia l to the welfa re of the 

Township . 

 

5.9.2 It is the intention of the Township  to support the p riva te efforts of p roperty 

ma intenance and  to e limina te any existing  hazards to build ing  occupants 

through the introduc tion of by-laws spec ifying  standards for a ll p roperties 

w ithin the Township  for p roperty ma intenance and  occupancy under 

Sec tion 15.1 of the Build ing  Code Ac t. 

 

5.9.3 Counc il w ill endeavour to support further p roperty ma intenance and  sa fe 

occupancy by: 

 

5.9.3.1 Utilizing  ava ilab le government p rograms, where app licab le, to 

p rovide financ ia l and  administra tive support to individuals seeking 

to improve their p roperties; 

 

5.9.3.2 Undertaking  educa tion and  pub lic  re la tions p rograms as needed 

to demonstra te the benefits of p roperty ma intenance; 

 

5.9.3.3 Ma inta ining  munic ipa lly-owned build ings, p roperties and  

community fac ilities, and  p rovid ing  or ma inta ining  munic ipa l 

services in good repa ir; 

 

5.9.4 Upon adopting  a  ma intenance and  occupancy by-law, Counc il will appoint 

a  Property Standards Officer who will be responsib le for administering  and  

enforc ing  the by-law. 

 

5.9.5 Counc il w ill a lso appoint a  Property Standards Committee for the purpose of 

hearing  appea ls aga inst an order of the Property Standards Officer. 

 

5.9.6 The by-law will be administered  using  a  standard  record ing  form for build ing 

or p roperty cond ition to p rovide a  c lear and  equitab le p rocedure for 
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eva lua ting  build ing  c ond ition. 

 

5.9.7 The ma intenance and  occupancy by-law will p resc ribe standards for the 

fo llowing  matters and  any others tha t may be c onsidered  necessary: 

 

5.9.7.1 The keep ing  of ya rds, vacant lands, parks, wa terfront a reas, 

laneways and  passageways, free from debris, rubb ish, weeds, 

abandoned or derelic t vehic les, tra ilers, boa ts, barges, 

mechanica l equipment or simila r materia l; 

 

5.9.7.2 The adequacy of sanita tion c ontro l, inc lud ing  garbage d isposa l, 

sewage and  d ra inage; 

 

5.9.7.3 The ma intenance of parking  and  storage a reas; 

 

5.9.7.4 The ma intenance of a ll build ings and  struc tures, inc lud ing  

struc tura l standards of wa lls, floors, ceilings, foundations, insulation, 

e lec trica l systems, p lumbing , hea ting , adequacy of p rotec tion 

from weather, na tura l lighting  and  ventila tion, cond ition of 

chimneys, fire p rotec tion standards and  genera l c leanliness and  

upkeep; 

 

5.9.7.5 The ma intenance of fences, swimming  pools, accessory build ings 

and  signs; and  

 

5.9.7.6 The estab lishment of occupancy standards inc lud ing  pest 

p revention, adequacy of food  p repara tion fac ilities, access, 

ventila tion, maximum number of persons per dwelling  unit, 

minimum floor spaces and  room heights. 

 

 

5.10 MUNICIPAL ACT 

 

It is intended tha t Counc il sha ll review, as required , leg isla tion pursuant to 

the Munic ipa l Ac t governing  various uses, signs, etc . and where necessary, 

amend existing  By-laws or pass new By-laws as may be required  to ensure 

such matters a re p roperly regula ted  and  c ontro lled . 

 

5.11 PLANNING APPLICATIONS – REQUIRED INFORMATION AND MATERIALS 

 

5.11.1 In add ition to the information and  materia ls required  pursuant to 

the Planning  Ac t and  assoc ia ted  O.Regs, and  any other 

leg isla tion, as amended, the Township  may require development 

p roponents to p rovided  add itiona l information to accompany 
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app lica tions as part of a  complete app lica tion.  Notwithstand ing  

the genera lity, add itiona l stud ies and  materia ls may be required  

for Offic ia l Plan amendment, Zoning  Bylaw amendment, Minor 

Variance, Site Plan Control, Consent, Subd ivision, and  

Condominium App lica tions. 
 

5.11.2 The number and  scope of stud ies and  assessments to be required  

for the submission of a  complete app lica tion sha ll be appropriate 

and  in keep ing  with the scope and  complexity of the application. 

 

 

5.11.3 The add itiona l information tha t may be required  in support  of an 

app lica tion inc ludes, but is not limited  to the fo llowing : 

 Aggrega te Stud ies 

 Agricultura l Soils Assessment 

 Archaeolog ica l Assessment 

 Boa t Capac ity Study 

 Contamina ted  Site Assessment/ Environmenta l Site Assessment  

 Environmenta l Impac t Assessment 

 Environmenta l Site Assessment 

 Erosion and / or Sed imenta tion Plan 

 Geotechnica l Report 

 Grad ing  and  Dra inage Plan 

 Groundwater Impac t Assessment 

 Hydrogeolog ica l Assessment 

 Lake Capac ity Assessment 

 Landscap ing  Plan 

 Land Use Compatib ility Assessment 

 Minimum Distance Separa tion Ca lcula tions 

 Noise/ Vib ra tion/ Blast Study 

 Parking  Study 

 Planning  Rationa le  

 Record  of Site Cond ition 

 Servic ing  Options Report 

 Stormwater Management Plan 

 Surface Water Impac t Assessment 

 Terra in Ana lysis 

 Tra ffic  Impac t Assessment 

 Tree Conserva tion and  Protec tion Plan 

 

5.11.4 The Township  may require any of the required  stud ies to be peer 

reviewed on beha lf of the Township , a t the sole expense of the 

p roponent. 



v.1 Dra ft Offic ia l Plan of the Township  of Rideau Lakes Marc h 2011 

 

 
127 |  Page 

 

5.11.5 The Township  encourages consulta tion w ith the Township  p rior to 

submitting  development app lica tions and  may adopt a  bylaw 

pursuant to Sec tion 22(3.1)(b ) of the Planning Act, as amended, to 

require such c onsulta tion. 

 



 

 

 
SECTION 6 INTERPRETATION 

 

6.1 It is intended tha t the boundaries of the land  use c lassifica tions shown on 

the Schedules be considered  as ap proximate and  absolute only where 

bounded by roads, ra ilways, rivers or streams or other simila r geographica l 

barriers.  It is recognized  tha t the Schedules a re sub jec t to the typ ica l and  

inherent inaccurac ies assoc ia ted  w ith rura l base mapp ing  sources and  

d ig itized  assessment parcel information.  Accord ing ly, amendments to the 

Offic ia l Plan w ill not be required  in order to make minor ad justments to the 

parcel fabric , physica l fea tures or approximate land use boundaries shown 

on the Schedules, p rovided  tha t such ad justments do not, in the Township’s 

op inion, compromise the intent of the Plan. 

 

6.2  Typographica l, g rammatica l and  formatting modifications to this Plan may 

be undertaken without an Offic ia l Plan amendment, p rovided  tha t such 

mod ifica tions do not, in the op inion of the Township , a ffec t the intent of 

the Plan.  

 

6.3 Priva te roads have been identified  on the Schedules for information 

purposes.  In the event tha t a  p riva te road  has incorrec tly been identified  

as a  pub lic  road , this sha ll not signa l an intent ion by the Township  to 

change the sta tus of the road , nor sha ll any amendment to the Plan be 

required  to make a  c orrec tion. 

 

6.4 It is intended tha t a ll figures and  quantities herein sha ll be considered  as 

approximate only and  not absolute.  Amendments to the Offic ia l Plan w ill 

not be required  for any reasonab le variance from any of the p roposed 

figures. 

 

6.5 Where any doubt exists w ith respec t to the intended meaning of any word 

or phrase used  in this Plan, the 1997 2005 Provinc ia l Polic y Sta tement sha ll 

be used  as a  guide to interp reta tion. 

 

6.6 Where any Ac t or portion of an Ac t is referred  to in this Plan, such 

references sha ll be interp reted  to refer to any subsequent renumbering  of 

sec tions in the Ac t and / or c hanges in the da te of the Ac t. 

 


